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Tour Summary

Thailand has been known as a top tourist destination for quite someRmreigners and Epats flock

there for the beautiful scenery, great infrastructure, and delicious cuisine among other cultural aspects.
For birders, it has recdptcaught up to big

names like Borneo and Malaysia, in terms of
respect for the avian dehts it holds for
visitors. Our twelveday Highlights Tour to
Thailand set out to sample a bit of the best of
every major habitat type in the country, with

a slight bcus on the lush montane forests that
hol d most of the <count
species.

The tour began in Bangkok, a bustling
metropolis of winding narrow roads,
flyovers, towering apartment buildings, and
seaningly endless people. Despite the
density and throng of humanity, many of the
participants on the tour were able to enjoy a
lovely dayp s vi sit to the Gr
historic center of Bangkok, including a fun bomte passing by several temples. A fearly arrivals

also had time to bird some of the urban park settings, even picking up a species or two we did not see on
the Main TourFor most, the tour began in earnest on Novemb®r\wih our day tour of the salt pans,
mudflats, wetlands, and manges of the famed Pak Thale Shore bird Project, and Laem Phak Bia
mangroves.

Crested Goshawk flightby Forrest Rowland

Within an hour of arriving at Pak Thaleve
were thrilledto be viewing one of the mai
targets of the tour, the critically endangers
Spoonbilled Sandpiper! In fact, we
encountered two (and a third was enjoyed |
our drivers who bird as well) of this adorabl
once neaextinct species, a mat incredible
numbes and diversity foraging and loafin
on the Salt Pans of the Shorebird Project a
Some of the more impressive tallies
estimated were nearly 3000 Curle
including a few Far Eastern Curlew, over 5(
Caspian Tern (as well as anoth®&rtern
species), ad more than 2000 Lesser a
Greater Sand Plovers and Grey and Pac
Golden Plovers. Seeing shorebirds in s
numbers is always an excitiegperience and| ,
having direct comparisons of Reeckedand -_— — i
Dark-necked Tailorbird by Forrest Rowland
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Long-toed Stints, Curlew and Brodadlled Sandpipersand both Sand Plovers is always a fun learning

experience.

Blue winged Leafbird by Forrest Rowland

Further down the coast from Pak Thatgher disjunct
wetland stops we made scored us the exceptionally rare
Nordmannos Greenshank, as
Redshank, Terek, Marsh, and Common Sgretg,hordes

of Great Knot, and wonderful views of a few passerines
such as Racketiled Treepie Goldenbellied Gerygone,
Malaysian Pied Fantail, Oriental Reed Warbler, Dusky
Warbler, Common Tailorbird, Whitehouldered and

Asian Pied Starlings, and ne@Myna than we could count

en route to our lunch stop. The lunch stop deserves more

than honorablene nt i on . The food was

best, is our local guide and famed bird expert Uthai
Treesucon very nonchalantly described the delicious
seafoodlunh as fAtypicalo. | f it
Superb food, as we would finreally is typica of the
country.

Laem Phak Bia lived up to its fame as being the best site
in the region for Whitdaced Plover, Malaysian Plover,

and Chinese Egret, tholughe latter only showed well for one boat, alasth&t rocky promontory, we

picked up a few more terns, Black Kite, Osprey, and duringdBae ridethrough the mangroves y | e 6 s

Fly Foxes were roosting by the dozen, among other fun encowsutensas oufirst stunning Black

capped KingfisherWe wrapped up the day with a brief stop at a wetland paddock where we enjoyed

wonderful views of Wood and Green Sandpip
Purple Heron, gorgeous Gréygaded Lapwings (Sa
much more striking in person than in theldi

guide!), Plaintive Cuckoo, Plain Ria, Plain

backed Sparrow, Brown Shrike, and definiti
views of a number of egrets and heroive. arrived
atour pleasant accommodations at Kaeng Krac
Country Club in time to enjoy a shower ar
Collared Scops Owlbefore dinner. It was a truly
spectaclar first day, netting us over 100 specie
An auspicious start to a spectacularly reward
tour.

Our second day was spent along the main entrg
to Kaeng Krachan National Park. Kaeng Krach

i s Thai |l aad dasgestnNatorak Rgrk
spanning som 100kms near the Burmese bord
The higher elevations on the hilltops and pead

reach up to about 700m elevation, providing a nlCs

crosssection of habitats to explore. Unfortunatel
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Chestnut-vented Nuthatchby Forrest Rowland
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we were unable to reach thiggher elevations
due to a planned construction project that
sl ated to occupy so
the road up the mountains, transecting f
park. Such improvements are nev
welcomed by birders, of course, becausq
damages the habitah dur case, it would also
cost us a few prize species that can only
found on the hilltop forest. Despite thi
logistical difficulty, our first day in the park
we nearly topped th
in theforest!

(@

tirel

Crested Goshawk, Rufodonted Bdbler,
Dark-necked Tailorbird, Common Hill Myna
and Oriental Pied Hornbill were our first fiv{
species of the day. Crimson Sunbird, Blag
andYellow Broadbill, Orangebreasted
Trogon, Great Hornbillbmd Bl yt ho6
Flycatcher were our final five. #b, more or
less, illustrates what an absolutely spectacular day we had! Fruiting trees, mixed flocks, and Asian Barred
Owlets were relatively abundant, making todagxploits fairly painless. We weitom one great
sighting to the next, seamlessly. Bldtkghed Falconets, Greater and Common Flamebacks at nests,
Heartspotted Woodpeckers at a nest, and a most obliging Asian Barred Owlet were amongst the
highlights, as were tavbeautiful Rufousbellied Eagles and Black Baza soaring through. Bulbuls and
Barbets were, expectedly, the most diverse groups of the day, while-Wiatted Kingfisher, Black
capped Kingfisher, and Common Kingfisher stood out as possibly the most colorful. Chinese and Hainan
Blue Flycatchers, Rubgheeked, Olivebacked, and Crimso8unbirds, however, beat them out of the
honor. We managed great views in mixed flocks of-g¥iped Titbabbler,Sc ar | et and Sw
Minivets, Black-winged Cuckooshrike, and

the stunning Bluavingedand Greater Green
| Leafbirds, the latter of which waseen by
only a few standing iexactly theright spot.
Often is the case in brief encounters in the
field. But perhaps the most thrilling moment
for many participants, or at least the guides
who are fuly aware of how rare it is to see
Partridges, was thd-erruginous Partridge
show. It began by us working our way into
position, looking upslope towards the singing
birds, then me realizing there were two Sealy
breasted/Greelegged Partridges in full view
already! We watched these for a few minutes,
before c#Hing our prize T the scarce
Orange-bellied Leafbird by Forrest Rowland Ferruginous  Partridge. While  these

—

Banded Kingfisher by Forrest Rowland
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particulars tellpart of the story, the sheer diversity ayab | ‘
smacking colors of the butterflies and dragonfliese
unparalleled here. In all levels of the forest, inside the s
and sun butterflies abound, adding much to the enjoym
of the experience. Throw in ¥thg Lizard or two, singing
Striped Squirrels, loungintp-active Dusky Langur, nof
particularly attractive but curious Stwhiled Macaque, ang
it made for a outstanding fst full day in the parklit was
celebrated with some cold beer and more delidiood back
at the Country Club that evening.

Our second full day in Kaengrachan area was a bit mo
laid back, despite doing a bit more hiking. We were ablq
enjoy secod and third views of species seen the day pr
as well as adding several new key species. Some oOf
welcome additions were dozens of Thitked Green,and
one Wedgdailed Green Pigeons, Greater Yellownape,
magnificent Wreathed Hornbill, Browrheeked Fulvetta,

CrestedHoneBuz zard, Blythoés P-a ,
bellied Erpornis, Thickilled and Yellowvented Orange-breasted Trogon
Flowerpecker, Violet Cuckoo, Tiekl | 6 s Bl ue by Forrest Rowland

Raffel 6s Mbehrded Beaeater, ECtesterl Serpelaagle and several ore. Perhaps more
satisfying were the improved looks we had of the splendid Orbaregsted Trogofa male and female
of which sat most obligingly at eytevel, for walkaway views and photgdjieartspotted Woodpecker,
and Great Hornbills in flight whicks always a minelowing sight! In the afternogmwe left the park
itself to drier climes around the Country Club accommodations. We spent a bit of tikiregldor
Lanceolated Warbler, Asian Koel, and Indochinese Bushlark whilst scanning wetlands wipeskede
up Lesser Whistlingouck and Yellow Bittern, as well as a host of Swallows and Little &sers coming
to enjoy the water. At dusk, we went to a@sbsite for Spotted Owlet where we were afforded views,
' followed up by a thankfully shortstop (afte
huge day in the field) for some nightjar
searching. It was brilliant! It tdoless than ten
| minutes to have both Indian and Lastgded
Nightjars come sailing past us, curious,
allowing great views in the spotlight.
Mammals were notable today, as waeillith
fantastic sightings of Dusky Langur, Lar
Gibbon, and Creampellied Giant Squirrel
topping the list!

We began our fourth day of the tour by
picking up a few key species in the hot, drier,
areas around the accommodations just after
breakfast, takingadvantage of the cooler
hours of the morningThe Country Club

Elephant by Forrest Rowland
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grounds are mostly drier scrub and dense deciduous forest. There are some amazing epetiesthe
of which are incredibly difficult to get views of. We counted ourselves fortunate to @ipge
Scimitar Babbler (a couplef participants, atleast), and geshort views of Greater Necklaced
Laughingthrush. Both notoriously tough to
see welll Greyfaced Buzzard was a boon, as
this species had never before been recorded
on any Rockjumper Touto Thailand!
Migration served up a few Oriental Honey
Buzzard and Bldc Bazas as well. Thick
billed and Lanceolated Warblers showed for
a few folks, while Greybreasted Prinia, the
garrulous and attractive Rufous Treepie, and
stunning Scarlebacked Flowrpecker all
showed very nicely indeed.

Given the long travel today, we headed
directly to the coast to look for Asiatic
Dowitcher. Unfortunately, we dipped, and
therewereno reports the week prior, either.
Perhaps they pushed on through before more

coud arrive. We did manage tinfl a few nice new shorebirds, though, including lovely looks at Pied
Avocet,Te mmi nckds and Little Stint, -bledPekwan, tdhbaad t he
Ri chardbs and Paddyf i ehe dkedfrgntiotosr vehiesragwe@xiteadiwksen n g ¢
a small lark scooted out into the road. | calldthito examine. We initially thought it must be Oriental
Skylark, given the crested effect, but that was ephemeral and left us uneasy Upon furtbeomeee
realizedthatwelth Thai |l andds
for Sy k eteed d.ark!'8 iNoametous
photographs were taken for confirmation.
was Uthaiodos first f \\ 'y and
we all thrilled to score him a new Thai birg -

Not every day the authmf the book gets a
new bird

Rufescent Priniaby Forrest Rowland

The long drive to Khao Yai was sufficientl
broken up with some insanely producti
wetland stops. 6 species of Waterfowl, Indig
Cormorant, Whitébrowed and Ruddy
breasted Crakes, Bronménged and
Pheasantailed Jacanas,Oriental Darter,
Cinnamon Bitern (first time for RJ Thailand
tours!), Yellow Bittern, Pinknecked Green™
Pi geon, Asi an Gol de Pallas's Leaf Warbler by Forrest Rowland

Grasshopper (Rustywmped) Warblers were among the many new species we picked up this afternoon.
It made thdate (8pm) arrival to dinnewell worth it, with memaories of cute Cotton Pygmy Geese and

Rockjumper Birding Tours View more tours to Thadnd
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elegant Pheasatdailed Jacanas to tide us over until more delicious food could be consumed. It was on

to Khao Yai, and more forest birding for us!

Khao Yaiisoneb Thai l andds | arges
than 2,000 square kilometers of area, it is home to some of
finest foothill native forest, and creatures that live there, in
country. It has more of a montane feel than Kaeng Krac
with cooler tempsrad morebroadleafedorests, though it does
suffer a bit from popularity. Most days of the week hundred:s
tourists are languishing in the shade of 80m tall trees
exploring the various cave systems and creeks that the p3
famous or. Our two fulldays in this wildly speciesch region |
was perhaps unparalleled in terms of birding visits prior. W liggs
we had a few misses, we had a stunning array of fabu
surprises and more target species than | can name here.

L2

Our time in Khao Yai started off witan act that was hard tg
follow up: two dozen Asian Elephants of all ages. It was ¢
first sighting in the park! Truly amazing, as only 300 of th
spectacular animals roam the 2000+ square latens forests
and grasslands of Khao Yai National Parkamag that they
are surprisingly easy to miss. We counted ourselves very |
indeed to have had three encounters of varying degi
including one bull that had our vehicles blocked from leav
the carpar k!

and drinking

Red-headed Trogon
by Forrest Rowland

from the nearby river. OQur

Thankful | y, ant dleved amazingphoto ogsiwheile athingt
fed r st

At

d

observing 4 species of Hornbills feeding in a fruiting fig with a Binturong! The nocturnal Binturong was

Stub-tailed Macaque by Forrest Rowland

Rockjumper Birding Tours

lounging for most of our observation period
but was still exciting to see. These scarce
forestdwelling relatives of Civets is also
known as the Beaat and is famed as being
one of only two carnivores with a prehensile
tail. It also loves figs, apparentlys amost
sightings (which are relatively very few in the
wild) are from individuals gorging
themselves on certain fig fruits. The stunning
Redheaded Trogon, fabulous Longgailed
Broadbill, colorful Laced Woodpecker,
scarce Van Hassel ttos
beautiful Banded Kingfisherand massive
Great Eared Nightjar were among the long list
of wonderful sightings our first day in the
park.

While our first day vyielded the most
wonderful mammal sightings, our second full

S


https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/
https://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destination/thailand/78/

Trip Report T RBL Thailand - Highlights 2019 8

day in Khao Yai was, perhaps, evenore
memorable for birding thethe first. It started off

with a successful search for the shy &ilv
Pheasant, which defies belief in terms of
plumage. We had scores of new species in mixed
flocks, mostly coming to Collared Owlet
playback and actual oeis which were a boon.

Some of the mixed flock species included
Chestnuf | anked and HWhie s/ Sy
eyes,Sulphubr east ed, Cl audi aos
Al strombés, and Martensos
eyed, and Pufthroated Bulbuls, as well as
several Wite-bellied Erpornis. We found
Mountain Imperial Pigeon, Barred Cuckoo

Dove, Mountain HawdEagle, Oangebreasted

Trogon, Large Scimitar Babbler, BlaahndBuff
Woodpecker, Common Green Magpie, and a few
laughingthrushes during the morning, but the
afterroon was the real show. We drove well over

an hour to Sakaerat Biosphere Reserve and
Environmental Priect. This site lies on the drier side of Khao Yai, where habitats include deciduous
broadleaf forest but also dipterocarp forest. It was here that weimveptirch of Siamese Fireback.
Thinking that the search might be mardigasuccessful and the birdlsemselves shy, we were primed

and on edge when a female wandered out into the road next to our vehicle. We quietly slipped out of the
vehicle before realzi ng we were absolutely surrounded b
National Bird put on annforgettable show for us that afternoon, with 9 individuals displaying, courting,
chasing one another foraging, posing, and coming to within, literaliyet2rs of the group!!! It was
something akin to spiritual, and many of the participants were tralyechby the encounter, which will
probably be remembered as the single most exciting moment of the tour. A little time in the dipterocarp
forest turned u@ few specialties. New birds for us included Rufescent Prinia, Burmese Shrike, Gray
capped Pygmy Wogqmbcker, Re¢breasted
Parakeet, Southern Sodtgaded Bulbul, and
others.

Spot-breasted Parrotbill by Forrest Rowland

We made our way to Bangkok, hitting a fe
choice birding stops ewute, beforeatching
our late afternoon flight to Chiang Ma
Habitats today included a beautiful w3
(temple) and the dry forests surroundin
grasslands, and marsh, most areas bg
somewhat disturbed but the birding still ve
exciting! A few choice stops yielded p
Yellow-vented Bulbul, Rain  Qualil,
Indochinese Bushlark, Oriental Skylark, t ¢ AN 4
endemic Rufous Limestone Babbler, and o Silver-eared Laughingthrush by Forrest Rowland
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of the few tickable introduced popations of
the lovely Java Sparrow which has begen
established in Bangkok for some 50 yeafs.
Our flights were uneventful and pleasant.

As Thai | ardalgéss citys erd oap d
tourist hub, Chiang Mai has a lot to offer the
gener al publ iptettymbuachie| bi r der s, it és
jumpingoff point to the numerous fantasti
birding sites in the northern reachefstioe
country, where the Himalaya meet the
tropics. Traffic can be a bit of a nightmare,
and though we did suffer a delay because| of
it, we scored amazing biscat all our birding
destinations. Our limited time in Chiang M4
was interesting, as the cultutere seems|
somewhat more provincial than Bangko
from what little we could make of it during
our time.

()

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher cite

A

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher by Forrest Rowland

We began birding the mountainscapes of northerndhail at t he Kingds Proj ec
search of one of the most spectacular birds orhEa&reen Peafowl. It took less than 5 minutes to lace

two gorgeous males, whose color scheme is somehow even more impressive than that of its more
widespreadnd common cousin, Blue (or Common) Peafowl. The Green Peafowl is larger, gaudier, and
more dappe by most estimation, as well. It is truly beyond imagination. We saw a few other nice key
species at the site, t h ou g low incuded Reebiied Magpie Jayg e r .
which was high on the dayoés | ist of highlights.

Our next stp was to the Mae Teng Irrigation Project, where dams and what control schemes are
experimented, and the riverine wetlands and mudflatshasygreat species. Numerous White and one
Citrine Wagtail were among the passerine highlights alonly gn¢at views of Baikal Bush Warbler,
which is normdly dead hard to see. Stilts, Little Ringed Plover, Green, Wood, and Common Sandpipers,
Common Moorhen, Common Snipe, and several herons haunted the mudflats and visible river edge, but
it was a lost Rive Tern thatprovided the
largest excitement for the day. This species
used to breed in Thailand by the hundreds,
some 70 years ago. Now, they are less than
annual visitors, with our sighting being only

the third since 2011! We were ecstatic to be
able to vatch this etgant bird loaf, forage,

and ultimately catch a tasty fish lunch.

After a scrumptious duck noodle lunch, we
headed to some nearby rice paddies, hoping
to find waterWe scored huge, with dozens of
Siamese Fireback by Forrest Rowland Snipe to show for it! We managed great
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