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Ethiopia
Endemics Birding |

120 January to 28 January 202417 days)

Lalibela Historical Extension |
28" January to 3% January 202417 days)

Ruspoli's Turaco by Clayton Burne

Simply put, Ethiopia is hand®&2 g6y 2y S 2F | FNAOIFI Q& Y24a0G LINBRdzOG A ¢
plethora of endemic birds to be found here, many of which are very tame and confiding, is further complimen
by a rich assemblage of forest and aamah species, while the influx of Palaearctic migrants at the time of this
tour all combine to make for atruly bilHA f f SR | RISY G dzZNEH ¢2 062203 &2d
cultures that grace this ancient land, all these factors combinirgnsure a fascinating experience of not just
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G§KS O2dzyiNEQa o0ANRASZ @ dzdudihgtEdidpian Walf ard Yroopsiof/tHe ingredii¥ |
Gelada. The spectacular landscapes and scenery, fascinating history, good road infrastructure, divezse cul
and astonishing wildlife make Ethiopia an essential expedition for bothdmedand casual birders alike, and
for many of our guides this remains one of their top destinations on the African continent!

To do full justice to the cultural and historical aspects of this tour, we offer a short yet very worthwhile extens
to the northern town of Lalibela, where we explore the unique 12th century monolithic churches, hewn out
solid rock and now appropriely considered one of the wonders of the world. These structures must be seen
be believed, and we encourage you to take advantage of this great opportunity to witness and investigate th
marvels of human effort and ingenuity!

ltinerary & Map

Endemics Birding

DEVAE Arrival into Addis Ababa

Day 2 Addis Ababa to Lake Langano

Day 3 Lake Langano area

Day 4 Lake Langano to Harenna Forest

DEVAS) Bale Mountain National Park

Day 6 Harenna Forest to Negele

Day 7 Negele area

DEVAS] Negele to Yabello

DEVAC) Yabello area

Day 10 Yabello to Lake Awassa

Day 11 Lake Awassa to Lake Ziway, via Lakes Shalla and Abijatta

Day 12 Lake Ziway to Nazreth

Day 13 Nazreth to Awash National Park

Day 14 Awash National Park

Day 15 Awash National Park to Aledeghi Wildlife Reserve
Aledeghi Wildlife Reserve to Debre Bihran via Melka Gebdu & Gemasa G
Debre Birhan to Addis Ababa via the Jemma Valfegiepart

Lalibela HistoricaExtension

Day 1 Arrival into Addis Ababa
Day 2 Addis Ababa td_alibela

Asheton Maryam

Day 4 Lalibela to Addis Ababa
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Birding sites in detail

Addis Ababa The capital of Ethiopia has a
few open spaces and parks that can be
birding. Noteworthy species that may be
seen include Whitdbacked Black Tit,
Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher, Brewmped
Seedeater, Tacazze Sunbird, Whatdlared
Pigeon, Wattled Ibis, and host of raptors
overhead, numbering both Egyptian and
Hooded Vultures

Lake ChelekchekaThis isan excellent site

for migrant ducks and waders. Regular
species encountered here include Northern
Pintail, Northern Shoveler, Garganey,
Eurasian Teal, Twtl Duck, Blackailed
D2RgA YR ¢SYYAYO]l
through the rafts of ducks and other
migrants can be very challenging due to the distraction caused by the sheer number of species moving thro
the scrubby vegetation near the lake edge! Commame€ often roost in staggering numbers on the far side of
the water, and we may see them flying off to forage in huge, noisy flocks.

Lake Hora The woodlands around the lake also teem with birds and again it may prove difficult to keep up wi
the seemimgly endless flow of lifers! Bldaereasted Beesater, Blackoilled Barbet, Common Redstart, Eurasian
Blackcap, Rethroated Wryneck, DarOl LILJISR |, St f 26 2 | N@GhatSWeEternvBladiikadetl f O
. FGAEAT . S dzi A FdzA  { dzy 0 A MR ariety bf \watSHirds Qegpecialfy Idey@tdiJdiving R
ducks, can be seen here.

Lake Bishoftul SNBX ¢S Qf f ®&ccoa &b ReDUgikoyisDucks? Salthern Pochard, Singing Cisticol
gorgeous Tacazze Sunbird, Mocking CIliff Chat, Abyssinian Vehelatde Rock Thrush, and flocks of Black
winged Lovebirdjustsome of our targets here

Koka Dam& Lake Ziway Both these sites arelassified as Important Bird Areas, supporting vast numbers of
both resident and migrant waterbirds. Speci
we will search for include the spectacular Bla
Crowned Crane, Pifbacked Pelican, Africa
Darter, Intermediate Egret, Goliath Herorn
Hamerkop, ¥llow-billed and Saddkbilled
Storks, Spuwinged and Egyptian Geese, Kno
billed Duck, the elegant African Pygmy Goo
African Fish Eagle, Western Marsh Harri
African and Lesser Jacanas, Common Sn
Senegal Thieknee, Sedge Warbler, Spwinged
Lgwing, Guklbilled Tern, and Pied ang
Malachite Kingfishers. Strolling along th
lakeshore at Lake Ziway will allow us excellg
views of confiding Great White Pelican and t
huge Marabou Stork, while dazzling Norther

Blue-breasted Beeeater by Greg de Klerk
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Carmine Beeater, migratory White and
Western Yellow Wagtails (including some of the
striking feldeggi race) and the less colourful
Ethiopian Cisticola can be seen around the lake
edge.

Lake Langano Birding in the Langano area is
especially goodand we will visit some beautiful
fig forest and associated woodlands that teem
GAUK OANRA® | SNBE 6S gA
Silverycheeked Hornbills, Lemon Dove, Narina
Trogon, Lesser and Scétyoated Honeyguides,
Green Malkoha, African Hill BabhleDouble

o }" ... - | toothed Barbet, Browsthroated Wattleeye,
- e - ,M"”i:ﬁ‘ ="\ Thickbilled Weaver, Crestelrancolirand Scaly
Spotbreasted Lapwing by Greg dderk Spurfow] endemic Yellowwronted Parrot,

Abyssinian Ground Thrush, Green Twinspot,
Redshouldered Cuckooshrikand Reeheaded Weaver. Pods of lazing Common Hippopotamuses are
sometimes seen in deeper water and mammoth Goliath Herons stalk the shallows.

Lake Langano to Dinshdroadside stops en route could produce several endemics and other species, includi
White-collared Pigeon, Moorland Chat, Groundscraper Thrush (of the distinctive, endemisinaeesi},
f Iy T2 NR Qingdd Goakerand tlie dughly sougtiter Spotbreasted Lapwing.

Bale Mountains National Park)inshg.2 S Qf f 0 A-ditiRdefofeSs akite Bdle Mountains National Park
headquarters of Dinsho fahestnutnapedSpurfow| Abyssinian Owl, the secretive Abyssinian Ground Thrush
vocal Abyssinian Catbird, and the endemic Whideked Black Tit. Mammals that we may encounter include
azdzyil Ay belfl s y2¢g SyuGaANBiteé NBaAaINAOGSR (2 GKS
unusual at this high altitude.

Dinsho to Harenna ForestSoon after leavin@insho
on our ascent tahe SanettiPlateay we enter a Tid or
Juniper Forest zone, and here we will search
African Goshawk, Rufodmseasted Sparrowhawk,
White-cheeked Turaco, the localized Abyssini
Woodpecker, Cinnamon Bracken Warbler, African
Babbler, Montane Whiteeye, and Yd&w-bellied
Waxbill.

Bale Mountains National Park (Sanetti Plateati)his
will be a day of great contrasts and amazing scen
and birding. We will depart early and ascend the B
Mountain massif onto the Sanetti Plateau, which li

2y | TNR Ol Q#paskirg SlésSta ihe s
2T 9UKA2LIALIQa aSO2yR KA

w2dzaSGQa
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G SN)YSR - {WUATYND Y22NI I
characteised byGiant Lobelias that tower likg
monolithic giants over the rich tussoc
grasslands and extensive cushions of yellg
Everlasting flowers. This site is an Important B
Area of immensesignificance, supporting sevel
globally threatened species and nearly all
9GKAZ2LAIlI Qa KAIKEFYR § -
holds the only Afrotropical breeding population'.’
of Ruddy Shelduck, Golden Eagle and-Bbed |
Chough. We will also search for Watt Ibis,
Chestnutnaped Spurfowl and Moorland
CN}YyO2f Ay w2dzaASGQA
and confiding here), Blueinged Goose, Spet
breasted Lapwing, African Snipe, Wattled Crarj ol B &
¢KS1thQa [ FNL 2 loex Yellowfronted Parrot by David Hoddinott
breasted Wheatear, Moorland @h and flocks of

endemic Ethiopian Siskins.

- dz

These grasslands are estimated to support an incredible biomass of 4,000kg (8,800lb) of rodents per hect
This obviously attracts an array of raptors, and we should see Augur and Mountain Buzzardseacdk iiaxky,
GKS NI NB D2f RSy 9l 3ftSod ¢KS& aKFINB (4KAa FodzyRI Yy
QUKAZ2LIALY 2N {AYASY 22f{F3 ONROYSR gAGK GKS dzyS)
vibrantly coloured animalsmost closely related to the Grey Wolf exhibiting their hunting prowess whilst
LI2dzy OAy 3 2y DALYyl a2tS wlkia o0Fly20KSNJ SYRSYAO (2
experiences. We should enjoy excellent photographic opportuniieésis unique montane habitat.

HarennaForest. This ighe largest intact forest block in Ethiopia, and the largest protected-Alfpone Forest
on the continent. It still supports populations of Lion, and the only surgitorestdwelling African Wild Dogs.
lf 0K2dAK AdQa dzytA|1Sfte GKIG ¢S oAttt &4SS SAUGKSNI z
mossdraped forest is inspirational.
i Here we will search for the uncommon
leaNBaQa | g] Qivedf
Pigeon, Lemon and Tambourine
Doves, African Emerald Cuckoo,
Abyssinian  Woodpecker,  Narina
Trogon, Brown Parisoma (represented
by a subspecies endemic to this
National Park), Abyssinian
Crimsonwing, African Citril and Yellow
crowned Canary.

Harenna Brest to Negele Leaving

Harenna Forestwve will gradually lose

altitude en route to Negele, a town in
the Guji Zone of the Oromia Region.
We will exit the forest zone and enter
progressively drier thorn savanna in
this remote, southern sector of

BT S ol
. T x‘*“‘ '.&l‘l f"

Ethiopian Wolf by Meg Taylor
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Ethiopia Along the dusty drive, we ca
expect to start adding a number of ne
species to our bgrgegning list ingludin
Goldero NB I au SRZ { KSt ¢
Starlings, Northern Rebilled and Eastern
Yellowbilled Hornbills Redandyellow |
Barbet and Lilabreasted Roller.

Genale RiverAdry WadiA on the'GenaIe Ri,ve
is one of fewK2YSa 02 90K |
soughtt TG4 SNJ SYRSYAOZ
bird is named after an Italian Prince, it T - B e ~
hapless @scoverer, who was killed by af N o R 1» q&,w
African Eephant soon after collecting th ' X “‘\\ .
type specimen in the 18®. It took another * T = USSR

50 years before explorers saw the turac {Ht@FR2ZNAQA {SSRSFUSN) 0@
again, and only in the 19®was anything revealed about this bird. We will search fruitipgrées along the
wadi and should enjoy excellent views of this very unusual and beautiful turaco.

Liben Plains East of Negele lies a unique open grassland, the Liben Plains, to which tHe {itR g y | NI
Lark is restricted. This species belong#h® unusual genusleteromirafr& ¢ KA OK | f a2 Ay Of
wdzZRRQA& [FN] =X YR Aada O2YyaARSNBR 2yS 2F (GKS Yz2ail ¢
search of this special bird, which we hope to watch performing its paradispday flight. We should also find
aYFff LINIASAE 2F K2OSNRAyYy3a [SaaSNI YSAGNBt I -bdlied y
.dza il NRZ ¢ SYYA yadrigedapwigdiiéBabgd Festricted-SAmali Shoed Lark, Plaibacked
Pipitand PectoralJ- 1 OK / AaGA 02t & LT gSQNB OSNE fdzO1éez 4SS
Corn Crake.

Udet Road Further east of Negele we will bird the mcreasmgly dry woodland and thorn savanna towards tf
districtof Udetb ¢ KA & | NBI &dzLJ2 NI & | NBOSyidteée F2dzyR L1
scarce Golden Pipit, elusive Reaped BushshrikaVhiteeg A Y 3SR . f | O] ¢ A G X -strelfled/ 3 €

White-tailed Swallow by Clayton Burne
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Tchagra, Foxy Lark, Somali Crombec, Thgaal, Red
fronted Barbet, garish Golddoreasted Starling,
attractive flocks of Whiterowned Starlings, Somali Cro
' TNAOIY {Af@OSNDAtEX {KST
Large troops of Olive Baboon may also be encounte
here, and we should se dzS y (i K SiiNEnd poSsibly
Gerenuk.

Dawa River The Dawa River is the only place on our ta
where we have a chance of finding Juba Weaver, Wh
winged Collared Dove and Bldo&llied Sunbird. Other
noteworthy birds we may encounter en route tobélo
include Somali Courser, Magpie Starling, Bthckated
FYR 5Q! Nyl dZRQa . I NbhSGaxz
Bulbul, Redronted Warbler, Purple Grenadier, Blac
capped Social Weaver, Stdglie Whydah and its host{
Blackcheeked Waxbill.

{ GNB&aSYl yy Gylev.Fdgi K O NP
9GKAZ2LALI Q& WRINI HRRARNO o0ANRa>X 020K fA&aGSR |a 3
Bushcrow and glistening Whitailed Swallow. This area of Acacia savanna is characterised by giaetmdite
mounds (some towering 5m above the plains!) and both these birds seem to be associated in some way \
these marvels of natural architecture. The social Bushcrodeattariornig was only discovered in 1938 and
its affinities have yet to be &sblished with certainty. Although it appears starhlikg, it is presumed to be
most closely related to Crows.

Yabelo area The Yabello regiois home to two of

Other birds we will be looking for are Gabar Goshawk, the sisited Pygmy Falcon, Yellowcked Spurfowl,
glamorous flocks of Vulturine Gigafowl, BlacKaced Sandgrouse, Mottled Swift, Tree Pipit, the localised-Bare
eyed Thrush, ventriloquial Spotted Palm Thrush, African Grey Flycatcher, Pale Priniab&l&taviEremomela,
.FYRSR tFNARaA2YIFZ | dzyd SNRa | y Rd Sfakings/ Ehésinut {SplagfaivA iR
spotted Petronia, Gregapped Social Weaver, Chestnut Weaver, Gwerged Pytilia, Whitéellied Canary
and Whitewinged Widowbird.

A night drive in this exciting area could
produce Donaldsof YA G KQ& |-y R
tailed Nightjars, Greyish Eaglawl,
Northern Whitefaced Owl, and Three
banded Courser. Nocturnal mammal
sightings have included Striped and Spotted
Hyenas, Serval, African Wild Cat, and
Ethiopian Genet.

25 " Sarite Borama Plains These plains have
4 been a reliable site for encountered
.| Masked Lark, a species known ofrlym a
few sites in Ethiopia and Kenyaside from
this rare lark, we may also find larflecks
R Sy AT of spectacular Vulturine Guineafowl
Vulturine Guineafowl by Lev Frid waltzing about,Bateleu, Peregring~alcon
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White-0 NB 6 SR /| 2dz0 f % {
Chestnutbacked SparroWy | NJ £ 5 Q! NJ/
andPectoratpatch CisticolaMammals in the area
include DNJ vy (i Qa, GereriulS &ntiCNSS &
Zebra

Lake Awassa A birding stroll aroundthe well
wooded lake shore will likely reveahfrican
Spotted Creeper, Little Weaver, Blduked Wood
Hoopoe, Doubldoothed Barbet, Woodland
Kingfisher, huge Silvegheeked Hornbill, the
attractive Reeshouldered @Gckooshrike, Western
Blackheaded Batis, Browthroated Wattleeye,
Mourning Collared Dove, Gréyacked Fiscal,
Northern Puffback and Bronze Mannikir!g
Reedbeds in the vicinity support Greater Painte
snipe, Black Crake, African Swamphen, Blegded CoucalRedfaced Cisticola, Lesser Swamp Warbler and
Common WaxbillThe woodland alseupport families of Grivet Monkey, though it is the regal Guereza (Black
and-white Colobus) that will certainly steal our attention as they leap through the trees, thajgyghzelts and
long tails trailing behind.

Blackwinged Lovebird by Adam Riley

Time permitting, we may visit theake Awassa fish market. This large lake is particularly rich in fish, and tr
fishermen gut their catch and discard the waste around the market. This, in turn, attracts lardeersuot
grotesque Marabou Stork and other birds. Photographic opportunities are unrivalled. We should also see Gi
White Pelican, Whitdreasted and Reed Cormorants, Hamerkop, African Sacred Ibis;head&d, Grey
hooded and Lesser Blablacked Gullsand sometimes the massivedguipped Thiclbilled Raven squabbling
over the fish remains.

Lakes Shalla & Abijatta2 SQf f @A aAlG GKSaS Ofhe shdllaw andibiackidtAvftta RaRdT |
the extremely deep, blue Shalla (once a volcanic crater and now home to several bubbling sulphuric hot sprir
We plantobirdthel { S &AK2NBa |yR (0KSANIJ &dzNNPdzy RA Y 3 Sparb@|R f |
Little Rock Thrush, African Thrush, Budflied Warbler, Red

FI OSR / NRYOSOz . SI dzii A ¥ dz -billeddzy ¢
Oxpecker, Redilled Firefinch, Baréaced Geawaybird, Black
winged Lovebird, Abyssinian Wheatear, Whitmged Black Tit,
Black-billed Wood Hoopoe, African Pygmy Kingfisher, Greyish
EagleOwl, Northern Whitefaced Owl, Slendetailed Nightjar,
Bearded Woodpecker and Masked Shrike occur in dry Acacic
woodland throughout the area, while Blabikled, Banded and
Doubletoothed Barlets, Eastern Grey Woodpecker, White
rumped Babbler and Ethiopian Boubou are resident in -well
forested areas.

At Lake Abijatta, in particular, we hope to find flocks of Greater
and Lesser Flamingo, Northern Shoveler, Southern Pochard, Cap
Teal, Dark Chaimg Goshawk, Eastern Imperial and L-aengsted

9 3t Sax DNXeée YSaaNBfx [AGGES

SR <5 ~E . : . :
" R N e occasionally Caspian Plovers, many species of Palaearctic wadelr
tFffFaQa | ybRckefl Sdllsi (@mngst fseveddl other

{2SYYSNNAyYy3IQ& DIT St

Rockjumper Birdingrours Page |9


https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/

~ .4 ROCKJUMPER

Worldwide Birding Adventures

species of gls and terns), Collared Pratincole, Little Be
eater, family groups of the wonderful Abyssinian Grour
Hornbill, Sand Martin and African Pipit. Mammals we m
4SS KSNB Ay Of dzRS D Nbogsiby
Spotted Hyena.

Lake Beseka lava fieldWe will make a concerted effor{
to find the very rare ad localised Sombre Rock Chgs -
Striolated Bunting and Blackstart near Lake Beseka, W "
we also have a decent chance of seeing Hamadn,
Baboon sitting atop the edge of escarpments in lar
troops, soaking up the early morning sun.

Awash National Park WS Qtiird the Awash River an
Kirayawa Gorge, exploring riverine forests, wetlan
Acacia woodlands, savannah grasslands, rocky hills, Al
and escarpments. The park boasts a bird list of around < Sombre Rock Chat by Clayton Burne

species and we will make an effort to find, amongsiny

others, Egyptian Vulture, Bateleur, Tawny and Greater Spotted Eagles, African-HawierEastern Chanting
Goshawk, Scisstailed Kite, Shikra, Helmeted Guineafowl, Common Buttonquail, the nocturnal -baresged
Courser, mega Stapotted Nightjar,Eastern Plantakeater, the diminutive Peadpotted Owlet and giant

+ SNNSB | dzb@l 2BluéhdpediMBusebird, gaudy Purple, Lilmeasted and Abyssinian Rollers, Abyssinian
Scimitarbill, Eurasian Hoopoe, Eastern Yelohed Hornbill, Greater Honeygie, Wiretailed Swallow, Red
gAYIASRE DAtTtSGGIQa I y-HRowddiSyribARgliEh, ovesiriekng CamibnaRbck THKUBN] S
localised Ashy Cisticola, Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Grey-Wdnler, Yellowbellied Eremomela, Grey
headed Batis, Mouseolored Penduline Tit, Slat®lored Boubou, Northern Whiterowned Shrike, Northern
Puffback, Somali Fiscal, Nile Valley and Marico Sunbirds;h6aeled, Orangdreasted and Rospatched
Bushshrikes, Farailed Raven and Rdailled Quelea.

2 A0K a2YS f dzOdazlinggNb@herh Cafiiing Reatérfp&ched atop the backs of striding Kori
Bustard, a seldom observed phenomenon. In fact, this is bustard kingdom deluxe and nowhere else on
planet can boast the chance of no less than six bustard specie:
in one day Kori, Arabian, Buftrested, Whitebellied, Black
0SttASR YR | I NIt dzo QaoH

Mammals are also well represented and we may see
Aardwolf, Leopard (unlikely), Beisa Oryx, Aardvark,
{2SYYSNAY3IQa DFT StfSx S¢tS813
proportioned relative of thewidespread Impala), Abyssinian

Hare, African Wild Cat, Blablacked Jackal, Spotted and

{ GNALISR |1 &@Sylasx DNBIFIGISNI I yR
Dikdik.

Aledeghi Wildlife Reserve Here we will search for Somali
Ostrich, Martial and Shotbed SnakeEagles, Yellowecked
Spurfowl, the rare Arabian Bustard (perhaps the best location
| on earth for this species), Blableaded Lapwing, Chestnut
bellied Sandgrouse and Chestrhdcked Sparroviark.
Arabian Bistard by Clayton Burne Occasionally highly nomadic species such as Pale Rock Fin
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or Blackcrowned SparrowLark move into
the area as well. Depending on condition
we may also see several mammals such
D2f RSy WFO(llIfxX .SAa
{2SYYSNARy3IQa DI St f

This land is inhabited by omadic Afar
tribesmen who we will see dressed in the
fine white cotton tunics, bedecked wit
traditional jewellery, daggers and spears. T
men sport a unique bushy hairstyle, whil
women and girls are also extravagant
attired and adorned. They adhesdrictly to
their ancestral ways of tending their camg®

and goatherds and roaming throughout thi¢
inhospitable land. Starspotted Nightjar by Lev Frid

Doho. This increasingly arid landscape is a haven for dry country resident and migrant species. Watercoul
and rocky outcrops harbour Eurasian Sparrowhawk, African Collared and European Turtle Doves, the ra
restricted, Yellowbreasted Barbet, Chestriteaded SparrowlLark, Common Nightingale, Blue Rock Thrush,
Rufousi F Af SR IyR . fFO1 {ONMHz w20AyazX .2Nly /AadAO02
RedFNBY (ISR 2| Nbf SNE wdaviedSTcha@ad SoutbernNIrey iike, -Biddd | BOffialo
Weaver, and Chestnidrowned and Whitébrowed SparrowVeavers.

The area hasumerous hot springhich we may be able to avail of, whilst teigening, an optional night walk
may reveal Greyish Eagl@w! or Slendetailed Nightjar.

Melka Gebadi track The typically hot and dry Melka Gebdu trals&stsanother scarce endemithe Yellow
throated Seedeater. This area is also excellent for YalldMB I A 4§ SR .  ND S > . N&#eedS Q:
Goawaybird and severabpecies ofsunbirds. Redbilled Pytilia, a rare and tricky endemic has also been
recorded here.

Ankober EscarpmentThe escarpment road is ored the mostpicturesque in the entire countryAlong the

R NA @ S makestledtid roadside birding stdpr the endemicBluewinged Goose, Abyssinian Longclaw,
.t Iy FlAMENO dhickbilled Raven.A

\ stunning gorge neaGemasa Gedeils an
excellent site for the localised Ankober Serin,
a rare and elusive Ethiopian endemic.
Discovered only in 1976, they siwe along a
few kilometres of this wind blasted grand
escarpment, as do Gelada Baboons, also
known as Liofheaded Baboons. This densely
pelted, shaggy baboon is endemic to
Ethiopia, and the males can often be seen
flipping back their lips in a show of
dominance. These animals have the closest
vocal repertoire to humans of any mammal,
pronouncing all consonants and four vowels!
They forage on the grasslands above the

Gelada Baboons by Greg de Klerk
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escarpment and roost on ledges of inaccessible
cliffs at night. Other possible species to be found
her include Ethiopian Siskin, Streaky Seedeater,
Moorland Chat, Whitébilled Starling, Bearded
+dzf GdzNBX +£+SNNBI debessted | 9F 3t ST wdzF 2 dza
Sparrowhawk, Peregre Falcon, the seldom
recorded Somali Starling and Lebijed Pipit.

Jemma Valley An early departure is essential tp
be at our chosen site when the endemic
| | NJ 2 SpRrfowlis at its most vocal, thus
providing our best opportunity for seeing thi
elusive species.

UJ

The Jemma River is one of the main tributaries Redbilled Pytilia by Clayton Burne

the Blue Nile and it cuts a 700m (2,300ft) deep

gorge through the landscape. The habitat in the gorge is dominated by Acacia woodland, while the steep si
provide habitat for some excellén SY RSYA O O0ANRAD 2SS gAff O2y OSy il NJ
+ SNNB | dzE Q& 9 | -Bagl§, Buglir BusZar® (dafk niotphisliirds are commonly seen here), Lanner a
t SNBANRYS Clspui@awf a Dep MDDt SH{GA T I ddBIMASNIWAIO®D, 3Abyssipidbl/
2 KSFGSFNE GKS SYRSYAO IyR f 20 f wihde® Clifiv GhalLdsd itt @cre
familiar cousin, Mocking CIliff Chat, endemic Whnitkbed Starling, elusive Yellewnmped Seedeater and
Cinnamonbreasted Binting.

We will have a picnic lunch at the river and bird the surrounding woodlands fordBlul2 i 1 SR 2 22 R 5
Cuckoo, Blackilled Barbet, Eastern Olivaceous Warbler, Lesser Whitethroat, Foxy and Singing Cistico
African Paradise Flycatchex,l 48 1 SR 222 ROKI G FyR LalroSttAyS {KN
Specklefronted Weaver, Redollared Widowbird, Blacwinged Red and Yellow Bishops, and both Crimson
rumped and Abyssinian Waxbills. With a good dose of luck, we may stumblehgquiet and inconspicuous
Redbilled Pytilia, one of the trickier endemics that is regularly found in the Jemma Valley

Lalibela At the end of the 12 and beginning of the
13" centuries, King Lalibela of the Zaghdysasty
excavated a series of rock hewn churches, the New
Jerusalem as he called it, now rightly acknowledged
as one of the wonders of the world. There are
eleven churches in this town named after him with
others in the surrounding countryside, all of whi
are currently still in use. It is estimated that the
churches took 25 years to construct, using an
enormous labour force.

Whilst our main focus here will certainly be the
churches and their associated history, we will also
find ourselves constantly stracted by the
numerous, Whitecollared Pigeons, Whiteinged
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