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Tour Summary
This Madagascar Highlights tour was filled with sightings of some of the world’s most sought-after and
must-see birds, mammals and reptiles. A total of 125 bird species, 20 mammals, 14 reptile species and
3 species of frogs were enjoyed by the participants on this enjoyable two-week journey to the ‘8th
continent.’ Bird highlights included superb views of three Ground Roller species, Mesite, Couas and
Vangas, plus a variety of other fantastic species. Lemurs were an almost constant presence, from the
large and charismatic Indri to the diminutive and nocturnal Mouse Lemurs and a scientific surprise
with a recently found and soon to be described species of Sportive Lemur! This tour even served up a
healthy dose of cetaceans, including a Humpback Whale on the boat trip to Nosy Ve! Lastly, who could
forget the many bizarre and often brilliantly coloured reptiles and amphibians found on this trip. From
large tree frogs to the amazing geckos of many kinds, this tour certainly produced the goods on all
fronts!
Our tour began in the garden of the hotel we use in the capital city Antananarivo, or ‘Tana’ as it is
affectionately known. For those that had arrived early, there would be sightings of the charismatic
Madagascan Wagtail and a pair of roosting Madagascan Nightjars. Although fairly widespread, these
were two great finds in a city garden! In the late afternoon, we made a visit to Lac Alarobia on the
outskirts of the city. Weaving through some heavy traffic, this oasis jumps out of seemingly nowhere,
with an impressive number of birds usually present. The relaxed walk around the two waterbodies that
make up the lake is a wonderful introduction to birding in Madagascar, and allows the guests a first feel
for some of the Madagascan specials.
Anatids and other waterbirds are
invariably present in good numbers, with
the water of the first lake usually
covered with hundreds of ducks, egrets
and herons, amongst others. On this day
it was no different, with impressive
numbers of White-faced Whistling
Duck, Red-billed Teal, Western Cattle
Egret and Black-crowned Night Heron
complimented by other species occurring
in smaller numbers, which included
Dimorphic and Great Egrets, Black and
Squacco Herons, Hottentot Teal and the
first Madagascan special, the endemic
and endangered Meller’s Duck! This
particular lake provides a safe refuge for
Meller’s Duck pair by Heinz Ortmann
a small number of these large ducks, and
has become a reliable spot for birders to find this increasingly threatened species. Common Moorhen –
scarce in Madagascar – was seen in small numbers; and after some searching, we were delighted to
find a single Madagascan Grebe in and amongst the thousands of ducks on the water! This was the
second Madagascan special, and as is often the case with Madagascan species, also a threatened
species. Overhead, there were sightings of Malagasy Kestrel, Olive Bee-eater and Mascarene Martin as
we slowly made our way along the edge of the lakes. The shrubby vegetation, reedbeds and bamboo
stands held Red Fody – unfortunately not in breeding plumage – Madagascan Swamp Warbler,
Malagasy Kingfisher and Malagasy White-eye, amongst others. Along the trail, we were also treated to
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good looks at the subtly beautiful Malagasy Turtle Dove before trying our luck at luring out a Whitethroated Rail from the dense lakeside vegetation. On this afternoon, we had great views of this shy and
at times difficult to see rallid. With that sighting fresh in our minds, we made the journey back to our
hotel for our first dinner together as a group.
Early the next morning, we were
met by our drivers and 4x4 vehicles
that would take us east of ‘Tana’ to
the beautiful rainforest of Perinet
(Analamazaotra Special Reserve)
and Mantadia NP. Our aim was to
get through the city traffic and
arrive at our lodge around
lunchtime. Before leaving the hotel,
we had another quick look at the
two Madagascan Nightjars roosting
on one of the roofs of the hotel. The
drivers did a fantastic job
navigating the ‘back roads’ of Tana
and as the traffic volume reduced
and we left Tana behind, the
Indri by Heinz Ortmann
landscape began to change, and
slowly the very cramped and noisy city suburbs were replaced by rice paddies, brick making ovens and
fewer houses and homesteads. The rice paddies produced the usual smattering of Dimorphic, Great and
Western Cattle Egrets, along with a single Striated Heron, Malagasy Kingfisher and a small flock of
Little Swift at one of the many bridges that we crossed. Strangely enough, we did not see a single
Hamerkop on the drive east – a first for me on a trip to Madagascar! A short stop at the Mangoro
River allowed us a good stretch of the legs whilst watching three Common Sandpipers on the rocks.
With the landscape changing again and the road becoming windier and steeper, we began to notice
remnant forest patches as we neared the town of Andasibe and the lovely Feon’ny Ala hotel, where we
would be based for the next five nights.

Rainforest at Mantadia National Park by Heinz Ortmann
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The usual program upon arrival and after
checking into our rooms would have been
to go straight to lunch. This was delayed,
however, by an unbelievable sighting of
five Indris at the edge of the forest almost in
the lodge gardens! We observed these
amazing animals for a good half an hour or
so before making our way to lunch. This
sighting
was
fortunate,
because
unbeknownst to us at the time, it would turn
out to be the only sighting of Indri we
would have on this trip! At lunch, the many
flowers at the edge of the garden attracted a
pair of Souimanga Sunbird and the trees
nearby had a group of noisy Malagasy
Bulbul. Overhead, a distant Madagascan
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Buzzard was seen circling as we relaxed and waited for our food. Having enjoyed a nice lunch, we met
our enthusiastic and excellent local guide before heading into the nearby Analamazaotra Special
Reserve that is part of Mantadia National Park.
Analamazaotra Special Reserve is an
excellent birding spot, has a number of
lemur species possible at any time and
along the edge of the reserve at night, it
is possible to see a variety of chameleons
and
other
interesting
creatures.
Madagascan Wagtail, Crested Drongo
and Red Fody were just some of the
species found in the parking lot area as
we started the trail into the forest. Whilst
at the entrance, we bumped into a mixed
flock that yielded several fantastic
species, including Blue, Red-tailed and
Chabert Vanga, the Batis-like Ward’s
Flycatcher
and
great
looks
at
Madagascan Cuckooshrike. A simply
fantastic start to our rainforest birding
adventure!

Rainforest stream in Mantadia NP by Heinz Ortmann

It was still rather hot when we entered the reserve, and as a result the bird activity in the forest was low.
Another factor in the overall quietness of the forests at this time of year would be the fact that most of
the birds would not be breeding yet; but were, however, for the most part, still possible to find. With
this in mind, we set out in search of some of the specials. In the reserve, we were able to get our first
views of the turaco-like arboreal Blue Coua and other Madagascan species, including Malagasy
Coucal, Madagascan Stonechat, Madagascan Mannikin, Spectacled Tetraka, Long-billed Bernieria and
Malagasy Brush Warbler. Olive Bee-eaters were again present overhead as we enjoyed better views of
these lovely birds than on the previous day. Our local guide expertly found the delightful Madagascan
Pygmy Kingfisher and a pair of roosting
Collared Nightjar that were arguably the
two standout birds of the afternoon up to
that point! Several Malagasy Paradise
Flycatchers flitted about and a number of
Malagasy Turtle Doves were flushed off
the path as we walked.

Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur by Heinz Ortmann
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The highlight of the time in the reserve
would probably be the close encounter
we had with a group of Diademed Sifaka.
This stunning lemur is a gem to see and
we were spoilt with how well this group
showed and allowed everyone the chance
to photograph them! We returned to our
hotel to get ready for the first night walk
of the trip. Just before dark, we were
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treated to a lovely sighting of a family of Brown Lemurs that roost in the trees near the hotel before
setting off on the walk along the road. It was a very successful walk, with the large Madagascar Brighteyed Frog, and Perinet, Short-horned and Nose-horned Chameleons all seen well. With the walk done,
we got back to the hotel, ate a decent dinner and signed off on what had been an excellent day!
Day three arrived with time already
seeming to fly by as we took a drive by
4x4 to Mantadia National Park. This
protected area has fantastic rainforest and
ridge top forest but the drive in is quite a
strenuous one, with road conditions being
very challenging at times. The two main
targets, and the primary reason for us
visiting this park, are Scaly and Shortlegged Ground Roller. These birds are
mostly silent at this time of year, and as
such, it meant long hours of patient
searching in the hope of finding one of
these elusive birds!
The drive took us through rainforest, where
Blue Coua by Keith Valentine
we had a brief glimpse of Red-bellied
Lemurs before stopping at the point from which we would walk. Here we had the good fortune of
finding Madagascan Blue Pigeon, Common Jery and Lesser Vasa Parrot perched high up on exposed
branches enjoying the first warm morning sunlight. The morning’s birding thereafter was tough at
times, with very little vocalising or activity of any kind. What gave us hope was that we did briefly
hear a Scaly Ground Roller, only to have no luck in locating the bird! We carried on, undeterred by our
bad luck, enjoying sightings of Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher, Crested Drongo, Blue Coua,
Madagascan Magpie-Robin and Madagascan Buzzard. Spectacled Tetraka, Long-billed Bernieria and
Malagasy Bulbul were common sights in mixed flocks that seemed to completely lack any Vangas for
some reason!

Collared Nightjar by Heinz Ortmann
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The morning was, however, far more
successful on the mammal front. Having
heard Black-and-white Ruffed Lemurs on a
few occasions, we finally ended up
watching four of these beautiful lemurs for
an extended period of time as they made
their way through the canopy of a large
tree, feeding on fruits and leaves. Nearby
there would also be the chance to see
Brown Lemurs again, as they slowly began
to wake up and move from their overnight
sleeping place as the temperatures began to
rise. Having enjoyed these lovely animals,
it was decided to head back to the vehicles
for our picnic lunch. It was shortly after
lunch, whilst making another attempt at
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finding Scaly Ground Roller, that we had our second encounter with a group of Diademed Sifakas. A
truly amazing experience in this stunning rainforest! A short visit to a small lake thereafter allowed
further views of Meller’s Duck, Madagascan Grebe and Red-billed Teal, with new birds including
Mottled Spinetail and Madagascan Harrier-Hawk flying overhead. The remainder of the afternoon was
spent walking the trails in the forest, and we eventually found a fabulous mixed flock of birds just
before heading out of the forest. Vangas were
prominent, with Red-tailed, Chabert, Blue,
Tylas and the bizarre Nuthatch Vanga all
present. Crested Drongos were noisy and flying
around and we had the first Common Newtonia
for the trip in and amongst the frenzy of
activity. After a few minutes, it all quietened
down and everything went ‘back to normal’
with a quiet forest and very little on the drive
back to the hotel.
The night walk was particularly productive,
with our first nocturnal lemurs: Goodman’s
Mouse Lemur and the Eastern Woolly Lemur –
a close relative of the Indri – seen well as we
Scaly Ground Roller by Jonathan Rossouw
walked through forest in a nearby community
reserve. The two reptilian highlights undoubtedly belonged to the large Parson’s Chameleon and the
bizarre–looking Southern Flat-tail Gecko, both expertly found by our local guide. Frogs were few and
far between, but we did find at least one Green Bright-eyed Frog. The lack of recent rains probably had
something to do with the low frog activity that we generally experienced on the night walks. All things
considered, we had enjoyed another superb day in the eastern rainforests of this special island.
The following day was spent solely in Analamazaotra Special Reserve, with visits in the early morning
and late afternoon. The focus for the day was on finding several species not seen as yet. The reward for
our patience and efforts was fantastic views of several new specials to add to the already impressive
trip list. Sunbathing Red-fronted Coua, a pair of nest-building Nelicourvi Weavers, two roosting
Rainforest Scops Owls, a co-operative
female Velvet Asity, a gorgeous male
Common Sunbird-Asity, superb looks at
Madagascan Wood Rail and the ultimate
skulker Madagascan Flufftail were
definitely the major highlights. Other
species found included Madagascan
Cisticola, a glimpse of Red-breasted Coua,
Madagascan Spinetail, more than 20
Lesser Vasa Parrots, Madagascan Buzzard
and Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher,
amongst many others. Three Eastern
Lesser or Grey Bamboo Lemurs sitting
high up in the canopy and warming
themselves in the early morning sun would
certainly be remembered as the top
Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur at Lemur Island by Heinz
mammal moment of an otherwise quiet day
Ortmann
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for lemurs. Striped Day Geckos were finally found around our rooms and at lunch at the hotel, and the
night walk produced little other than a few Nose-horned and Short-horned Chameleons. We had done
well and managed to have another fantastic day exploring the rainforest in the area.
Our second and final day in Mantadia NP
produced a few ‘cracking’ new birds
amongst the many that had been
previously seen. Top of the list of new
birds was certainly the fantastic sighting
we had of the shy and skulking Scaly
Ground Roller! The bird in question froze
for a good while, allowing everyone to
see this rare bird well and to even
appreciate the intricate patterning from
which it gets its name. All one could say
was, “wow”! Other highlights were
White-throated
Oxylabes,
Dark
Newtonia, a male Velvet Asity, brief
views of a male Frances’s Sparrowhawk
Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher by Heinz Ortmann
and an immature Forest Rock Thrush that
was seen in the ridge forest in the late afternoon. Madagascan Blue Pigeon, Madagascan Pygmy
Kingfisher, an adult and immature Madagascan Harrier-Hawk and great views of several Chabert
Vangas were other noteworthy highlights through the day. Easily the top mammal of the day was
another sighting of the Eastern Lesser or Grey Bamboo Lemur that we had found at Analamazaotra as
well on the previous day.
The fifth and final full day in the Andasibe area began with a morning visit to a nearby wetland known
as Torotorofutsy. The walk from where we left the drivers and their vehicles to the actual wetland goes
through some agricultural fields, where Madagascan Cisticola, Madagascan Stonechat and Red Fody
were all prominent. A Purple Heron was found perched atop one of the trees along the wetland edge,
and both Brown-throated and Mascarene Martins were seen flying low over the open landscape. An
area of open water had a pair of Red-billed Teal as we finally reached the wetland. In the short shrubby
fern-type vegetation along the wetland edge, we managed to get good views of the skulking Grey
Emutail. It certainly took a lot of effort, but the
reward was seeing the bird in the open for a few
seconds before it disappeared from view! Whilst
walking along the wetland edge, we gained
fantastic in-flight views of two Madagascan Snipe
that we flushed; and returning to the area of open
water, we eventually managed to find the elusive
Madagascan Rail that was seen exceptionally
well! With all three targets successfully found, we
headed back to the hotel and to a nearby lodge for
lunch. Here we enjoyed a wonderful meal and had
a Malagasy Kingfisher catching fish in the pond
next to where we were having lunch. Souimanga
Sunbirds and Madagascan Wagtails were a regular
sight in the garden as well. It was, however, the
Malagasy Coucal by Heinz Ortmann
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find of an immature male Cuckoo Roller and a female Frances’s Sparrowhawk that were undoubtedly
the highlights of the lunch stop! Both were viewed well in the scope and made all participants rather
happy, especially the find of the Cuckoo Roller!

Southern Flat-tail Gecko by Markus Lilje

After lunch, we spent some time at the nearby
Lemur Island, where one is able to see a
number of lemur species close up. Whilst
there, we again had the pleasure of seeing
Ward’s Flycatcher and several Chabert
Vangas. Having enjoyed the lemurs, we made
a final stop before our hotel to have a look at
the Madagascan Owl that had eluded us for the
previous four days! This scarce and rather
impressive owl was seen well only moments
before dusk. Our local guide also pointed out
another Southern Flat-tail Gecko to us, which
was a further bonus indeed. Having had a super
day, we decided on a relaxed dinner and
evening bearing in mind we had two travel
days ahead of us.

The last morning in the area was a final attempt at finding one of the Ground Roller species occurring
in this rainforest habitat. It was decided to spend the morning walking the trails of Analamazaotra,
hoping to find any species that we had not found before. At the small lake in the reserve, there was the
surprise of finding both Striated and Purple Herons whilst also enjoying another sighting of Malagasy
Kingfisher. On this morning, the guests certainly enjoyed their best views of Madagascan MagpieRobin and we caught up with a co-operative White-throated Rail for those that had missed the birding
on the first afternoon of the trip. A mixed flock of Chabert and Blue Vangas also contained a first
White-headed Vanga and allowed those that had previously missed the bird to also see a Madagascan
Cuckooshrike for the first time! Another highlight was finding a second Common Sunbird-Asity for the
trip, and finally getting views of a Malagasy Green Sunbird back at the entrance to the reserve. There
would, unfortunately, be no lemur sightings, although we did have the repetitive howls and far-carrying
calls of the Indri for most of the
morning, albeit far off in the distance.
The top moment of the day and possibly
the trip up until this point was finding
and being able to photograph a Shortlegged Ground Roller on that morning.
What a bird! It sat for ages, perched on
a branch, in full view for all to see.
Simply sensational stuff! Having had
what can only be regarded as a very
successful, beyond expectations kind of
morning, we returned to the hotel for an
early lunch. Here we enjoyed great
views of a Malagasy Coucal before
getting into our vehicles and making the
Diademed Sifaka by Heinz Ortmann
trip back to the familiar surrounds of our
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hotel in Tana. Along the way, there was time for a Hamerkop sighting but very little else as we arrived
at our hotel in the late afternoon. Overall, we had had a phenomenal time in the rainforest and were
looking forward to the drier south which lay ahead in the coming days.

Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog by Heinz Ortmann

The following day was essentially a travel
day, as we had an afternoon flight from Tana
to the south-west of the island and a city
known as Tulear before driving north along
the west coast to Ifaty. The drive from the
airport to our hotel for the next two nights
produced several birds at the wetlands at
which we spent a little bit of time birding.
Black-winged
Stilt,
Squacco
Heron,
Dimorphic Egret, Three-banded and Kittlitz’s
Plovers, and Curlew Sandpiper were the
highlights. On the way, we also found
Yellow-billed Kite, Madagascan Lark,
Madagascan Cisticola, Pied Crow and
Malagasy Turtle Dove before arriving at Ifaty
just before dark.

Early the next morning, we met up with our local guides for some birding in the famous spiny forest of
Ifaty. There are several birds that occur in this habitat and nowhere else on the planet, and we were
keen to find as many species special to the area as we could. Namaqua Dove, Madagascan Green
Pigeon, Madagascan Buttonquail, Greater Vasa Parrot, Grey-headed Lovebird, Crested and Running
Couas, Madagascan Hoopoe, Sakalava Weaver, Thamnornis, Archbold’s Newtonia, Lafresnaye’s
Vanga and Subdesert Brush Warbler were some of the highlights during the morning and afternoon
spent exploring the spiny forest. The two bird highlights, however, would belong to the Long-tailed
Ground Roller and the strange Subdesert Mesite. Both species are confined to this habitat type, and
both are threatened. It was indeed special to see both on the same morning! Malagasy Turtle Dove,
Malagasy Kestrel, Red-tailed and Chabert Vangas, Common Jery, Madagascan Spinetail and Common
Newtonia were some of the previously seen
species that we had good views of during
the course of the day. The local mudflats
and wetlands also did not disappoint, with
Humblot’s Heron and Madagascan Plover
the standout birds found. Common
Greenshank, and Kittlitz’s and Whitefronted Plovers were some of the other birds
seen in the area.
In terms of mammals, there was the wellknown Petter’s Sportive Lemur pointed out
to us on the day roost. There would also be
a big surprise for us as our local guide
showed us the recently found and yet to be
formally described ‘Black-shouldered’
Sportive Lemur. A stunning lemur that a
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team of US researchers are currently busy studying and describing. Another first for me, and certainly a
scientific highlight. Once again emphasising the amazing diversity that remains in Madagascar – even
in the tiny pockets of remaining natural habitat. The guides in the spiny forest are fantastic at showing
reptiles of the area; and during the course of the day, we were shown Warty Chameleon, Sakalava
Velvet Gecko and a Mahafaly Sand Snake. Back at the hotel, there were also Peacock and Standing’s
Day Geckos for those with an interest in these scaly creatures.
Having experienced all of that in just one
day, the following morning was an early
start with a drive to nearby Tulear and the
boat trip to the island of Nosy Ve. On the
island, we had a great time observing Redtailed Tropicbirds; whilst along the
shoreline, there were Greater and Lesser
Crested Terns. White-fronted Plovers, a
few Dimorphic Egrets and a single Grey
Heron were the sole shorebirds that we
found during the short time exploring the
island. It was then time for some
snorkelling, where the local diversity of
fish on the coral reef present in the area
was enjoyed by most of the group. After
the snorkelling, we headed by boat to the
Long-tailed Ground Roller by Heinz Ortmann
coastal village of Anakao. Here we enjoyed
lunch and managed to find the local special the Littoral Rock Thrush. With the ocean becoming
choppier by the minute, the wind picking up and lunch finished, we got back onto the boat to return to
Tulear. There were not many birds apart from the odd tern and tropicbird on the way to and back from
Nosy Ve. However, it would be two mammals that provided the highlight for all of us. First, a
Humpback Whale was seen on the way to the island in the morning, and later a small pod of Indian
Ocean Bottlenose Dolphins – to the delight of those who had seen them. Both are not regular sights on
our tours to Madagascar, which made the day extra special! The afternoon visit to La Tabla in search
of Verreaux’s Coua and Red-shouldered Vanga unfortunately proved fruitless, as the intense heat and
dry conditions made finding the birds impossible, even with the great help of our local guides.
Madagascan Lark, Malagasy Kestrel and
Subdesert Brush Warbler were just about
the only birds we found. As they say, you
can’t see everything!

Grey-brown Mouse Lemur by Heinz Ortmann
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Our journey through Madagascar
continued the next day with a flight from
Tulear to the south-eastern coastal city of
Fort Dauphin before a long four-hour bus
drive to Berenty Lemur Reserve. The
flight went well and the bus trip was
mostly uneventful, except for the bad
road. A single Purple Heron, a few
Hamerkop, Yellow-billed Kites, African
Palm Swifts and a large Warty Chameleon
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were the highlights on the way as we arrived at Berenty in the early afternoon. In the late afternoon, we
were joined by our local guide for a walk in the gallery forest near the lodge. Birds were few and far
between, with a roosting Western Barn Owl and a single Frances’s Sparrowhawk being the highlights.
Berenty is famous for its lemurs; and during this first afternoon, we were treated to our first sightings
of Ring-tail Lemur, Verreaux’s Sifaka and White-footed Sportive Lemur, which more than made up for
the few new birds found during the short
stroll through the forest. Having had a
long day of travelling in warm weather,
we decided on having a relaxed evening
to be ready for the next day.
Early the next morning, we set about
trying to find Madagascan Sandgrouse in
the agricultural fields near Berenty. After
some walking, we hit the jackpot with
fantastic scope views of a pair quietly
feeding on the ground! This large
sandgrouse is sometimes exceptionally
difficult to find; and we were fortunate,
as not long after finding these birds a
Ring-tail Lemur in Spiny Forest by Heinz Ortmann
large herd of cattle moved through the
field and flushed the birds out of sight! Back in the gallery forest after breakfast, we had our first views
of the impressively large Giant Coua! There were also several of the arboreal Crested Couas in the
area. Malagasy Kestrel, a breeding colony of Sakalava Weaver, Helmeted Guineafowl, Black-crowned
Night Herons on the nest, Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk, Frances’s Sparrowhawk and the white morph
male Madagascan Paradise Flycatcher were other highlights during our morning exploring the gallery
forest. Ring-tail Lemurs, Verreaux’s Sifaka and the confiding Red Brown Lemurs all showed well,
especially for photographs, as we had an all-round great morning! The exclamation point to the
morning was visiting the colony of Madagascan Flying Foxes, a large species of fruit bat that occurs in
the area. This is always an interesting sight, seeing the bats hanging from trees or sometimes flying
around as a Yellow-billed Kite flies past too close for comfort.

White-footed Sportive Lemur by Heinz Ortmann
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The afternoon was spent exploring some of the
spiny forests in the area. Here we had some
interesting reptiles in a Mahafaly Sand Snake,
Blonde Hognose Snake and Gravenhorst’s
Skink in the area. In the spiny forest there
were brief sightings of Red-capped Coua, but
none that were satisfactory. The local guide
managed to show us Torotoroka Scops Owl,
Madagascan Nightjar and the tiny Grey-brown
Mouse Lemur all on the roost that afternoon.
Lesser Vasa Parrot, Grey-headed Lovebird and
Madagascan Hoopoe all showed well, as we
enjoyed further sightings of these species. The
night walk in the spiny forest was productive,
with Warty Chameleon, White-footed Sportive
Lemur and Grey-brown Mouse Lemur all seen
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well. The highlight overall, however, came as we were about to start the night walk: when we found the
local special White-browed Hawk-Owl – seen superbly well by all! The pattern had continued as we
had enjoyed another great day!
Our next day was spent enjoying the spiny forest and gallery forest, hoping to find any of the possible
new birds and also to take in all that was around as our trip was nearing its inevitable conclusion. We
again struggled for better views of Red-capped Coua, but had much better luck with both Giant and
Crested Couas during the course of the day. Madagascan Green Pigeon, Madagascan Hoopoe,
Madagascan Buttonquail, Madagascan Cuckoo-Hawk, Sakalava Weaver, Lesser Vasa Parrot, Greyheaded Lovebird, Subdesert Brush Warbler, Madagascan Cuckooshrike and Torotoroka Scops Owl all
made appearances through the course of the day.

Ring-tail Lemurs at Berenty Lemur Reserve by Heinz Ortmann

The top bird for the day would go to Hook-billed Vanga, which we finally managed to find after a lot
of effort and bad luck. The lemurs were all out in force, and we even enjoyed Ring-tail Lemurs in the
spiny forest later that afternoon. The night walk again yielded White-browed Hawk-Owl, a new lemur
in Grey Mouse Lemur, Western Tuft-tail Rats and the Ocelot or Panther Gecko – an interesting large
ground gecko species. With the end of the night walk, came the end of our time in Berenty, as we had
to head off early the following morning. Everyone had thoroughly enjoyed their time there, with the
mix of birds, lemurs and reptiles a real treat. One also should not forget the breeding facility for two of
the island’s most endangered tortoise species that we were also able to see during our time there. All of
these fantastic memories definitely made the difficult drive there worth it!
Our second to last day of the trip was our last and final travel day, as we left Berenty early for the drive
to Fort Dauphin. Before leaving, we were able to see some Ring-tail Lemurs one last time, as well as

Rockjumper Birding Tours | Madagascar

www.rockj umperbirding.com

Trip Report – RBL Madagascar - Highlights I 2017

13

the resident Malagasy Kestrel, Sakalava Weavers and Olive Bee-eaters that were around. The long
drive to Fort Dauphin went smoothly, whilst there were also a few more birds than on the trip to
Berenty. Namaqua Dove, Yellow-billed Kite, Chabert Vanga, Crested Drongo, African Palm Swift,
Mascarene Martin, Madagascan Lark, Common Jery and Souimanga Sunbird made for a decent list as
we arrived in Fort Dauphin for an early lunch. After a fantastic meal, we then went to the airport for
our late afternoon flight to Tana. We arrived at our very familiar hotel in Tana that evening, where we
enjoyed the last dinner together and the many memorable moments that there had been on the trip.
Unfortunately, these amazing trips do come to an end, and the final day dawned with more good
weather. We enjoyed a final meal together before heading our separate ways. I would like to thank
everyone for making this a successful trip and do hope to see you again sometime in the future.
___________________________________________________________________________________

Annotated List of Birds (Total species: 125 species, 4 heard only)
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F & D Donsker (Eds). 2017. IOC World Bird List (v 7.3)
Key to abbreviations:
E: an endemic species
NE: a near-endemic species (i.e. occurring in the Malagasy region only)
BE: a breeding endemic species
I: an introduced species
Conservation Status
CR: critical EN: endangered VU: vulnerable NT: near-threatened

Ducks & Geese Anatidae
White-faced Whistling Duck
Dendrocygna viduata
Very impressive numbers at Lake Alarobia.
Meller’s Duck (E) (EN)
Anas melleri
We had at least five of these endangered ducks at Lac Alarobia on the first afternoon with further views
of three birds at Mantadia NP.
Red-billed Teal
Anas erythrorhyncha
Abundant on Lac Alarobia, also seen in Mantadia NP and at the Torotorofutsy wetland area.
Hottentot Teal
Anas hottentota
Six of these delightful small ducks were seen at Lake Alarobia.

Guineafowl Numididae
Helmeted Guineafowl (I)
Seen well around Berenty.

Numida meleagris

Grebes Podicipedidae
Madagascan Grebe (E) (V)
Tachybaptus pelzelnii
We had simply fantastic views of an adult in Mantadia NP having had distant scopes of a non-breeding
bird at Lake Alarobia on the first afternoon of the tour.
NOTE: Globally threatened and declining due to habitat loss, the introduction of exotic fish, and competition (and possibly
hybridization) with Little Grebe.
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Phaethontidae

Red-tailed Tropicbird
Phaethon rubricauda
We observed this lovely species, including several large chicks, on the island of Nosy Ve.

Herons Ardeidae
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Nycticorax nycticorax
This species was plentiful at Lac Alarobia and seen nesting at Berenty.
Striated Heron
Butorides striatus
Seen en route to and from Andasibe on rice paddies and later again at the salt marsh near Ifaty.
Squacco Heron
Ardeola ralloides
Seen at various wetlands and rice paddies with the best views at Lac Alarobia and on the outskirts of
Antananarivo.
Western Cattle Egret
Bubulcus ibis
A widespread and commonly encountered species in wetlands and rice paddies throughout.
Grey Heron
Ardea cinerea
A single bird was observed on the rocky coastline of the island of Nosy Ve.
Humblot’s Heron (E) (EN)
Ardea humbloti
We had good scope views of a single bird near Ifaty.
Purple Heron
Ardea purpurea
Seen at the Torotorofutsy wetland, Analamazaotra Reserve and near Fort Dauphin.
Great Egret
Ardea alba
Commonly encountered in rice paddies/wetlands throughout the island.
Black Heron
Egretta ardesiaca
Strangely only seen at Lake Alarobia on this tour.
Dimorphic Egret
Egretta dimorpha
This common egret was recorded on 9 days with mostly white birds seen inland and dark morph birds
along the coast at Nosy Ve.

Hamerkop Scopidae
Hamerkop
Scopus umbretta
A bizarre bird first seen en route to Tana from Andasibe with subsequent sightings near Fort Dauphin
and Berenty.

Hawks & Eagles Accipitridae
Madagascan Harrier-Hawk (E)
Polyboroides radiatus
We had sightings of a total of five birds over two separate days in Mantadia NP.
Frances's Sparrowhawk (NE)
Accipiter francesii
This small accipiter was seen well at Vakona Lodge with other sightings in Mantadia NP and Berenty.
(H) Henst’s Goshawk (E) (NT)
Accipiter henstii
Unfortunately, this impressive accipiter was heard only in Mantadia NP.
Yellow-billed Kite
Milvus aegyptius
A common sight over roads and open habitats in the south of the island.
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Madagascan Buzzard (E)
Buteo brachypterus
Seen on three different days in Mantadia NP and Analamazaotra Special Reserve.

Mesites Mesitornithidae
Subdesert Mesite (E) (VU)
Monias benschi
This special species was seen exceptionally well with fantastic views of a perched male at Ifaty.

Flufftails Sarothruridae
Madagascan Wood Rail (E)
Canirallus kioloides
We had fantastic views on at least two occasions of this rallid in Analamazoatra Special Reserve.
Madagascan Flufftail (E)
Sarothrura insularis
The ultimate skulker heard more often than seen, we were treated to repeated decent views of a male
and female in Analamazaotra Special Reserve.

Rails & Gallinules

Rallidae

Madagascan Rail (E)
Rallus madagascariensis
This rallid spoilt us with fantastic views of a pair at the Torotorofutsy wetland.
White-throated Rail (E)
Dryolimnas cuvieri
We had great views of co-operative birds at Lake Alarobia and later in Analamazaotra Special Reserve.
Common Moorhen
Gallinula chloropus
Seen at Lake Alarobia.

Buttonquails Turnicidae
Madagascan Buttonquail (E)
Turnix nigricollis
These tiny terrestrial birds were seen frustratingly briefly in the spiny forests of Ifaty and Berenty.

Avocets & Stilts
Black-winged Stilt
Seen at wetlands near Ifaty.

Recurvirostridae
Himantopus himantopus

Plovers Charadriidae
Madagascan Plover (E) (VU)
Charadrius thoracicus
We had excellent views of a single bird foraging in the salt marsh near Ifaty.
Kittlitz's Plover
Charadrius pecuarius
Common at various wetlands near Ifaty and Tulear.
Three-banded Plover
Charadrius tricollaris
This neat plover was observed by some of the participants near Ifaty.
White-fronted Plover
Charadrius marginatus
Seen at the salt marsh near Ifaty and later again on the sandy shoreline of Nosy Ve.

Sandpipers & Allies Scolopacidae
Madagascan Snipe (E) (VU)
Gallinago macrodactyla
We flushed at least two different individuals whilst birding around the Torotorofutsy wetland.

Rockjumper Birding Tours | Madagascar

www.rockj umperbirding.com

Trip Report – RBL Madagascar - Highlights I 2017

16

Common Greenshank
Tringa nebularia
A singleton was seen at the salt marsh near Ifaty whilst birds were heard along the Mandrare River near
Berenty.
Common Sandpiper
Tringa hypoleucos
We found this species en route to and from Andasibe on the Mangoro River.
Curlew Sandpiper
Calidris ferruginea
Five of these shorebirds were seen at the wetlands near Ifaty. An unusual out of season sighting!

Gulls & Terns Laridae
Greater Crested Tern
Thalasseus bergii
At least six birds were found in and around Nosy Ve.
Lesser Crested Tern
Thalasseus bengalensis
A single bird was seen at Nosy Ve.

Sandgrouse Pteroclidae
Madagascan Sandgrouse (E)
Pterocles personatus
One of the standout sightings of the tour as we were treated to superb views of a pair of this large
sandgrouse at Berenty!

Pigeons & Doves

Columbidae

Rock Dove (I)
Columba livia
This introduced bird was widespread and fairly common in urban/settlement areas throughout the
Island.
Malagasy Turtle Dove (E)
Columba picturata
Recorded at numerous sites on 9 different days during this tour where it was seen very well on multiple
occasions.
Namaqua Dove
Oena capensis
An arid species that was seen on numerous occasions in the Berenty and Ifaty areas.
Madagascan Blue Pigeon (E)
Alectroenas madagascariensis
This stunning large pigeon was seen on both days that we visited Mantadia NP with further brief views
in Analamazaotra Special Reserve.

Cuckoos, Couas & Coucals

Cuculidae

Malagasy Coucal (NE)
Centropus toulou
Seen or heard on 9 different days with the best views around Analamazaotra Special Reserve.
Crested Coua (E)
Coua cristata
An arboreal species seen well in spiny forest and woodland of Ifaty and Berenty respectively.
(H) Verreaux's Coua (E) (NT)
Coua verreauxi
Unfortunately, this localised species was heard only near La Tabla.
Blue Coua (E)
Coua caerulea
A simply stunning all-blue arboreal coua species seen well on several occasions in Mantadia NP and
Analamazaotra Special Reserve.
Red-capped Coua (E)
Coua ruficeps
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The Green-capped (olivaceiceps) subspecies was seen briefly on several occasions in the spiny forest of
Berenty Lemur Reserve.
Red-fronted Coua (E)
Coua reynaudii
A usually shy bird that was seen exceptionally well on one morning in Analamzaotra Special Reserve.
Running Coua (E)
Coua cursor
We had exceptional views of at least three birds in the spiny forest at Ifaty with a final brief sighting of
a single bird in Berenty.
Giant Coua (E)
Coua gigas
this, the largest of the extant coua species, was seen superbly well in the gallery forest at Berenty.
(H) Red-breasted Coua
Coua serriana
This shy coua was heard only in Analamzaotra Special Reserve.

Barn Owls Tytonidae
Western Barn Owl
Tyto alba
This widespread species was seen well on the day roost on three different days at Berenty.

Typical Owls Strigidae
Torotoroka Scops Owl (E)
Otus madagascariensis
Initially, we had decent views of a roosting bird at Berenty, which were bettered by views of a calling
bird in the gallery forest of Berenty on our last night walk there!
Rainforest Scops Owl (NE)
Otus rutilus
After much intensive searching, our local guide managed to find two different individuals on their
respective day roosts in Analamazaotra Special Reserve.
White-browed Hawk-Owl (E)
Ninox superciliaris
This special owl was seen incredibly well on two night walks in Berenty.
Madagascan Owl
Asio madagascariensis
A superb owl that was seen well at the day roost near Andasibe.

Nightjars Caprimulgidae
Collared Nightjar (E)
Caprimulgus enarratus
Our local guide again produced the goods with fantastic views of a roosting pair in Analamazaotra
Special Reserve.
Madagascan Nightjar (NE)
Caprimulgus madagascariensis
Seen incredibly well at several sites on this tour including our hotel in Antananarivo, Ifaty and Berenty
spiny forests.

Swifts Apodidae
Madagascan Spinetail (NE)
Zoonavena grandidieri
Seen on several occasions in Analamazaotra SR, Mantadia NP and Ifaty.
African Palm Swift
Cypsiurus parvus gracilis
Seen in the vicinity of palm trees on the road to and back from Berenty.
Little Swift
Apus affinis
A small flock of these swifts was seen by some on the outskirts of Antananarivo on our way to
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Andasibe.

Cuckoo-Rollers Leptosomidae
Cuckoo Roller (NE)
Leptosomus discolor
A bizarre bird with its far-carrying call heard on several occasions with one great scope view of an
immature male on the edge of Mantadia NP.

Ground Rollers Brachypteraciidae
Short-legged Ground Roller (E) (VU)
Brachypteracias leptosomus
We had an unexpected and superb sighting of a perched bird in Analamazaotra SR.
Scaly Ground Roller (E) (VU)
Geobiastes squamiger
Arguably the sighting of the trip as everyone got great views of this shy and elusive species in
Mantadia NP.
Long-tailed Ground Roller (E) (VU)
Uratelornis chimaera
Always one of the highlights of any trip to Madagascar we were fortunate to have extended views of a
bird in the spiny forest at Ifaty.

Kingfishers Alcedinidae
Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher (E)
Ispidina madagascariensis
A stunning little kingfisher seen exceptionally well on two different days in Analamzoatra SR and on
one occasion in Mantadia NP.
Malagasy Kingfisher (NE)
Alcedo vintsioides
Seen on four different days with great views at Lake Alarobia and at our lunch spot at Vakona Lodge
near Andasibe amongst others.

Bee-eaters

Meropidae

Olive Bee-eater
Merops superciliosus
Seen on most days of the tour from Lake Alarobia right through to our final morning in Berenty.

Hoopoes Upupidae
Madagascan Hoopoe (E)
Upupa marginata
A cracking bird that was first seen in the spiny forest at Ifaty with subsequent good sightings in similar
habitat in Berenty.

Falcons Falconidae
Malagasy Kestrel (NE)
Falco newtoni
Seen regularly during the tour and in particular from Ifaty to Berenty in the south where it was seen on
multiple occasions every day.

Parrots Psittacidae
Grey-headed Lovebird (E)
Agapornis canus
These little parrots were seen in good numbers at Ifaty and again on every day during our stay in
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Berenty.
Greater Vasa Parrot
Coracopsis vasa
We had brief flight views of at least five of these large parrots during our time in the spiny forest of
Ifaty.
Lesser Vasa Parrot (NE)
Coracopsis nigra
A common and noisy inhabitant of most of the wooded and forest habitats on the tour with sightings on
9 different days that included good views at Mantadia NP, Analamazaotra SR, Ifaty and Berenty.

Broadbills Eurylaimidae
Velvet Asity (E)
Philepitta castanea
This stunning asity was seen incredibly well first in Analamazaotra SR and later again on two
occasions in Mantadia NP. Most pleasing was the fact that we saw both sexes during the tour.
Common Sunbird-Asity (E)
Neodrepanis coruscans
A non-breeding male bird was seen well and quite low down on flowers in Analamazaotra SR with a
second sighting several days later of a more brightly coloured male also in Analamazaotra SR.

Vangas

Vangidae

Red-tailed Vanga (E)
Calicalicus madagascariensis
Seen at Analamazaotra SR, Mantadia NP and Ifaty where both sexes were seen best.
Hook-billed Vanga (E)
Vanga curvirostris
After quite some searching we found three of these impressive birds during our final day in Berenty.
Lafresnaye's Vanga (E)
Xenopirostris xenopirostris
This range-restricted vanga was seen well at Ifaty where we had a pair.
White-headed Vanga (E)
Artamella viridis
This widespread species was decidedly scarce on this trip with the only views coming during our final
morning in Analamazaotra SR.
Chabert Vanga (E)
Leptopterus chabert
This widespread vanga was seen at various sites from Analamzoatra SR to Berenty on at least 7
different days.
Blue Vanga (NE)
Cyanolanius madagascarensis
A handsome vanga seen particularly well in Analamazaotra SR and Mantadia NP.
Tylas Vanga (E)
Tylas eduardi
Another species that was seen only once in a mixed flock in Mantadia NP.
Nuthatch Vanga (E)
Hypositta corallirostris
A ‘mixed flock’ specialist seen beautifully on one afternoon in Mantadia NP.
Dark Newtonia (E)
Newtonia amphichroa
This newtonia was seen well in Mantadia NP.
Common Newtonia (E)
Newtonia brunneicauda
Again a species that was less often recorded than usual with good sightings coming from Mantadia NP
and the spiny forest at Ifaty.
Archbold's Newtonia (E)
Newtonia archboldi
Very good views of this species were had at Ifaty.
Ward's Flycatcher (E)
Pseudobias wardi
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We had sensational looks at this ‘batis-like’ bird in Analamzaotra SR and Mantadia NP with at least
four different sightings.

Cuckooshrikes

Campephagedae

Madagascan Cuckooshrike (NE)
Coracina cinerea
We had great views of this bird at Analamzaotra SR on two occasions and again much later in the tour
at Berenty.

Drongos Dicruridae
Crested Drongo (NE)
Dicrurus forficatus
This widespread species was seen almost every day of the tour.

Monarchs Monarchidae
Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher
Terpsiphone mutata
The different colour morphs of this pretty flycatcher were seen well on several occasions.

Crows & Jays Corvidae
Pied Crow
Corvus albus
Common over dry woodland and grassland habitats, seen often in the south.

Larks

Alaudidae

Madagascan Lark (E)
Mirafra hova
A dryland species seen well on several occasions around Ifaty and Berenty in the southern areas.

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae
Malagasy Bulbul (NE)
Hypsipetes madagascariensis
The most commonly recorded species on the tour, seen on 12 different days.

Swallows & Martins

Hirundinidae

Mascarene Martin (BE)
Phedina borbonica
Seen well at Lake Alarobia, Torotorofutsy Wetland, Ifaty, Tulear and Berenty.
Brown-throated Martin
Riparia paludicola
A single bird was observed at the Torotorofutsy Wetland.

Reed Warblers & Allies Acrocephalidae
Malagasy Brush Warbler (NE)
Nesillas typical
A noisy inhabitant of many of the eastern forests in Madagascar, seen best at Lac Alarobia and
Analamazaotra SR.
Subdesert Brush Warbler (E)
Nesillas lantzii
This nondescript warbler was seen well at Ifaty and Berenty.
Madagascan Swamp Warbler (E)
Acrocephalus newtoni
Surprisingly only seen at Lake Alarobia on this trip.
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Grassbirds & Allies Locustellidae
Grey Emutail (E)
Amphilais seebohmi
Our patience paid off and we ended up with superb views of this skulker at the Torotorofutsy Wetland.

Malagasy Warblers Bernieridae
White-throated Oxylabes (E)
Oxylabes madagascariensis
After much persistence, we were all rewarded with decent views of a pair of these restless skulkers in
Mantadia NP.
Long-billed Bernieria (E)
Bernieria madagascariensis
Encountered regularly in Mantadia NP and Analamzoatra SR in mixed-species flocks.
(H) Wedge-tailed Jery (E) (NT)
Hartertula flavoviridis
Unfortunately, we only heard this species on one occasion in Mantadia NP.
Thamnornis (E)
Thamnornis chloropetoides
We were spoilt with fantastic views of this skulker at Ifaty during our afternoon visit to the spiny
forest.
Spectacled Tetraka (E)
Xanthomixis zosterops
Seen well on numerous occasions foraging low down in the undergrowth in Analamazoatra SR and
Mantadia NP.

Cisticolas & Allies Cisticolidae
Common Jery (E)
Neomixis tenella
Widespread and most common at Berenty.
Madagascan Cisticola (NE)
Cisticola cherinus
We had excellent views of this species in Analamazaotra SR and at the Torotorofutsy Wetland.

White-eyes Zosteropidae
Malagasy White-eye (NE)
Zosterops maderaspatanus
Seen at Lake Alarobia and near Andasibe on several occasions.

Starlings Sturnidae
Common Myna (I)
Acridotheres tristis tristis
This introduced species was common and widespread in disturbed, open habitats throughout the Island.

Chats, Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae
Madagascan Magpie-Robin (E)
Copsychus albospecularis
A delightful little bird seen on 8 different days during the tour with the best sightings common in the
Ifaty and Berenty areas.
Littoral Rock Thrush (E)
Monticola imerina
A pair of these birds was seen well at Anakao.
Forest Rock Thrush (E)
Monticola sharpie
It was a real bonus finding an immature bird in the ridge top forest in Mantadia NP.
Madagascan Stonechat (E)
Saxicola sibilla
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Seen best at the Torotorofutsy Wetland and on four other days in the first half of the trip.

Sunbirds Nectariniidae
Souimanga Sunbird (NE)
Cinnyris sovimanga
A common species recorded almost daily.
Malagasy Green Sunbird (NE)
Cinnyris notatus
We had a female of this much larger sunbird species at Analamazaotra SR. Unfortunately, the male was
heard only.

Weavers Ploceidae
Nelicourvi Weaver (E)
Ploceus nelicourvi
A forest specialist seen well at Analamazaotra SR.
Sakalava Weaver (E)
Ploceus sakalava
This species was common around Berenty and Ifaty with mostly non-breeding birds at Ifaty with great
scope view later of breeding birds at Berenty.
Red Fody (E)
Foudia madagascariensis
Recorded often throughout the tour in various habitats with the best sightings at the Torotorofutsy
Wetland.

Waxbills, Munias & Allies Estrildidae
Madagascan Mannikin (E)
Lemuresthes (Lonchura) nana
This tiny bird was located at various sites with the best views at Analamazaotra SR and the
Torotorofutsy Wetland.

Wagtails & Pipits Motacillidae
Madagascan Wagtail (E)
Motacilla flaviventris
This attractive wagtail was seen well in Tana and at our accommodation near Andasibe.

Annotated list of Mammals (Total species seen: 20)
Garbutt, N. (2007) Mammals of Madagascar, A Complete Guide.
IUCN 2015. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. Version 2015-4. <http://www.iucnredlist.org>.
Downloaded on 19 November 2015.

Old World Fruit Bats Pteropodidae
Madagascan Flying Fox
Pteropus rufus
This large bat was seen in good numbers at Berenty.

Mouse and Dwarf Lemurs

Cheirogaleidae

Grey-Brown Mouse Lemur
Microcebus griseorufus
This cute creature was seen well at the day roost and during night walks at Berenty.
Goodman’s Mouse Lemur
Microcebus lehilahytsara
A great bonus finding these little guys during our night walks at Andasibe.
Grey Mouse Lemur
Microcebus murinus

Rockjumper Birding Tours | Madagascar

www.rockj umperbirding.com

Trip Report – RBL Madagascar - Highlights I 2017

23

The last night walk at Berenty in the gallery forest there produced three of these charming animals.

Sportive Lemurs Lepilemuridae
White-footed Sportive Lemur
Lepilemur leucopus
We had good views of this species in the Berenty area.
Petter’s Sportive Lemur
Lepilemur petteri
We saw one of these lemurs on the day roost at Ifaty.
Black-shouldered Sportive Lemur
Lepilemur sp.
Tentatively described as a new species we were fortunate to see one of these stunning lemurs on the
day roost at Ifaty.

Lemurs Lemuridae
(Common) Brown Lemur
Eulemur fulvus
Seen at Analamazoatra SR and Mantadia NPs.
Red-fronted Brown Lemur (I)
Eulemur rufus
These delightful lemurs were a common sight at Berenty where they have been introduced into the
gallery forest.
Red-bellied Lemur
Eulemur rubriventer
Unfortunately, we only had brief glimpses of three of these lemurs in Mantadia NP.
Eastern Lesser/Grey Bamboo Lemur
Hapalemur griseus
This species was seen in Mantadia NP initially with subsequent better views of three individuals in
Analamazaotra SR.
Ring-tailed Lemur
Lemur catta
Absolutely spoilt seeing these lovely creatures up close in Berenty.
Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur
Varecia variegata
These stunning lemurs were seen exceptionally well in Mantadia NP.

Avahis, Sifakas and Indri

Indriidae

Eastern Woolly Lemur
Avahi laniger
This nocturnal lemur was seen well on a night walk near Andasibe.
Indri
Indri indri
We were treated to amazing views of 5 of these charismatic lemurs at our accommodation bordering on
Analamazaotra SR.
Diademed Sifaka
Propithecus diadema
These large lemurs were seen extremely close up in Analamazaotra SR with a further fantastic sighting
in Mantadia NP the following day.
Verreaux's Sifaka
Propithecus verreauxi
These characterful creatures were seen well during our stay in Berenty.

True Mice & Rats Muridae
Western Tuft-tailed Rat
Eliurus myoxinus
Two of these rats were seen well on the night walk in the gallery forest at Berenty.
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Rorquals Balaenopteridae
Humpback Whale
Megaptera novaeangliae
We had the good fortune of seeing one of these majestic animals during our boat trip to Nosy Ve.

Oceanic Dolphins Delphinidae
Indian Ocean Bottlenose Dolphin
Tursiops aduncus
Some of the guests were fortunate to briefly see a few of these dolphins distantly as we made our way
back by boat from Anakao to Tulear.

Annotated List of Reptiles (Total species: 14)
Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition
(2007).

Chameleons Chamaeleonidae
Short-horned Chameleon
Calumma brevicorne
Seen on night walks near Andasibe.
Nose-horned Chameleon
Calumma nasutum
Another small chameleon, seen on night walks near Andasibe.
Parson’s Chameleon
Calumma parsonii
This colourful giant was seen near Andasibe.
Perinet Chameleon
Calumma gastrotaenia
Seen on our night walks near Andasibe.
Spiny-backed/Warty Chameleon
Furcifer verrucosus
We had superb views of this species at Tulear, Berenty and from Fort Dauphin to Berenty.

Geckos Gekkonidae
Sakalava Velvet Gecko
Blaesodactylus sakalava
Seen in the spiny forest at Ifaty.
Ocelot or Panther Gecko
Paroedura picta
Seen on a night walk in the gallery forest at Berenty.
Striped/Lineated Day Gecko
Phelsuma lineata
These beautiful geckos were found at Andasibe.
Peacock/Four-spotted Day Gecko
Phelsuma quadriocellata
We saw this stunning lizard at our accommodation at Ifaty and Berenty.
Standing’s Day Gecko
Phelsuma standingi
These day geckos were seen at Ifaty.
Southern (Mossy) Leaf-tailed Gecko
Uroplatus sikorae
We had a great sighting of this lizard on a night walk near Andasibe with a second one also found by
our expert local leader where we also had found the Madagascan Owl!

Skinks Scincidae
Gravenhorst’s Skink
Trachylepis gravenhorstii
A singleton was found in the gallery forest at Berenty.
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Lamprophiidae

Mahafaly Sand Snake
Mimophis mahfalensis
This snake was seen on two occasions in the spiny forest of Ifaty and Berenty.
Blonde Hognose Snake
Leioheterodon modestus
Some of the participants briefly glimpsed this large snake crossing the road near the spiny forest at
Berenty.

Annotated List of Amphibians (Total species: 3)
Glaw, F. & Vences, M. A Field Guide to the Amphibians and Reptiles of Madagascar; Third Edition
(2007).

Madagascar Frogs Mantellidae
Grandidier’s Madagascar Frog
Mantidactylus grandidieri
This frog was heard only on a night walk near Andasibe.
Madagascar Bright-eyed Frog
Boophis madagascariensis
We found this large brownish tree frog at Andasibe.
Green Bright-eyed Frog
Boophis viridis
We saw this small, pale green frog on a night walk near Andasibe.
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