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Tour Summary
Thailand has been known as a top tourist destination for quite some time. Foreigners and Ex-pats flock
there for the beautiful scenery, great infrastructure, and delicious cuisine among other cultural aspects.
For birders, it has recently caught up to big
names like Borneo and Malaysia, in terms of
respect for the avian delights it holds for
visitors. Our twelve-day Highlights Tour to
Thailand set out to sample a bit of the best of
every major habitat type in the country, with
a slight focus on the lush montane forests that
hold most of the country’s specialty bird
species.
The tour began in Bangkok, a bustling
metropolis of winding narrow roads,
flyovers, towering apartment buildings, and
seemingly endless people. Despite the
density and throng of humanity, many of the
participants on the tour were able to enjoy a
Crested Goshawk flight by Forrest Rowland
lovely day’s visit to the Grand Palace and
historic center of Bangkok, including a fun boat ride passing by several temples. A few early arrivals
also had time to bird some of the urban park settings, even picking up a species or two we did not see on
the Main Tour. For most, the tour began in earnest on November 15th, with our day tour of the salt pans,
mudflats, wetlands, and mangroves of the famed Pak Thale Shore bird Project, and Laem Phak Bia
mangroves.
Within an hour of arriving at Pak Thale, we
were thrilled to be viewing one of the main
targets of the tour, the critically endangered
Spoon-billed Sandpiper! In fact, we
encountered two (and a third was enjoyed by
our drivers who bird as well) of this adorable,
once near-extinct species, a midst incredible
numbers and diversity foraging and loafing
on the Salt Pans of the Shorebird Project area.
Some of the more impressive tallies we
estimated were nearly 3000 Curlew,
including a few Far Eastern Curlew, over 500
Caspian Tern (as well as another 5 tern
species), and more than 2000 Lesser and
Greater Sand Plovers and Grey and Pacific
Golden Plovers. Seeing shorebirds in such
numbers is always an exciting experience and
having direct comparisons of Red-necked and
Dark-necked Tailorbird by Forrest Rowland
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Long-toed Stints, Curlew and Broad-billed Sandpipers, and both Sand Plovers is always a fun learning
experience.
Further down the coast from Pak Thale, other disjunct
wetland stops we made scored us the exceptionally rare
Nordmann’s Greenshank, as well as Greenshank,
Redshank, Terek, Marsh, and Common Sandpipers, hordes
of Great Knot, and wonderful views of a few passerines
such as Racket-tailed Treepie, Golden-bellied Gerygone,
Malaysian Pied Fantail, Oriental Reed Warbler, Dusky
Warbler, Common Tailorbird, White-shouldered and
Asian Pied Starlings, and more Myna than we could count
en route to our lunch stop. The lunch stop deserves more
than honorable mention. The food was to die for! What’s
best, is our local guide and famed bird expert Uthai
Treesucon very nonchalantly described the delicious
seafood lunch as “typical”. If it was, we’d all weigh 400lbs.
Superb food, as we would find, really is typical of the
country.
Laem Phak Bia lived up to its fame as being the best site
in the region for White-faced Plover, Malaysian Plover,
and Chinese Egret, though the latter only showed well for one boat, alas. At the rocky promontory, we
picked up a few more terns, Black Kite, Osprey, and during the boat ride through the mangroves, Lyle’s
Fly Foxes were roosting by the dozen, among other fun encounters such as our first stunning Blackcapped Kingfisher. We wrapped up the day with a brief stop at a wetland paddock where we enjoyed
wonderful views of Wood and Green Sandpiper,
Purple Heron, gorgeous Grey-headed Lapwings (so
much more striking in person than in the field
guide!), Plaintive Cuckoo, Plain Prinia, Plainbacked Sparrow, Brown Shrike, and definitive
views of a number of egrets and herons. We arrived
at our pleasant accommodations at Kaeng Krachan
Country Club in time to enjoy a shower and
Collared Scops Owls before dinner. It was a truly
spectacular first day, netting us over 100 species!
An auspicious start to a spectacularly rewarding
tour.
Blue winged Leafbird by Forrest Rowland

Our second day was spent along the main entrance
to Kaeng Krachan National Park. Kaeng Krachan
is Thailand’s newest, and largest National Park,
spanning some 100kms near the Burmese border.
The higher elevations on the hilltops and peaks
reach up to about 700m elevation, providing a nice
cross-section of habitats to explore. Unfortunately,
Rockjumper Birding Tours
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we were unable to reach the higher elevations
due to a planned construction project that is
slated to occupy some two years “improving”
the road up the mountains, transecting the
park. Such improvements are never
welcomed by birders, of course, because it
damages the habitat. In our case, it would also
cost us a few prize species that can only be
found on the hilltop forest. Despite this
logistical difficulty, our first day in the park,
we nearly topped the first day’s tally, entirely
in the forest!
Crested Goshawk, Rufous-fronted Babbler,
Dark-necked Tailorbird, Common Hill Myna,
and Oriental Pied Hornbill were our first five
species of the day. Crimson Sunbird, Blackand-Yellow Broadbill, Orange-breasted
Trogon, Great Hornbill, and Blyth’s Paradise
Banded Kingfisher by Forrest Rowland
Flycatcher were our final five. That, more or
less, illustrates what an absolutely spectacular day we had! Fruiting trees, mixed flocks, and Asian Barred
Owlets were relatively abundant, making today's exploits fairly painless. We went from one great
sighting to the next, seamlessly. Black-thighed Falconets, Greater and Common Flamebacks at nests,
Heart-spotted Woodpeckers at a nest, and a most obliging Asian Barred Owlet were amongst the
highlights, as were two beautiful Rufous-bellied Eagles and Black Baza soaring through. Bulbuls and
Barbets were, expectedly, the most diverse groups of the day, while White-throated Kingfisher, Blackcapped Kingfisher, and Common Kingfisher stood out as possibly the most colorful. Chinese and Hainan
Blue Flycatchers, Ruby-cheeked, Olive-backed, and Crimson Sunbirds, however, beat them out of the
honor. We managed great views in mixed flocks of Pin-striped Tit-babbler, Scarlet and Swinhoe’s
Minivets, Black-winged Cuckooshrike, and
the stunning Blue-winged and Greater Green
Leafbirds, the latter of which was seen by
only a few standing in exactly the right spot.
Often is the case in brief encounters in the
field. But perhaps the most thrilling moment
for many participants, or at least the guides
who are fully aware of how rare it is to see
Partridges, was the Ferruginous Partridge
show. It began by us working our way into
position, looking upslope towards the singing
birds, then me realizing there were two Scalybreasted/Green-legged Partridges in full view
already! We watched these for a few minutes,
before calling our prize – the scarce
Ferruginous
Partridge.
While
these
Orange-bellied Leafbird by Forrest Rowland

Rockjumper Birding Tours

View more tours to Thail and

Trip Report – RBL Thailand - Highlights 2019

5

particulars tell part of the story, the sheer diversity and gob
smacking colors of the butterflies and dragonflies are
unparalleled here. In all levels of the forest, inside the shade
and sun, butterflies abound, adding much to the enjoyment
of the experience. Throw in Flying Lizard or two, singing
Striped Squirrels, lounging-to-active Dusky Langur, not
particularly attractive but curious Stub-tailed Macaque, and
it made for an outstanding first full day in the park. It was
celebrated with some cold beer and more delicious food back
at the Country Club that evening.
Our second full day in Kaeng Krachan area was a bit more
laid back, despite doing a bit more hiking. We were able to
enjoy second and third views of species seen the day prior,
as well as adding several new key species. Some of the
welcome additions were dozens of Thick-billed Green, and
one Wedge-tailed Green Pigeons, Greater Yellownape, the
magnificent Wreathed Hornbill, Brown-cheeked Fulvetta,
Crested Honey-Buzzard, Blyth’s Paradise Flycatcher, WhiteOrange-breasted Trogon
bellied Erpornis, Thick-billed and Yellow-vented
by Forrest Rowland
Flowerpecker, Violet Cuckoo, Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher,
Raffel’s Malkoha, Blue-bearded Bee-eater, Crested Serpent-Eagle and several more. Perhaps more
satisfying were the improved looks we had of the splendid Orange-breasted Trogon (a male and female
of which sat most obligingly at eye-level, for walk-away views and photos), Heart-spotted Woodpecker,
and Great Hornbills in flight which is always a mind-blowing sight! In the afternoon, we left the park
itself to drier climes around the Country Club accommodations. We spent a bit of time looking for
Lanceolated Warbler, Asian Koel, and Indochinese Bushlark whilst scanning wetlands where we picked
up Lesser Whistling-Duck and Yellow Bittern, as well as a host of Swallows and Little Bee-eaters coming
to enjoy the water. At dusk, we went to a roost site for Spotted Owlet where we were afforded views,
followed up by a thankfully shortstop (after a
huge day in the field) for some nightjar
searching. It was brilliant! It took less than ten
minutes to have both Indian and Large-tailed
Nightjars come sailing past us, curious,
allowing great views in the spotlight.
Mammals were notable today, as well, with
fantastic sightings of Dusky Langur, Lar
Gibbon, and Creamy-bellied Giant Squirrel
topping the list!

Elephant by Forrest Rowland
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grounds are mostly drier scrub and dense deciduous forest. There are some amazing species here, most
of which are incredibly difficult to get views of. We counted ourselves fortunate to glimpse Large
Scimitar Babbler (a couple of participants, at least), and get short views of Greater Necklaced
Laughingthrush. Both notoriously tough to
see well! Grey-faced Buzzard was a boon, as
this species had never before been recorded
on any Rockjumper Tour to Thailand!
Migration served up a few Oriental Honey
Buzzard and Black Bazas as well. Thickbilled and Lanceolated Warblers showed for
a few folks, while Grey-breasted Prinia, the
garrulous and attractive Rufous Treepie, and
stunning Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker all
showed very nicely indeed.
Given the long travel today, we headed
directly to the coast to look for Asiatic
Dowitcher. Unfortunately, we dipped, and
there were no reports the week prior, either.
Rufescent Prinia by Forrest Rowland
Perhaps they pushed on through before more
could arrive. We did manage to find a few nice new shorebirds, though, including lovely looks at Pied
Avocet, Temminck’s and Little Stint, and we had the good fortune to see a Spot-billed Pelican, to boot!
Richard’s and Paddyfield Pipits were cruising along the dike in front of our vehicles as we exited when
a small lark scooted out into the road. I called a halt to examine. We initially thought it must be Oriental
Skylark, given the crested effect, but that was ephemeral and left us uneasy. Upon further inspection, we
realized that we had Thailand’s second record
for Sykes’s Short-toed Lark!!! Numerous
photographs were taken for confirmation. It
was Uthai’s first for Thailand, of course, and
we all thrilled to score him a new Thai bird.
Not every day the author of the book gets a
new bird.
The long drive to Khao Yai was sufficiently
broken up with some insanely productive
wetland stops. 6 species of Waterfowl, Indian
Cormorant, White-browed and Ruddybreasted Crakes, Bronze-winged and
Pheasant-tailed Jacanas, Oriental Darter,
Cinnamon Bittern (first time for RJ Thailand
tours!), Yellow Bittern, Pink-necked Green
Pallas's Leaf Warbler by Forrest Rowland
Pigeon, Asian Golden Weaver, and Pallas’s
Grasshopper (Rusty-rumped) Warblers were among the many new species we picked up this afternoon.
It made the late (8 pm) arrival to dinner well worth it, with memories of cute Cotton Pygmy Geese and
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elegant Pheasant-tailed Jacanas to tide us over until more delicious food could be consumed. It was on
to Khao Yai, and more forest birding for us!
Khao Yai is one of Thailand’s largest National Parks. At more
than 2,000 square kilometers of area, it is home to some of the
finest foothill native forest, and creatures that live there, in the
country. It has more of a montane feel than Kaeng Krachan,
with cooler temps and more broadleafed forests, though it does
suffer a bit from popularity. Most days of the week hundreds of
tourists are languishing in the shade of 80m tall trees and
exploring the various cave systems and creeks that the park is
famous for. Our two full days in this wildly species-rich region
was perhaps unparalleled in terms of birding visits prior. While
we had a few misses, we had a stunning array of fabulous
surprises and more target species than I can name here.
Our time in Khao Yai started off with an act that was hard to
follow up: two dozen Asian Elephants of all ages. It was our
first sighting in the park! Truly amazing, as only 300 of these
spectacular animals roam the 2000+ square kilometers forests
and grasslands of Khao Yai National Park, meaning that they
are surprisingly easy to miss. We counted ourselves very lucky
Red-headed Trogon
indeed to have had three encounters of varying degrees,
by
Forrest Rowland
including one bull that had our vehicles blocked from leaving
the carpark! Thankfully, the thirsty elephant didn’t linger and allowed amazing photo ops while bathing
and drinking from the nearby river. Our first day’s exploits were many, with other highlights included
observing 4 species of Hornbills feeding in a fruiting fig with a Binturong! The nocturnal Binturong was
lounging for most of our observation period
but was still exciting to see. These scarce
forest-dwelling relatives of Civets is also
known as the Bearcat and is famed as being
one of only two carnivores with a prehensile
tail. It also loves figs, apparently, as most
sightings (which are relatively very few in the
wild) are from individuals gorging
themselves on certain fig fruits. The stunning
Red-headed Trogon, fabulous Long-tailed
Broadbill, colorful Laced Woodpecker,
scarce Van Hasselt’s Sunbird, retiring but
beautiful Banded Kingfisher, and massive
Great Eared Nightjar were among the long list
of wonderful sightings our first day in the
park.
Stub-tailed Macaque by Forrest Rowland
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day in Khao Yai was, perhaps, even more,
memorable for birding than the first. It started off
with a successful search for the shy Silver
Pheasant, which defies belief in terms of
plumage. We had scores of new species in mixed
flocks, mostly coming to Collared Owlet
playback and actual owlets which were a boon.
Some of the mixed flock species included
Chestnut-flanked and Hume’s/Swinhoe’s Whiteeyes, Sulphur-breasted, Claudia’s Leaf, Radde’s,
Alstrom’s, and Martens’s Warblers, Ashy, Greyeyed, and Puff-throated Bulbuls, as well as
several White-bellied Erpornis. We found
Mountain Imperial Pigeon, Barred CuckooDove, Mountain Hawk-Eagle, Orange-breasted
Trogon, Large Scimitar Babbler, Black-and-Buff
Woodpecker, Common Green Magpie, and a few
laughingthrushes during the morning, but the
afternoon was the real show. We drove well over
Spot-breasted Parrotbill by Forrest Rowland
an hour to Sakaerat Biosphere Reserve and
Environmental Project. This site lies on the drier side of Khao Yai, where habitats include deciduous
broadleaf forest but also dipterocarp forest. It was here that we went in search of Siamese Fireback.
Thinking that the search might be marginally successful and the birds themselves shy, we were primed
and on edge when a female wandered out into the road next to our vehicle. We quietly slipped out of the
vehicle before realizing we were absolutely surrounded by the spectacular pheasants! Thailand’s
National Bird put on an unforgettable show for us that afternoon, with 9 individuals displaying, courting,
chasing one another foraging, posing, and coming to within, literally, 2 meters of the group!!! It was
something akin to spiritual, and many of the participants were truly moved by the encounter, which will
probably be remembered as the single most exciting moment of the tour. A little time in the dipterocarp
forest turned up a few specialties. New birds for us included Rufescent Prinia, Burmese Shrike, Graycapped Pygmy Woodpecker, Red-breasted
Parakeet, Southern Sooty-headed Bulbul, and
others.
We made our way to Bangkok, hitting a few
choice birding stops en route, before catching
our late afternoon flight to Chiang Mai.
Habitats today included a beautiful wat
(temple) and the dry forests surrounding,
grasslands, and marsh, most areas being
somewhat disturbed but the birding still very
exciting! A few choice stops yielded up
Yellow-vented
Bulbul,
Rain
Quail,
Indochinese Bushlark, Oriental Skylark, the
endemic Rufous Limestone Babbler, and one
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of the few tickable introduced populations of
the lovely Java Sparrow which has been
established in Bangkok for some 50 years.
Our flights were uneventful and pleasant.
As Thailand’s second-largest city, and a
tourist hub, Chiang Mai has a lot to offer the
general public. For birders, it’s pretty much a
jumping-off point to the numerous fantastic
birding sites in the northern reaches of the
country, where the Himalaya meet the
tropics. Traffic can be a bit of a nightmare,
and though we did suffer a delay because of
it, we scored amazing birds at all our birding
destinations. Our limited time in Chiang Mai
was interesting, as the culture here seems
somewhat more provincial than Bangkok,
from what little we could make of it during
our time.

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher cute

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher by Forrest Rowland

We began birding the mountainscapes of northern Thailand at the King’s Project Huao Huang Krai, in
search of one of the most spectacular birds on Earth – Green Peafowl. It took less than 5 minutes to lace
two gorgeous males, whose color scheme is somehow even more impressive than that of its more
widespread and common cousin, Blue (or Common) Peafowl. The Green Peafowl is larger, gaudier, and
more dapper, by most estimation, as well. It is truly beyond imagination. We saw a few other nice key
species at the site, though we didn’t linger. Other stars of the show included Red-billed Magpie Jay,
which was high on the day’s list of highlights.
Our next stop was to the Mae Teng Irrigation Project, where dams and what control schemes are
experimented, and the riverine wetlands and mudflats host many great species. Numerous White and one
Citrine Wagtail were among the passerine highlights along with great views of Baikal Bush Warbler,
which is normally dead hard to see. Stilts, Little Ringed Plover, Green, Wood, and Common Sandpipers,
Common Moorhen, Common Snipe, and several herons haunted the mudflats and visible river edge, but
it was a lost River Tern that provided the
largest excitement for the day. This species
used to breed in Thailand by the hundreds,
some 70 years ago. Now, they are less than
annual visitors, with our sighting being only
the third since 2011! We were ecstatic to be
able to watch this elegant bird loaf, forage,
and ultimately catch a tasty fish lunch.

Siamese Firebacks by Forrest Rowland
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views of Common Snipe, Pintail Snipe, and the desirable Greater Painted Snipe of which we saw 8! Red
Avadavat, Stonechat, White-rumped, and Scaly-breasted Munias, and Zitting Cisticola were also present
with both Greater and Lesser Coucal finally seen. The remainder of the afternoon was spent in the lush
forested site of wat Tham Phong in Ching Dao Wildlife Sanctuary. This beautiful monastery is set among
the lush broadleaved forest and accessed by a
long, winding, very classic staircase through
forested hills. It provided many firsts for us
such as Streaked Spiderhunter, Blue-throated
Barbet, Square-tailed Drongo Cuckoo, Buffbreasted Babbler, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch,
Yellow-bellied Warbler, Red-whiskered
Bulbul, and great repeat views of Sultan Tit
and other real lookers! From here, we headed
to the Hotel for some much-needed respite.
Doi Lang is the third-highest ridge in
Thailand, which creates the border between
Thailand and Myanmar (Burma). Despite
best efforts, border guards would not,
unfortunately, be convinced that it was
Scarlet-faced Liocichla by Forrest Rowland
necessary for us to get photos with one foot
in each country. Perhaps we looked less innocuous than we thought? The guards were easily convinced,
however, that we should be allowed to leisurely bird the road between checkpoints, which is where all
the fun is. It was an incredible day! Despite being in a temperate forest, we logged over 80 species, most
with fabulous views!!! Though the prized Mrs. Hume’s Pheasant was a no-show today, we were
distracted with the likes of Giant, Velvet-fronted, and Chestnut-vented Nuthatches, Ultramarine,
Sapphire, Slaty-blue, Rufous-gorgeted, and
Blue-throated Blue Flycatchers, Dark-backed
and Rufous-backed Sibias, Blue-winged
Minla, unparalleled views of Spot-breasted
and Grey-headed Parrotbills, Japanese and
Yellow-cheeked Tits, Crimson-breasted,
Grey-capped, and Bay Woodpeckers, Crested
Finchbill, Large Cuckooshrike, Grey Treepie,
White-faced Jay, Blyth’s and Clicking ShrikeBabblers, Brown-cheeked Fulvetta, Mrs.
Gould’s and Black-throated Sunbirds, and
Mountain Hawk-Eagle among numerous other
wonderful sightings. The backdrop to the
whole experience today was broad valleys
between high mountain ridges, big skies, and
lush forests in all directions with an absolutely
perfect temperature. A better day in the
southern Himalaya could not have been
ordered. One of the highlights, despite the
Southern Muntjac by Forrest Rowland
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pheasant not showing, was sitting behind our
ingenious driver Jiang’s makeshift hide, with
little windows cut through reflective cloth
strung up between a roadside post and the
van’s rear door. It was great fun watching
Grey-backed Shrike chase around Grey
Bushchats, Japanese Tits, and an Oriental
Turtle Dove coming to mealworms set out by
Uthai. Two Yellow-throated Martens prancing
in the road in front us wasn’t too shabby either,
being about the most colorful and fun mammal
we could’ve hoped for today.
Our second full day in the mountains of the far
North, included a stop at the border with
Myanmar (Burma), for a classic group photo
complete with an awkward pose by the author,
as he tends to do. We focused our efforts today
Ultramarine Flycatcher by Forrest Rowland
on lower, lusher, elevations in search of a
wider variety of species that have larger ranges but are no less impressive. The fabulous gardens at the
Doi Ang Khang Royal Project were perhaps one of the most productive sites of the entire tour, and the
various supporting stops in the general area of Doi Ang Khang and Ban Lae were simply fabulous. We
ended the day with well over 100 species, all montane! Incredible luck,
and looks at a huge number of mountain specialties were enjoyed. Some of the highlights of the morning
in the gardens included Streaked Wren-babbler bouncing around the limestone outcrops, Black and
Mountain Bulbuls, gorgeous Maroon Orioles, Blue-throated Barbets, dapper Daurian Redstarts, a huge
group of Yunnan Fulvetta and Golden
Babblers, as well as a parade of
Flowerpeckers, Warblers, Sunbirds, and
Bulbuls coming to Collared Owlet playback
to mob. Yellow-vented Flowerpecker was an
especially nice pickup! The latter part of the
morning was even more memorable, birding
along the road towards the reservoir. After a
very brief respite from the dazzling show at
the gardens, we encountered a massive mixed
flock that made the day what it was. The
whole thing started with a few Swinhoe’s
White-eyes and Striated and Flavescent
Bulbuls but picked up dramatically when we
found a large group of about a dozen,
colorful, Silver-eared Mesia. Following the
flock was Silver-eared and White-browed
Laughingthrush, Spectacled Barwing, the
Siberian Rubythroat by Forrest Rowland
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gorgeous and highly sought Scarlet-faced Liocichla, Chestnut-bellied Rockthrush, Grey-chinned
Minivets, Stripe-breasted Woodpecker, White-headed Bulbul, and many more! It was the most colorful
flock of the tour, surely. The afternoon was a bit slower, as we worked for some very difficult birds,
indeed. After hearing a Hodgson’s
Frogmouth we were unable to find, we headed
to a secluded spot to try some dense
understory birds, like Pygmy Cupwing,
Himalayan Shortwing, Mountain Tailorbird,
Chestnut-headed Tesia, and White-necked
Laughingthrush. Some participants nearly
scored all of the birds! Most only saw a
couple of these deep-forest dwellers,
especially the Tailorbird, Shortwing, and
Cupwing, which behaved relatively well. We
ended the day on a high, having handily
passed the previous Thai Highlights Tour
species record by more than 10 species. And
we stay have 1.5 days to go!
The last full day of the tour was spent on the
far East side of Doi Lang, at the highest point
our tour would reach, about 2050masl, or
Giant Nuthatch by Forrest Rowland
7000fasl. This wet slope of the mountain has
many special birds only found in humid mixed broadleaf and humid evergreen montane forests, two
habitats that we had little exposure to up until now. Though we struggled at first, due to the cool temps
of the morning, activity finally picked up when we reached the upper forests, and we were treated to an
incredible show at the uppermost Doi Lang army Outpost. As the group birded, our drivers Jock and
Jiang set up papaya and bananas for the birds to feast upon. This is a relatively recent development in the
northern birding areas: setting out mealworms and fruit in specific sites as feeders. It works wonderfully!
One of the first special birds of the morning
was Yellow-browed Tit, which is seldom
seen on the tour. It was followed up by a
quick succession of awesome sightings of
White-throated and Yellow-bellied Fantails,
Dark-backed
Sibia,
Silver-eared
Laughingthrush, Rufous-winged Fulvetta,
Buff-banded,
and
Chestnut-crowned
Warblers, the rare Whiskered Yuhina, two
obliging Golden-throated Barbets, and a
relatively cooperative Slaty-bellied Tesia!
We continued to bird along the main road,
picking up Large and Small Niltavas, Whitegorgeted Flycatcher, and a few other gems.
The morning was a huge hit!
Mountain Bamboo Partridge by Forrest Rowland
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The afternoon, however, was a wee bit
slower. We didn’t pick up a single new bird
until we reached the Tha Ton Marsh
complex. This classic birding site has been
greatly reduced in quality and size due to
ever-increasing agricultural pressures. Once
a vast marsh, it is now merely a system of
canals with marshy habitats ranging from
the scrub, riverbank, and some remaining
rushes and sedges of native importance. The
main reason for stopping at Tha Ton was the
outside chance of finding the incredibly rare,
and endangered, Jerdon’s Bushchat. We had
little hope and spent a fair amount of time
looking at other species like Bluethroat,
Yellow-bellied Prinia, and other nice birds
of no particular import. About 20 minutes
into our vigil, we heard an interesting call.
We played the Bushchat. The call became
Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler by Forrest Rowland
much more emphatic. Within minutes, out
popped two birds: Male and Female Jerdon’s Bushchats!!! It was quite the boon to finish the tour on and
would’ve sufficed nicely to end the day. But two Barred Buttonquail felt otherwise and walked to within
15 of us before deciding it was too risky! Insanely great views of this little skulker were greatly enjoyed.
Our final morning’s birding was an incredible end to unparalleled success. After having already broken
prior records for the tour’s species totals of both birds and mammals, we didn’t expect much. Everything
was, from here, gravy…as some might say. Or
“Icing on the Cake”, as was Uthai’s favorite
new expression. So, when we were treated to
photographic opportunities of Giant and
Chestnut-vented Nuthatches, Japanese Tits,
Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babblers, Ultramarine
Flycatcher, and Olive-backed Pipit, we
counted ourselves lucky enough as it was. Top
that off with a male Mrs. Hume’s Pheasant in
the middle of the road, and we were downright
ecstatic! A small covey of Mountain Bamboo
Partridge flushed off the road, to boot, and a
short stop en route to Chiang Mai yielded
Purple sunbird and a wonderfully cooperative
male Violet Cuckoo. It was incredible that,
after nearly 450 species, we were still picking
up new birds! Alas, every adventure must end.
We made our way through Chiang Mai traffic
to the airport, for our final departures as a
Olive-backed Pipit by Forrest Rowland

Rockjumper Birding Tours

View more tours to Thail and

Trip Report – RBL Thailand - Highlights 2019

14

group. Fond farewells were shared in Bangkok, as folks rerouted home. Uthai and I were off on our next
adventure together, hustling to meet Thailand’s Best of Asian Birding Tour, thinking that it would be
pretty unlikely to have even better fortunes with the next group than we enjoyed with this one. Only time
would tell.
Special Thanks to a truly wonderful assemblage of kind, generous, thoughtful, and exceptionally goodnatured humans who participated in our tour. We loved traveling with you all! Your enthusiasm fed us
well, and it was our pleasure to show and share the wonders of Thailand with you. Happy Trails!
___________________________________________________________________________________________

BIRDS
PHEASANTS, GROUSE, AND ALLIES - Phasianidae
Rain Quail
Coturnix coromandelica
Several of this tricky bird flushed near Khao Yai
Green-legged Partridge
Arborophila chloropus peninsularis
Nice views of a foraging covey at Kaeng Krachan
Ferruginous Partridge - NT
Caloperdix oculeus oculeus
Amazing luck to get views of a pair at Kaeng Krachan!
Mountain Bamboo Partridge
Bambusicola fytchii hopkinsoni
Brief views, roadside, at Doi Laong West
Red Junglefowl
Gallus gallus
Nice looks at a few at Khao Yai and elsewhere
Silver Pheasant
Lophura nycthemera
A large group of these beauties showed for most participants at Khao Yai NP
Siamese Fireback
Lophura diardi
Utterly incredible experience with 9 individuals near Khao Yai NP
Mrs. Hume's Pheasant - NT
Syrmaticus humiae burmanicus
Outstanding looks at a stunning male at Doi Laong West
Green Peafowl - EN
Pavo muticus imperator
A few gaudy, gorgeous males at Huai Huong Krai Royal Project
DUCKS, GEESE, AND WATERFOWL - Anatidae
Lesser Whistling Duck
Dendrocygna javanica
Common at most wetlands on the tour
Cotton Pygmy Goose
Nettapus coromandelianus
Always a favorite! Great views of this beauty near
Bangkok
Northern Pintail
Anas acuta
Good numbers this year at Bang Tabun Ok
Eurasian Wigeon
Anas penelope
About a dozen present at Bang Tabun Ok
Garganey
Anas querquedula
Hundreds this year at Bang Tabun Ok!
Northern Shoveler
Spatula clypeata
A first for RJ in Thailand! Two at Bang Tabun
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FROGMOUTHS - Podargidae
*Hodgson's Frogmouth
Batrachostomus hodgsoni
*Blyth’s Forgmouth
Batrachostomus blythi
NIGHTJARS AND ALLIES - Caprimulgidae
Great Eared Nightjar
Lyncornis macrotis
Stellar performance by 3 near Khao Yai NP
Large-tailed Nightjar
Caprimulgus macrurus
Two sailed low over our heads near Kaeng Krachan Country Club
Indian Nightjar
Caprimulgus asiaticus
Had great spotlighted looks near Kaeng Krachan Country Club
TREESWIFTS - Hemiprocnidae
Crested Treeswift
Hemiprocne coronata
Several seen well near Khao Yai NP
Grey-rumped Treeswift
Hemiprocne longipennis
Fairly common throughout
SWIFTS - Apodidae
Himalayan Swiftlet
Aerodramus brevirostris
Common in the North
Germain's Swiftlet
Aerodramus germani
Common in the South
Brown-backed Needletail
Hirundapus giganteus
We saw surprisingly good numbers of this huge swift drinking from lakes in montane areas!
Asian Palm Swift
Cypsiurus balasiensis
Fairly common throughout where palms present
Cook's Swift
Apus cooki
Default large swift of the mountains in the North
Pacific Swift
Apus pacificus
Just a few in a flock seen near Bangkok
House Swift
Apus nipalensis
Uncommon outside of big cities, but present around Chiang Mai
CUCKOOS - Cuculidae
Greater Coucal
Centropus sinensis
Common, but infrequently seen
Lesser Coucal
Centropus bengalensis
Only one seen well, at rice paddies near Chiang Mai
Green-billed Malkoha
Phaenicophaeus tristis
Relatively common and widespread; exciting to see
Raffle's Malkoha
Phaenicophaeus rafflesi
Responsive family in Kaeng Krachan was great to see!
Asian Koel
Eudynamys scolopaceus
Numerous by voice in drier areas; seen well twice
Asian Emerald Cuckoo
Chrysococcyx maculatus
Gorgeous! Nice views of two individuals at Kaeng
Krachan
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Violet Cuckoo
Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus
Mind-blowing looks at a brilliant male near Chiang Mai!!!
Banded Bay Cuckoo
Cacomantis sonneratii
Fairly common by voice with a few seen
Plaintive Cuckoo
Cacomantis merulinus
One turned up for nice looks near Laem Pak Bia
Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo
Surniculus lugubris
One teed up nicely for scope views at Chiang Dao
Large Hawk-Cuckoo
Hierococcyx sparverioides
One of these beasts came cruising past our group at Khao Yai NP!
PIGEONS AND DOVES - Columbidae
Rock Dove - I
Columba livia
Common as expected
Oriental Turtle Dove
Streptopelia orientalis
Stellar views of a bird coming to feed site at Doi Laong West
Red Turtle Dove
Streptopelia tranquebarica
Commonest in South, but present nearly throughout
Spotted Dove
Spilopelia chinensis
Abundant throughout
Barred Cuckoo-Dove
Macropygia unchall
One seen by a few participants at Khao Yai NP
Zebra Dove
Geopelia striata
Recently split from Peaceful Dove
Pink-necked Green Pigeon
Treron vernans
A few seen at marshland near Bangkok
Thick-billed Green Pigeon
Treron curvirostra nipalensis
Great views of birds at fruiting fig trees in Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon
Treron sphenurus
Nice views of a few near Chiang Mai
Mountain Imperial Pigeon
Ducula badia griseicapilla
Relatively numerous in montane zones of the North
RAILS, GALLINULES, AND COOTS - Rallidae
White-breasted Waterhen
Amaurornis phoenicurus
Several of this handsome bird seen at a variety of wetland habitats
Ruddy-breasted Crake
Porzana fusca
One seen briefly at a lake near Khao Yai NP
White-browed Crake
Porzana cinerea
Outstanding looks at a few marshes near Bangkok
Watercock
Gallicrex cinerea
One flushed at a roadside wetland near Laem Pak Bia
Grey-headed Swamphen
Porphyrio poliocephalus
Several seen at a lake marsh near Khao Yai
Common Moorhen
Gallinula chloropus
A few seen at various marshes
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GREBES - Podicipedidae
Little Grebe
Tachybaptus ruficollis
Several seen at marshes near Bangkok
BUTTONQUAILS - Turnicidae
Barred Buttonquail
Turnix suscitator thai
A couple responded beautifully and came within 15 feet of us at Thaton Marshes!
THICK-KNEES - Burhinidae
Indian Stone-curlew
Burhinus indicus
Dozens at a stakeout near Kaeng Krachan NP
STILTS AND AVOCETS - Recurvirostridae
Black-winged Stilt
Himantopus himantopus
Common at rice paddies and wetlands throughout
Pied Avocet
Recurvivostra avosetta
A few seen beautifully at Laem Pak Bia
PLOVERS AND LAPWINGS - Charadriidae
Grey-headed Lapwing
Vanellus cinereus
A few of these dapper birds showed nicely near Laem Pak Bia
Red-wattled Lapwing
Vanellus indicus
Relatively numerous throughout in agricultural and open habitats
Pacific Golden Plover
Pluvialis fulva
Dozens seen at Laem Pak Bia and Pak Thale
Grey Plover
Pluvialis squatarola
Thousands at Pak Thale and Laem Pak Bia
Little Ringed Plover
Charadrius dubius
Several seen well at freshwater riparian sites such as the Mae Taeng Irrigation Project
Kentish Plover
Charadrius alexandrinus
Both the dealbatus and nihonensis subspecies seen on the tour
Malaysian Plover - NT
Charadrius peronii
Great views of two pairs of this awesome rarity near Laem Pak Bia
Lesser Sand Plover
Charadrius mongolus
Tens of Thousands present at Pak Thale and Laem Pak Bia; too many to even estimate!
Greater Sand Plover
Charadrius leschenaultii
Thousands of these birds seen in direct comparison to previous species, for wonderful, definitive
study
PAINTED-SNIPES - Rostratulidae
Greater Painted-snipe
Rostratula benghalensis
We managed great flight views of a few that flushed underfoot near Chiang Mai!
JACANAS - Jacanidae
Pheasant-tailed Jacana
Hydrophasianus chirurgus
Several juveniles and non-breeding plumaged birds at marshes near Bangkok
Bronze-winged Jacana
Metopidius indicus
Good numbers of this colorful, graceful species at various wetlands
SANDPIPERS AND ALLIES - Scolopacidae
Whimbrel
Numenius phaeopus
Dozens on pylons behind our delicious restaurant choice at Laem Pak Bia

Rockjumper Birding Tours

View more tours to Thail and

Trip Report – RBL Thailand - Highlights 2019

18

Far Eastern Curlew - NT
Numenius madagascariensis
A few identified out of a flock of thousands of Curlews at Pak Thale
Eurasian Curlew - NT
Numenius arquata
Thousands in a huge flock at Pak Thale
Black-tailed Godwit - NT
Limosa limosa melanuroides
Hundreds seen at Pak Thale
Bar-tailed Godwit
Limosa lapponica
Hundreds seen at Laem Pak Bia
Ruddy Turnstone
Arenaria interpres
A few dozen seen between Pak Thale and Laem Pak Bia
Great Knot - VU
Calidris tenuirostris
Hundreds present and enjoyed at Pak Thale and Laem Pak Bia
Broad-billed Sandpiper
Limicola falcinellus
Hundreds in the salt pans of Laem Pak Bia and Pak Thale
Curlew Sandpiper
Calidris ferruginea
Dozens at Pak Thale and a few at Laem Pak Bia
Temminck's Stint
Calidris temminckii
One flew by us calling, and landed amidst other shorebirds, at Pak Thale
Long-toed Stint
Calidris subminuta
Several wonderful scope views of individuals at Laem Pak Bia and Pak Thale
Spoon-billed Sandpiper - CR
Eurynorhynchus pygmeus
INCREDIBLE experience viewing two individuals at close range at Pak Thale. Thrilling!
Red-necked Stint
Calidris ruficollis
Thousands of this species at the mudflats and saltpans visited; the commonest “peep”
Sanderling
Calidris alba
A few dozen seen amongst the tens of thousands of shorebirds at Laem Pak Bia and Pak Thale
Dunlin
Calidris alpina
Only one noted, by call at first, at Pak Thale
Pin-tailed Snipe
Gallinago stenura
Nearly a dozen flushed at some flooded rice paddies near Chiang Mai
Common Snipe
Gallinago gallinago
Dozens flushed near Chiang Mai, for direct study with this, Pin-tailed, and Greater Painted.
Terek Sandpiper
Xenus cinereus
Nearly three dozen of these fascinating birds seen well at Laem Pak Bia
Common Sandpiper
Actitis hypoleucos
Common near water
Green Sandpiper
Tringa ochropus
Only a few seen at freshwater sites such as the Mae Taeng Irrigation Project
Common Redshank
Tringa totanus
Common at salt pans sush ass Laem Pak Bia and Pak
Thale
Marsh Sandpiper
Tringa stagnatilis
Hundreds present at Laem Pak Bia
Wood Sandpiper
Tringa glareola
Several seen at freshwater sites near Laem Pak Bia and rice paddies
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Spotted Redshank
Tringa erythropus
A few seen near Laem Pak Bia and elsewhere, but generaly uncommon
Common Greenshank
Tringa nebularia
Widespread but not particularly numerous at wetlands throughout
Nordmann's Greenshank - EN
Tringa guttifer
Wonderful scope views of 3 at Laem Pak Bia. A rapidly declining species, that we hoped to find
GULLS, TERNS, AND SKIMMERS - Laridae
Brown-headed Gull
Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus
Abundant at all coastal sites
Gull-billed Tern
Gelochelidon nilotica
Several seen at salt pan and freshwater sites
Caspian Tern
Hydroprogne caspia
Hundreds in huge flocks at Pak Thale and Laem Pak Bia
Greater Crested Tern
Thalasseus bergii
Two seen near Laem Pak Bia on our boat ride
Lesser Crested Tern
Thalasseus bengalensis
At least one flew by our boats at Laem Pak Bia
Little Tern
Sternula albifrons
A fair few seen at Pak Thale and Laem Pak Bia
Common Tern
Sterna hirundo
Fairly common at Laem Pak Bia
River Tern
Sterna Aurantia
An amazing find at Mae Taeng Irrigation Project! The first record in nearly 10 years
Whiskered Tern
Chlidonias hybrida
Common at saltpans and marshes
White-winged Tern
Chlidonias leucopterus
Hundreds at Laem Pak Bia and Pak Thale
STORKS - Ciconiidae
Painted Stork - NT
Mycteria leucocephala
Common at wetlands in the South
Asian Openbill
Anastomus oscitans
Numerous at rice paddies and wetlands throughout
CORMORANTS AND SHAGS - Phalacrocoracidae
Little Cormorant
Microcarbo niger
Abundant near wetlands throughout
Indian Cormorant
Phalacrocorax fuscicollis
Common only at Bang Tabun Ok
ANHINGAS - Anhingidae
Oriental Darter - NT
Anhinga melanogaster
Just one seen well at a marsh near Bangkok
IBIS & SPOONBILLS - Threskiorithidae
Black-headed Ibis
Threskiornis melanocephalus
Nearly a dozen at the huge lake Bang Tabun Ok
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HERONS, EGRETS, AND BITTERNS - Ardeidae
Yellow Bittern
Ixobrychus sinensis
Individuals seen well at three sites
Cinnamon Bittern
Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
Nice flight views of one flying across a marsh near Bangkok!
Black-crowned Night Heron
Nycticorax nycticorax
In the mangroves at Laem Pak Bia
Striated Heron
Butorides striata
Widespread in small numbers
Chinese Pond Heron
Ardeola bacchus
The only Pond Heron in the Central and North
Javan Pond Heron
Ardeola speciosa
The most numerous pond heron from Bangkok South, though ID is tricky
Eastern Cattle Egret
Bubulcus coromandus
Common in agricricultural areas
Grey Heron
Ardea cinerea
Widespread though not numerous
Purple Heron
Ardea purpurea
Nice looks at this attractive, tall-marsh specialist
Great Egret
Ardea alba
Fairly common throughout
Intermediate Egret
Ardea intermedia
Numerous individuals seen in direct comparison with congeners
Little Egret
Egretta garzetta
Abundant
Pacific Reef Heron
Egretta sacra
Several dark morph individuals on the rocky islets off Laem Pak Bia
Chinese Egret - VU
Egretta eulophotes
One seen by some lucky participants in the mangroves of Laem Pak Bia
PELICANS - Pelecanidae
Spot-billed Pelican - NT
Pelecanus philippensis
A small flock at Bang Tabun OK was our only encounter
OSPREY - Pandionidae
Western Osprey
Pandion haliaetus
A few seen at coastal sites
HAWKS, EAGLES, AND KITES - Accipitridae
Black-winged Kite
Elanus caeruleus vociferus
A few seen at various sites
Crested Honey Buzzard
Pernis ptilorhynchus ruficollis
Several seen at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai
Black Baza
Aviceda leuphotes
Fabulous views of this striking bird near Kaeng Krachan!
Crested Serpent Eagle
Spilornis cheela
Only two seen, though one in Kaeng Krachan perched wonderfully
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Changeable Hawk-Eagle
Nisaetus cirrhatus
A juvenile cruised low over the highway near Kaeng Krachan
Mountain Hawk-Eagle
Nisaetus nipalensis
Fantastic looks at a couple soaring individuals near Chiang Mai
Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle
Lophotriorchis kienerii
Wonderful views of two birds soaring at Kaeng Krachan
Black Eagle
Ictinaetus malaiensis
One cruised overhead at Doi Lang West!
Greater Spotted Eagle
Clanga Clanga
Seen well near Petchaburi
Booted Eagle
Hieraaetus pennatus
One was seen soaring over the opulent Wat we visited en route to Chiang Dao
Crested Goshawk
Accipiter trivirgatus
Several seen well in broadleaf forests
Shikra
Accipiter badius
Just two seen during the tour, in semi-arid habitats
Japanese Sparrowhawk
Accipiter gularis
One late migrant over Khao Yai was a surprise!
Eastern Marsh Harrier
Circus spilonotus
One seen soaring over Laem Pak Bia on the first day was our only individual
Black Kite
Milvus migrans
Relatively common in rice paddies and mangroves
Brahminy Kite
Haliastur indus
Common throughout
Rufous-winged Buzzard
Butastur liventer
One soaring bird near Kaeng Krachan
Grey-faced Buzzard
Butastur indicus
Two soaring individuals in the mountains of the North showed well!
Himalayan Buzzard
Buteo burmanicus
One seen near Doi Laong was a great chance encounter
OWLS - Strigidae
Collared Scops Owl
Otus lettia
Fantastic views at Kaeng Krachan County Club!
Collared Owlet
Glaucidium brodiei
Lovely scope views at Khao Yai NP; heard often
Asian Barred Owlet
Glaucidium cuculoides
A few cooperative individuals showed well
Spotted Owlet
Athene brama
A pair at a roost site near Kaeng Krachan were delightful
TROGONS - Trogonidae
Orange-breasted Trogon
Harpactes oreskios
Utterly mindblowing encounters at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai!
Red-headed Trogon
Harpactes erythrocephalus
Only one male seen, but extremely cooperative, at Khao Yai
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ROLLERS - Coraciidae
Indochinese (Indian) Roller
Coracias affinis
A few in the Kaeng Krachan Area
Oriental Dollarbird
Eurystomus orientalis orientalis
Only two seen at Kaeng Krachan NP
KINGFISHERS - Alcedinidae
Banded Kingfisher
Lacedo pulchella
Nice looks at this colorful beauty at Khao Yai NP
White-throated Kingfisher
Halcyon smyrnensis
Not uncommon in arid and agricultural setting
Black-capped Kingfisher
Halcyon pileata
Only a few seen, once in mangroves, elsewhere in forest
Collared Kingfisher
Todirhamphus chloris armstrongi
A few of these dazzling kingfishers were found at salt pans in Laem Pak Bia and Petchaburi areas
Common Kingfisher
Alcedo atthis
Widespread, in small numbers, at lakes and waterways throughout
BEE-EATERS - Meropidae
Blue-bearded Bee-eater
Nyctyornis athertoni
Nice views of a responsive pair at Kaeng Krachan
Green Bee-eater
Merops orientalis
Common in agricultural lands in the South
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater
Merops leschenaulti
Small groups in appropriate habitat throughout
HOOPOES - Upupidae
Eurasian Hoopoe
Upupa epops
A couple seen on manicured lawns in both South and North
HORNBILLS - Bucerotidae
Great Hornbill - NT
Buceros bicornis
Wow! Amazing views of this impressive beast of a bird
Oriental Pied Hornbill
Anthracoceros albirostris
Common at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
Austen's Brown Hornbill - NT
Anorrhinus austeni
We lucked out huge to have a massive fruiting fig tree with 3 species of hornbills in it, including this
one!
Wreathed Hornbill
Rhyticeros undulatus
Scope and flight views of this enormous montane
species
ASIAN BARBETS - Megalaimidae
Great Barbet
Psilopogon virens virens
A family group seen well atop Doi Laong East
Lineated Barbet
Psilopogon lineatus hodgsoni
Spectacular looks at Keang Krachan Country Club
Green-eared Barbet
Psilopogon faiostrictus
Numerous in forests of Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
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Golden-throated Barbet
Psilopogon franklinii
Common by voice in highlands, but tough to see; we saw two
Blue-throated Barbet
Psilopogon asiaticus
Nice views in the foothills of Chiang Dao
Moustached Barbet
Psilopogon incognitus
Wonderfully responsive pair at Khao Yai NP put on a
show
Blue-eared Barbet
Psilopogon duvaucelii
A few at Keang Krachan sat up and sang for us
Coppersmith Barbet
Psilopogon haemacephalus
Fairly common in agricultural areas, semi-arid forests
WOODPECKERS - Picidae
Speckled Piculet
Picumnus innominatus
Distant but good looks at two in a mixed species flock at Doi Laong East
White-browed Piculet
Sasia ochracea
Two of these beauties seen; one at Kaeng Kracahan and another on lower Doi Laong West
Heart-spotted Woodpecker
Hemicircus canente
Several seen well. A crowd Favorite!
Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker
Yungipicus canicapillus
Best views had in the dipterocarp forest near Khao Yai
Crimson-breasted Woodpecker
Dryobates cathpharius
One in a mixed species flock showed well at Doi Laong West
Stripe-breasted Woodpecker
Dendrocopos atratus
Fairly common in the highlands
Greater Yellownape
Chrysophlegma flavinucha
Several seen well, especially at Kaeng Krachan
Laced Woodpecker
Picus vittatus
Fabulous looks at a male at Khao Yai NP
Common Flameback
Dinopium javanense
Fairly common in forests
Greater Flameback
Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus
A few seen wonderfully at Kaeng Krachan
*Bamboo Woodpecker
Gecinulus viridis
Bay Woodpecker
Blythipicus pyrrhotis
Awesome time chasing down a pair on lower Doi Laong West
Black-and-buff Woodpecker
Meiglyptes jugularis
A male popped up right before our eyes at Khao Yai!
FALCONS AND CARACARAS - Falconidae
Black-thighed Falconet
Microhierax fringillarius
A gorgeous species! We had a pair at Kaeng Krachan
Common Kestrel
Falco tinnunculus
A fair few seen in agricultural settings
Peregrine Falcon
Falco peregrinus
One near Bangkok, and another turned up hunting shorebirds at Pak Thale
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OLD WORLD PARROTS - Psittaculidae
Red-breasted Parakeet - NT
Psittacula alexandri
Beautiful views of this lovely species in Dipterocarp forest near Khao Yai!
Alexandrine Parakeet - NT
Psittacula eupatria
A huge surprise, though possibly an escape, two flew by at Kaeng Krachan Country Club
Vernal Hanging Parrot
Loriculus vernalis
Numerous flyby views, including a few very definitive looks
BROADBILLS - Eurylaimidae
Long-tailed Broadbill
Psarisomus dalhousiae
Fabulous encounter with a family group of 8 at Khao Yai! One of the most beautiful birds on Earth.
*Silver-breasted Broadbill
Serilophus lunatus
*Banded Broadbill
Eurylaimus javanicus
Black-and-yellow Broadbill
Eurylaimus ochromalus
Amazing views of a pair at Kaeng Krachan NP, where they sat out nicely for pics and video
PITTAS - Pittidae
*Eared Pitta
Hydrornis phayrei
*Rusty-naped Pitta
Hydrornis oatesi
*Blue Pitta
Hydrornis cyaneus
THORNBILLS AND ALLIES - Acanthizidae
Golden-bellied Gerygone
Gerygone sulphurea
Two of these colorful songsters came out nicely at Laem Pak Bia
WOODSHRIKES AND ALLIES - Tephrodornithidae
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike
Hemipus picatus
Relatively frequent encounters with family groups in mixed flocks both North and South
*Large Woodshrike
Tephrodornis virgatus
WOODSWALLOWS, BUTCHERBIRDS AND ALLIES Artamidae
Ashy Woodswallow
Artamus fuscus
Numerous in arid, semiarid, agricultural and altered habitats
IORAS - Aegithinidae
Common Iora
Aegithina tiphia philipi, horizoptera
Uncommon but widespread around marshes and water
Great Iora
Aegithina lafresnayei innotata
Several seen well at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
CUCKOO-SHRIKES - Campephagidae
Small Minivet
Pericrocotus cinnamomeus vividus
Several in a mixed flock near Khao Yai NP
Grey-chinned Minivet
Pericrocotus solaris rubrolimbatus
A few encounters with pairs and family groups in the mountains were enjoyed
Short-billed Minivet
Pericrocotus brevirostris neglectus
Seemingly always in pairs, in dry mountain habitats
Long-tailed Minivet
Pericrocotus ethologus ripponi
Often in flocks of up to 30 individuals, in montane forests of North
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Pericrocotus speciosus flammifer,
semiruber
Common in small numbers in broadleaf and subtropical forests
Ashy Minivet
Pericrocotus divaricatus
Several in a flock with Small Minivets in dipterocarp forest near Khao Yai NP
Swinhoe's Minivet
Pericrocotus cantonensis
Frequent in mixed flocks in montane habitats both North and South
Rosy Minivet
Pericrocotus roseus
This beautiful species was seen only at Kaeng Krachan
NP
Large Cuckooshrike
Coracina macei nipalensis
Several seen in subtropical and montane forests
Black-winged Cuckooshrike
Coracina melaschistos avensis
Relatively numerous at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai in broadleaf forests
SHRIKES - Laniidae
Brown Shrike
Lanius cristatus cristatus, confusus
Fairly numerous in agricultural situations throughout
Burmese Shrike
Lanius collurioides
Awesome views of one in dipterocarp forest near Khao Yai NP
Long-tailed Shrike
Lanius schach tricolor, longicaudatus
A few seen in the North
Grey-backed Shrike
Lanius tephronotus
Great views at the highest peak in Khao Yai NP; two in the North
VIREOS - Vireonidae
White-bellied Erpornis
Erpornis zantholeuca zantholeuca
A few in mixed species flocks at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
Blyth's Shrike-babbler
Pteruthius aeralatus ricketti
Fabulous views at several in the North! A dapper bird
*Black-eared Shrike-Babbler
Pteruthius melanotis
Clicking Shrike-Babbler
Pteruthius intermedius
Fine views of a pair on lower slopes Doi Laong West
OLD WORLD ORIOLES - Oriolidae
Black-naped Oriole
Oriolus chinensis
Several seen beautifully! Not uncommon
Maroon Oriole
Oriolus traillii
Gorgeous scope views of this beauty in North and South
DRONGOS - Dicruridae
Black Drongo
Dicrurus macrocercus catheocus
Common and widespread in semi-arid and agricultural lands
Ashy Drongo
Dicrurus leucophaeus
Several ssp seen including leucogenis, hopwoodi, mouhoti, and bondi
Bronzed Drongo
Dicrurus aeneus
Numerous in broadleaf and subtropical forests
Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo
Dicrurus remifer
Uncommon, with only two seen on Doi Laong East
Scarlet Minivet
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Hair-crested Drongo
Dicrurus hottentottus
Common in all forested habitats
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo
Dicrurus paradiseus
Widespread in open habitats
FANTAILS - Rhipiduridae
White-throated Fantail
Rhipidura albicollis celsa
Only two seen, but seen well, at Doi Laong East
Malaysian Pied Fantail
Rhipidura javanica longicauda
Fun little bird seen well near Laem Pak Bia and Pak Thale
MONARCH FLYCATCHERS - Monarchidae
Black-naped Monarch
Hypothymis azurea galerita
Several in mixed flocks seen well in Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
Blyth's Paradise Flycatcher
Terpsiphone affinis indochinensis
A pair seen well in Kaeng Krachan NP
CROWS, JAYS, AND MAGPIES - Corvidae
Eurasian Jay
Garrulus glandarius leucotis
A cooperative pair at Doi Laong West were the only ones seen well; a probable split in this species
Red-billed Blue Magpie
Urocissa erythroryncha
Gorgeous species seen well at Huai Hong Krai Royal Project!
Common Green Magpie
Cissa chinensis
Only one flock encountered at Khao Yai NP, but nice
views
Rufous Treepie
Dendrocitta vagabunda saturatior
A few showed well in the arid habitat around Kaeng Krachan NP
Grey Treepie
Dendrocitta formosae assmilis
Uncommon but showed well at Doi Laong West
Racket-tailed Treepie
Crypsirina temia
Only four or five seen, all near Laem Pak Bia and Petchaburi, though heard elsewhere
Eastern Jungle Crow
Corvus levaillantii
Common in agricultural and settled/altered situations
FAIRY FLYCATCHERS - Stenostiridae
Yellow-bellied Fantail
Chelidorhynx hypoxanthus
Close encounters with this little beauty at Doi Laong East
Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher
Culicicapa ceylonensis
Relatively ubiquitous in mixed flocks in broadleaf and subtropical forests
CHICKADEES AND TITS - Paridae
Yellow-browed Tit
Sylviparus modestus
A pair spotted at Doi Laong East was our only encounter with this cute species
Sultan Tit
Melanochlora sultanea
Several of these showy birds obliged us at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
Japanese Tit
Parus minor nubicolis
Came in to feeding station at Doi Laong West, among other spots in the high mountains
Yellow-cheeked Tit
Machlolophus spilonotus
Beautiful species! A pair present in several mixed flocks in the North
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LARKS - Alaudidae
Indochinese Bush Lark
Mirafra erythrocephala
Awesome views of displaying males at a wetland near Khao Yai NP
Oriental Skylark
Alauda gulgula herberti
A few seen well at Laem Pak Bia
Sykes's Short-toed Lark
Calandrella dukhunensis
rd
Amazing find at Laem Pak Bia!!! 3 Record for Thailand and a life for Uthai.
BULBULS - Pycnonotidae
Crested Finchbill
Spizixos canifrons ingrami
A great bird! A few family groups in the North obliged us.
Striated Bulbul
Pycnonotus striatus paulus
Rare; we had fine views at Doi Ang Khang of a pair in a mixed flock
Black-headed Bulbul
Pycnonotus atriceps
Fairly common at Kaeng Krachan NP
Black-crested Bulbul
Pycnonotus flaviventris
Abundant in broadleaf and subtropical forests
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Pycnonotus jocosus
Fairly common in northern montane areas
Brown-breasted Bulbul
Pycnonotus xanthorrhous
Uncommon in the North, seen especially well at Doi Ang Khang
Sooty-headed Bulbul
Pycnonotus aurigaster
klossi and thais ssp seen; possible split
Stripe-throated Bulbul
Pycnonotus finlaysoni
Fairly common in broadleaf forests, especially at fruiting trees
Flavescent Bulbul
Pycnonotus flavescens
Common in family groups in northern mountains
Yellow-vented Bulbul
Pycnonotus goiavier
Handsome species, seen near Laem Pak Bia
Streak-eared Bulbul
Pycnonotus blanfordi
Fairly numerous in arid and agricultural habitats
Puff-throated Bulbul
Alophoixus pallidus henrici
In pairs and small family groups in subtropical forests of the North
Ochraceous Bulbul
Alophoixus ochraceus
Awesome looks at a few of this sometimes tricky species at Kaeng Krachan NP
Grey-eyed Bulbul
Iole propinqua
Common in montane mixed flocks at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
Olive Bulbul (Baker's)
Iole viridescens viridescens
Several fine views of this bird, which is a complex possibly including several species
Mountain Bulbul
Ixos mcclellandii tickelli
An attractive bulbul present in most montane mixed
flocks
Ashy Bulbul
Hemixos flavala hildebrandi
Uncommon, but widespread, in subtropical montane forests
Black Bulbul
Hypsipetes leucocephalus concolor
Common in the mountains of Doi Laong and Ang Khang
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White-headed Bulbul - NE
Cerasophila thompsoni
A pair turned up for nice looks at Doi Ang Khang
SWALLOWS - Hirundinidae
Sand Martin
Riparia riparia taczanowskii
A few seen at various riparian areas
Barn Swallow
Hirundo rustica
Thousands seen migrating!
Wire-tailed Swallow
Hirundo smithii
This beauty was observed at Mae Taeng royal Irrigation Project
Asian House Martin
Delichon dasypus cashmiriense
Several in a flock at Khao Yai NP
Red-rumped Swallow
Cecropis daurica
Several in large migrating flocks with other swallow
species
Striated Swallow
Cecropis striolata
Common at wetlands and rice paddies
CUPWINGS - Pnoepygidae
Pygmy Wren-babbler
Pnoepyga pusilla pusilla
This little skulker sat up and sang for us at Doi Laong!
BUSH-WARBLERS AND ALLIES - Cettiidae
Yellow-bellied Warbler
Abroscopus superciliaris
Both superciliaris and bambusarus species seen well!
Mountain Tailorbird
Phyllergates cuculatus coronatus
Lovely looks at a couple at Doi Ang Khang
Aberrant Bush Warbler
Horornis flavolivaceus intricatus
Considered a separate species: “perplexing bush warbler” by Uthai and HBW
Slaty-bellied Tesia
Tesia olivea chiangmaiensis
Nice views of a singing male; tough little bird to see!
*Chestnut-headed Tesia
Cettia castaneocoronata
LEAF-WARBLERS - Phylloscopidae
Dusky Warbler
Phylloscopus fuscatus
A few seen well around Laem Pak Bia and again in the North
Buff-throated Warbler
Phylloscopus subaffinis
Only one seen well near Doi Ang Khang
Yellow-streaked Warbler
Phylloscopus armandii perplexus
Great views of a pair at the borderpost of Doi Ang Khang
Radde's Warbler
Phylloscopus schwarzi
Fine views of a few in Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai
Buff-barred Warbler
Phylloscopus pulcher
Only two seen high on Doi Laong east
Pallas's Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus proregulus
A few of these boldly-patterned Warblers seen well, but noticed due to their bizarre call note
Yellow-browed Warbler
Phylloscopus inornatus
Common nearly througout
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Hume's Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus humei
Common in high, dry forests of the North
Greenish Warbler
Phylloscopus trochiloides trochiloides
Several seen well in the humid subtropical forests of Doi Ang Khang
Two-barred Warbler
Phylloscopus plumbeitarsus
Best identified by call, this species was encountered a handful of times in broadleaf forest situations
Pale-legged Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus tenellipes
Fairly difficult to see well, this forest understory species was noted at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai
Claudia's Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus claudiae
A few of these nuthatch mimics were seen well at Khao Yai and in the North
Davison's Leaf Warbler
Phylloscopus davisoni
The commonest Leaf Warbler at high elevations,
typically
Sulphur-breasted Warbler
Phylloscopus ricketti
Fine views of a small number of these flashy warblers attending mixed flocks
Grey-crowned Warbler
Seicercus tephrocephalus
Nowhere numerous, we had a few pairs in bamboo patches in foothill montane forests
Bianchi's Warbler
Seicercus valentini
Decent looks at a pair on the lower slopes of Doi Ang Khang West
Martens's Warbler
Seicercus omeiensis
Fairly common in montane subtropical forests
Alström's Warbler
Seicercus soror
Two seen well high on the mountain at Khao Yai NP
Chestnut-crowned Warbler
Seicercus castaniceps
One spotted in a mixed flock seen by most participants at Doi Laong East
REED-WARBLERS AND ALLIES - Acrocephalidae
Oriental Reed Warbler
Acrocephalus orientalis
A few seen at marshes near Bangkok as well as Kaeng Krachan Country Club
Thick-billed Warbler
Iduna aedon
This skulker finally showed for some participants at Kaeng Krachan Country Club
GRASSBIRDS AND ALLIES - Locustellidae
Pallas's Grasshopper Warbler
Locustella certhiola
One seen briefly at a marsh near Bangkok was our only individual
Lanceolated Warbler
Locustella lanceolata
This tricky little bird took a lot of effort to see, but we managed!
Baikal Bush Warbler
Locustella davidi
With a bit of effort, we ended up with nice views of this skulker at Mae Taeng Irrigation Project
CISTICOLAS AND ALLIES - Cisticolidae
Zitting Cisticola
Cisticola juncidis tinnabulans
A few in rice paddies near Laem Pak Bia
*Brown Prinia
Prinia polychroa
Hill Prinia
Prinia superciliaris erythrocephalus
Responsive individuals at Doi Ang Khang
Rufescent Prinia
Prinia rufescens beavani
Two family groups showed beautifully in dipterocarp forest near Khao Yai
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Grey-breasted Prinia
Prinia hodgsonii erro
Several seen in agricultural settings in the North
Yellow-bellied Prinia
Prinia flaviventris delacouri
Brief looks at a marsh near Bangkok
Plain Prinia
Prinia inornata
Abundant in agricultural settings throughout; blanfordi and herberti ssp seen
Common Tailorbird
Orthotomus sutorius
Common in dry forests, woodlands, and near water
Dark-necked Tailorbird
Orthotomus atrogularis
Common in broadleaf forests throughout
BABBLERS - Timaliidae
Large Scimitar Babbler
Pomatorhinus hypoleucos tickelli
Brief views for some participants of this shy forest dweller at KK Country Club
Rusty-cheeked Scimitar Babbler
Pomatorhinus erythrogenys celatus
Wonderfully obliging species coming to feeding stations!
White-browed Scimitar Babbler
Pomatorhinus schisticeps ripponi
Nice looks at a pair at Doi Ang Khang
*Red-billed Scimitar Babbler
Pomatorhinus ochraceiceps
*Coral-billed Scimitar Babbler
Pomatorhinus ferruginosus
Rufous-fronted Babbler
Stachyridopsis rufifrons rufifrons
Several encounters with family groups of this excitable species near bamboo
Golden Babbler
Stachyridopsis chrysaea assimilis
Beautiful species seen in mixed flocks at Doi Laong East
Pin-striped Tit-Babbler
Macronus gularis
Fairly common in broadleaf and subtropical forest throughout; sulphureus and lutescens ssp
Chestnut-capped Babbler
Timalia pileata dictator
A true skulker seen by most participants near Khao Yai
FULVETTAS AND GROUND BABBLERS - Pellorneidae
Rufous-winged Fulvetta
Alcippe castaneceps
A few seen well in mixed flocks high on Doi Laong East
Brown-cheeked Fulvetta
Alcippe poioicephala
Views of a pair at Kaeng Krachan, and a family group in bamboo on Doi Laong West
Yunnan Fulvetta
Alcippe fratercula
Awesome views of this relatively common species in mixed flocks at elevation
Limestone Wren-Babbler
Napothera crispifrons calcicola
Considered by Uthai and HBW to be a separate species: Rufous Limestone Babbler, an endemic to
Thailand!
Streaked Wren-Babbler
Napothera brevicaudata
Responsive at Doi Ang Khang put on a great show for us hopping amongst the rocks
*Eyebrowed Wren-Babbler
Napothera epilepidota
Abbott's Babbler
Malacocincla abbotti
Great responsive bird came right in to sing before our eyes at Khao Yai NP!
*Spot-throated Babbler
Pellorneum albiventre
Puff-throated Babbler
Pellorneum ruficeps acrum
With effort, great views obtained of singing individuals!
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Buff-breasted Babbler
Pellorneum tickelli fulvum
This skulker showed nicely near the lovely Wat at Chiang Dao
LAUGHINGTHRUSHES - Leiothrichidae
Trochalopteron melanostigma
Silver-eared Laughingthrush
subconectens
Several nice views at feeding stations in the North
Spectacled Barwing
Actinodura ramsayi
A few pairs turned up in large mixed flocks in the North
Blue-winged Minla
Minla cyanouroptera
wingatei and sordida ssp seen in montane forests
Rufous-backed Sibia
Heterophasia annectans
Several of these striking birds were enjoyed in mixed flocks in the North
Silver-eared Mesia
Leiothrix argentauris
A large group of about 14 individuals delighted us with their presence at Doi Ang Khang
Scarlet-faced Liocichla
Liocichla ripponi
Mind-numbing views of a few in the montane far North!
Dark-backed Sibia
Heterophasia melanoleuca
Lovely, common, species in mixed flocks in the North
White-crested Laughingthrush
Garrulax leucolophus
Charismatic, garrulous species that came to feeding station at Khao Yai!
*White-necked Laughingthrush
Garrulax strepitans
Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush
Garrulax pectoralis
Decent views of a pair near Kaeng Krachan Country Club
Black-throated Laughingthrush
Garrulax chinensis
Obliging pair on the mountaintop at Khao Yai
White-browed Laughingthrush
Garrulax sannio
Not uncommon at Doi Laong West
OLD WORLD WARBLERS - Sylviidae
*Yellow-eyed Babbler
Chrysomma sinense sinense
Grey-headed Parrotbill
Psittiparus gularis laotianus
Huge flock on Doi Laong West allowed wonderful looks!
Spot-breasted Parrotbill
Paradoxornis guttaticollis
Outstanding experience with a responsive male that sat up singing!
YUHINAS, WHITE-EYES, AND ALLIES - Zosteropidae
Whiskered Yuhina
Yuhina flavicollis rogersi
A scarce species that we managed to see very well at Doi Laong East at the highest elevations
Chestnut-flanked White-eye
Zosterops erythropleurus
Common at high elevations throughout
Swinhoe's White-eye
Zosterops simplex
A few seen in mixed flocks in broadleaf forests
Indian White-eye
Zosterops palpebrosus siamensis
Relatively common in various lowland forest types
Hume's White-eye
Zosterops auriventer wetmorei
Numerous seen in mixed flocks of montane forests
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FAIRY-BLUEBIRDS - Irenidae
Asian Fairy-bluebird
Irena puella
Quite common at fruiting trees throughout
NUTHATCHES - Sittidae
Chestnut-vented Nuthatch
Sitta nagaensis montium
Fairly common in the high mountains
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch
Sitta frontalis frontalis
Many of these delightful birds seen during our tour in forests throughout
Giant Nuthatch - VU
Sitta magna
A few of these huge birds, bigger than many of the woodpeckers we saw, showed at Doi Laong West
STARLINGS - Sturnidae
Golden-crested Myna
Ampeliceps coronatus
A few of this rare species at a fruiting tree at Khao Yai NP
Common Hill Myna
Gracula religiosa
Several seen at fruiting tress in Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
Great Myna
Acridotheres grandis
Common throughout
Common Myna
Acridotheres tristis
Fairly common throughout
Black-collared Starling
Gracupica nigricollis
A beautiful species we encountered several of in agricultural settings
Pied Myna
Gracupica contra
Locally common at a few sites
White-shouldered Starling
Sturnia sinensis
A small group of this scarce migrant turned up at Laem Pak Bia!
Chestnut-tailed Starling
Sturnia malabarica
Good numbers in large flocks North of Chiang Mai
OLD WORLD FLYCATCHERS - Muscicapidae
Oriental Magpie-Robin
Copsychus saularis
Fairly numerous at low elevations
White-rumped Shama
Copsychus malabaricus leggei
Fairly common songster that is often difficult to see, but we managed great views!
Asian Brown Flycatcher
Muscicapa dauurica siamensis
Seen almost daily
White-gorgeted Flycatcher
Anthipes monileger leucops
We worked hard for good looks at this understory species, and got great looks in bamboo
Hainan Blue Flycatcher
Cyornis hainanus
Stunning species seen often in subtropical forests
*Pale Blue Flycatcher
Cyornis unicolor
Hill Blue Flycatcher
Cyornis whiteyi
Another beautiful species we saw well at Khao Yai
Indochinese Blue Flycatcher
Cyornis sumatrensis
A recent split from Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher
Blue-throated Blue Flycatcher
Cyornis rubeculoides dialilaemus
Nice views of a few at Kaeng Krachan NP
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Chinese Blue Flycatcher
Cyornis glaucicomans
One individual identified by voice and plumage details at Keang Krachan NP
Large Niltava
Niltava grandis
Gorgeous species we observed well at Doi Laong East!
Small Niltava
Niltava macgrigoriae signata
Demure little bird, with an interesting song, seen weel at Doi Laong East
Verditer Flycatcher
Eumyias thalassinus
Several seen at various forested sites
*Lesser Shortwing
Brachypteryx leucophris
Himalayan Shortwing
Brachypteryx cruralis
Views of a pair near Doi Ang Khang for some participants
*Siberian Blue Robin
Larvivora cyane
Bluethroat
Luscinia svecica
One showed nicely at the Thaton marsh complex in the North
White-bellied Redstart
Luscinia phoenicuroides
Views of a female near Doi Ang Khang for most
Siberian Rubythroat
Calliope calliope
Stunning male showed spectacularly at Doi Laong West at a feeding station!
*White-tailed Robin
Myiomela leucura
Blue Whistling Thrush
Myophonus caeruleus
Both Yellow-billed and Black-billed types seen well
Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher
Ficedula strophiata
Obliging male roadside at Doi Laong West waiting for food!
Taiga Flycatcher
Ficedula albicilla
Fairly common in broadleaf forest both North and South
Little Pied Flycatcher
Ficedula westermanni australorientis
Two encountered during our tour, in the North
Ultramarine Flycatcher
Ficedula superciliaris
Absolutely unreal! Two stunning males have learned to come to feeding stations at Doi Laong
West!!!
Slaty-blue Flycatcher
Ficedula tricolor diversa
Both females and males coming to feeding station at Doi Laong West
Sapphire Flycatcher
Ficedula sapphira
Another beauty we saw several of at Doi Laong West, in mixed flocks
Daurian Redstart
Phoenicurus auroreus
Outstanding views of two males at Doi Ang Khang; more beauty!
Blue Rock Thrush
Monticola solitarius
A few seen in the North
Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush
Monticola rufiventris
Nice male teed up at Doi Ang Khang for scope views!
Siberian Stonechat
Saxicola maurus
Relatively common in agricultural situations throughout
Pied Bush Chat
Saxicola caprata
Several seen in agricultural settings both North and
South
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Jerdon's Bush Chat
Saxicola jerdoni
Amazing encounter with a lovely pair at Thaton marshes was a highlight!
Grey Bush Chat
Saxicola ferreus
Several seen at Doi Laong West, including at feeding stations
LEAFBIRDS - Chloropseidae
Greater Green Leafbird
Chloropsis sonnerati
Only one seen, at Kaeng Krachan NP; uncommon species
Blue-winged Leafbird
Chloropsis cochinchinensis chlorocephala
The most numerous leafbird throughout broadleaf and subtropical forests
Golden-fronted Leafbird
Chloropsis aurifrons inornata
A few seen in dipterocarp and broadleaf forests near Khao Yai
Orange-bellied Leafbird
Chloropsis hardwickii
Fairly numerous in the highlands of the North; a stunning bird!
FLOWERPECKERS - Dicaeidae
Thick-billed Flowerpecker
Dicaeum agile modestum
Uncommon but a few seen in broadleaf forests in the South
Yellow-vented Flowerpecker
Dicaeum chrysorrheum chrysochlore
A few at Kaeng Krachan seen very well
Yellow-bellied Flowerpecker
Dicaeum melanoxanthum
Unreal looks at a male at Doi Ang Khang were the best of the tour
Plain Flowerpecker
Dicaeum minullum
Only one seen well on lower slopes of Doi Laong West
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker
Dicaeum ignipectus
Two subspecies seen well: the widespread nominate, and near endemic, rare, cambodianus
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker
Dicaeum cruentatum
A few at Kaeng Krachan and others at Khao Yai NP
SUNBIRDS AND SPIDERHUNTERS - Nectariniidae
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird
Chalcoparia singalensis koratensis
Outstanding views of several at Kaeng Krachan and Khao Yai NP
Van Hasselt's Sunbird
Leptocoma brasiliana
A spectacularly bright little sunbird, seen well at Khao Yai NP
Purple Sunbird
Cinnyris asiaticus intermedius
Took a little searching but seen well eventually in the North
Olive-backed Sunbird
Cinnyris jugularis flammaxilaris
Widespread and common in lowlands North and South
Mrs. Gould's Sunbird
Aethopyga gouldiae dabryii
Incredibly bright gem of a species; common in
mountains
Black-throated Sunbird
Aethopyga saturata
Attractive species fairly common in subtropical forests North and South
Crimson Sunbird
Aethopyga siparaja trangensis
Only a few of this gorgeous species seen at Kaeng Krachan NP
Little Spiderhunter
Arachnothera longirostra
A few responded to Owlet playback at Khao Yai and in the North in broadleaf forests
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Streaked Spiderhunter
Arachnothera magna musarum
Impressive species seen several times in montane forests of the North
OLD WORLD SPARROWS - Passeridae
House Sparrow
Passer domesticus
Common and widespread
Plain-backed Sparrow
Passer flaveolus
Decent numbers of this attractive species seen both North and South in agricultural lands
Eurasian Tree Sparrow
Passer montanus
Common and widespread
WEAVERS AND ALLIES - Ploceidae
Asian Golden Weaver
Ploceus hypoxanthus
Awesome looks at a pair at a stakeout near Bangkok
WAXBILLS AND ALLIES - Estrildidae
Red Avadavat
Amandava amandava
Several seen in rice paddies in the North
White-rumped Munia
Lonchura striata
Not uncommon, though never numerous, in forested and agricultural settings
Scaly-breasted Munia
Lonchura punctulata
Ubiquitous and numerous in rice paddies and agricultural settings
Chestnut Munia
Lonchura atricapilla
A few of these surprised us near Thaton marshes!
Java Sparrow - I
Lonchura oryzivora
Hard to see in native lands, this introduced species has been established for 60+ years in Bangkok
locally
WAGTAILS AND PIPITS - Motacillidae
Eastern Yellow Wagtail
Motacilla tschutschensis
Widespread and common
Citrine Wagtail
Motacilla citreola
Two of these beauties seen at Mae Taeng were our only individuals
Grey Wagtail
Motacilla cinerea
Widespread in singles at forest water sources
White Wagtail
Motacilla alba
Common and widespread
Richard's Pipit
Anthus richardi
Only one positively ID’d by call at Laem Pak Bia
Paddyfield Pipit
Anthus rufulus
The default Pipit, rather common
Olive-backed Pipit
Anthus hodgsoni
Good numbers seen at Doi Ang Khang
*Red-throated Pipit
Anthus cervinus
FINCHES, EUPHONIAS - Fringillidae
Common Rosefinch
Carpodacus erythrinus
A few showed nicely Doi Laong West
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BUNTINGS, SPARROWS AND ALLIES - Emberizidae
Crested Bunting
Emberiza lathami
Small numbers at a known pasture area on Doi Laong West gave outstanding looks at both sexes!
Yellow-breasted Bunting - VU
Emberiza aureola
One non-breeding male spotted at Doi Laong West was a great surprise!

Mammals
Asian Elephant
Binturong
Crab-eating Macaque
Stump-tailed Macaque
Southern Pig-tailed Macaque
*Banded Surili
Dusky Leaf-Monkey
Lar Gibbon
Gray-bellied Squirrel
Finlayson’s Squirrel
Pallas’s Squirrel
Black Giant Squirrel
Asian Red-cheeked Squirrel
Indochinese Ground Squirrel
Himalayan Striped Squirrel
Southern Red Muntjac
Sambar
Wrinkle-lipped Bat
Lesser False Vampire
Northern Treeshrew
Yellow-throated Marten

Elephas maximus
Arctictis binturong
Macacus facicularis
Macacus arctoides
Macacus nemestrina
Presbytis femoralis
Trachypithecus obscurus
Hylobates lar
Callosciurus caniceps
Callosciurus finlaysoni
Callosciurus erythraeus
Ratufa bicolor
Dremomys rufigenis
Menetes berdmorei
Tamiops maclellandii
Muntiacus muntjacus
Rusa unicolor
Tadarida plicata
Megaderma spasma
Tupaia belageri
Martes flavigula
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