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Masai Giraffe and Baobab Tree- Tarangire NP, Tanzania 

Tour Summary 

The East African countries of Tanzania and Kenya never disappoint with the amazing overall wildlife 

experience that they offer, and this particular tour was no different. The guests were spoilt with 

incredible bird and big mammal sightings, with over 470 bird species and a staggering 54 mammal 

species seen during our 18-day journey through the northern parts of Tanzania and various parts of 

southern and central Kenya. Added to the many special birds and mammals were, of course, the 

experiences of Mt Kilimanjaro, the Ngorongoro Crater, vast open plains of the Serengeti, iconic 

Amboseli landscapes and a visit to a Maasai village ï to name but a few of the wonderful parts of this 

incredible safari.  

Our journey began with an afternoon of relaxed birding in the lush gardens of our lodge on the outskirts 

of the city of Arusha, in Northern Tanzania. In these lovely gardens, there are several bird species that 

occur that we had little if any chance of finding anywhere else on the route. With that in mind, we 

slowly made our way through the different areas of the gardens in the hope of locating several of the 

regionôs specials. Widespread African species such as the noisy Hadada Ibis, ubiquitous Egyptian 

Goose, Red-eyed Dove, African Palm and Little Swifts, Black-headed Heron, Reed Cormorant, Red-

winged Starling, Dark-capped Bulbul, Black-backed Puffback and Tropical Boubou were seen close 

up. High up in the canopy of some of the large trees, we were treated to our first views of White-eared 

Barbet, African Green Pigeon and the impressively large and noisy Silvery-cheeked Hornbills. The 

small dam and stream at the bottom of the gardens held specials such as African Black Duck, Grey 

Crowned Crane, African Fish Eagle, Hamerkop and Little Grebe, to name a few. Giant Kingfisher, 
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Kirkôs Dik-dik male and female ï Tarangire NP, Tanzania 

Taveta and Thick-billed Weavers, Black-throated Wattle-eye and Rueppellôs Robin-Chat were other 

standout species found during the short exploration on that first afternoon. Blue Monkey and the 

stunning Guereza Colobus were also in attendance, and added a nice touch to the time in the garden. 

With the rain falling heavily, it was decided to relax and enjoy the first evening of this lovely tour.  

 

Prior to breakfast the next morning, we had a very successful second stint of birding in the garden 

before making our way to Tarangire National Park after breakfast. In addition to the species seen on the 

first afternoon, we also managed to locate a fair number of new birds that morning. Afr ican Harrier-

Hawk, African Jacana, Tambourine Dove, Ashy Flycatcher, Mountain and African Pied Wagtails, 

Stripe-faced and Grey-olive Greenbuls, Collared and Olive Sunbirds, Red-backed Mannikin and a 

number of hirundines that included Black Saw-wing, and Lesser Striped and Wire-tailed Swallows 

were all enjoyed before breakfast. Unfortunately, not all species are seen on a tour, and this first stop 

proved no different: with Green Malkoha, African Emerald Cuckoo and African Wood Owl the notable 

species that were heard only during our time birding the area.  

 

Having met our driver, packed our luggage into the safari vehicle and greeted the lovely staff of the 

lodge, we made our way from the outskirts of Arusha and headed toward Tarangire National Park. 

Southern Fiscal, Northern Grey-headed Sparrow, Red-billed Quelea, Village Weaver, African Sacred 

Ibis and Western Cattle Egret were numerous along the roadside near Arusha. Further along toward 

Tarangire, a short bit of dry woodland birding produced Little Bee-eater, Beautiful, Scarlet-chested and 

Marico Sunbirds, Nubian Woodpecker, Lesser Masked Weaver and Green-winged Pytilia, amongst 

others. Arriving at Tarangire, we enjoyed some birding at the picnic site and entrance to the National 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Pair of Yellow-collared Lovebirds ï Tarangire NP, Tanzania 

Park. Here, Ashy Starling and Yellow-collared Lovebirds, two regional specials of the area, were 

numerous and easy to find. Mottled Spinetails whizzed about the large Baobab trees, Northern White-

crowned Shrike, Mourning Collared Dove, and Klaasôs, Diederikôs and Levaillantôs Cuckoos were all 

in attendance around the entrance area. Having enjoyed a nice picnic lunch, we entered the park and 

made our way to our lodge for the next two nights. The drive in provided many highlights, with 

Southern Ground Hornbill, Common Ostrich, Red-necked and Yellow-necked Spurfowls, Black-faced 

Sandgrouse, Lilac-breasted Roller, Grey-headed Kingfisher, Northern Fiscal and Magpie Shrike all 

prominent. Large mammals included our first encounters with African Elephant, Grantôs Gazelle, 

Impala, Common Waterbuck and the dainty Kirkôs Dik-dik. At the lodge, we were treated to great 

views of the many Yellow-spotted or Bush Hyrax, tiny Ochre Bush Squirrel and the brightly-coloured 

Common Agamas that are all found in and around the lodge.  

The following day, we enjoyed a simply fantastic full day exploring the wonders of the under-

appreciated Tarangire National Park. In the morning, we drove through some beautiful grassland, 

woodland savanna and the open areas of the Silale Swamp before returning for a lovely lunch and some 

birding around the lodge. Later in the afternoon, our exploring took us to the rover road and adjacent 

woodland in the area, before returning to the lodge prior to nightfall. The birding on this day was just 

outstanding overall! 

 

Gamebirds were prominent, with Coqui and Shelleyôs Francolins, Common and Harlequin Quails, 

numerous Helmeted Guineafowl, Hildebrandtôs Francolin and the abundant Yellow-necked and Red-

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Common Agama male ï Tarangire NP, Tanzania 

necked Spurfowls all seen well. Raptors were a constant feature throughout the day, with Brown Snake 

Eagle, Bateleur, Augur Buzzard, Long-crested, and Tawny and Steppe Eagles prominent. Of the eagle 

sightings, the highlight was definitely that of a Martial Eagle hunting Bush Hyrax at the lodge. The 

adult bird allowed very close approach whilst a juvenile waited nearby for any food brought back ï a 

special moment indeed! At the swamp, we enjoyed Saddle-billed Stork, African Openbill, White-faced 

Whistling Duck, Red-billed Teal, Whiskered Tern, African Jacana, Wood Sandpiper, Pied Kingfisher 

and Three-banded Plover, amongst others.  

 

The adjacent grassland and nearby woodland held Cardinal Quelea, Banded Parisoma, Northern Pied 

Babbler, Long-tailed Fiscal, Amur Falcon, White-browed Coucal, Bare-faced Go-away-bird and 

Namaqua Dove, amongst a host of others. In the denser wooded areas, Northern Red-billed and Von 

der Deckenôs Hornbills, Green Wood Hoopoe, African Hoopoe, Woodland Kingfisher, Red-and-yellow 

Barbet, Red-bellied Parrot, Cardinal Woodpecker and Brown-crowned Tchagra all added to the 

impressive list of the day. Added to all of this was a rather impressive list of mammal encounters, with 

African Buffalo, majestic Masai Giraffe, skittish Black-backed Jackal and that of a young African 

Elephant bull amongst a myriad of others to remember! At almost all of these large mammal sightings, 

one could see the Western Cattle Egrets nearby; and although we did not have any luck in locating any 

of the big cats found in the area, it was the presence of Lappet-faced, White-backed and Rueppellôs 

Vultures at different times during the day that did suggest these large predators were around 

somewhere. Other noteworthy species seen on this day included Grey Penduline Tit, Great-spotted 

Cuckoo, Water Thick-knee, Eastern Grey Woodpecker, abundant Fischerôs Sparrow-Larks, Pearl-

spotted Owlet, and Red-headed and Golden-backed Weavers to name a few.  

 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Secretarybird ï Tarangire NP, Tanzania 

Over the course of the two days or so in Tarangire, we had different groups of birds that were well 

represented by species seen. Starlings included Greater Blue-eared, Red-winged, Wattled, Superb, 

Hildebrandtôs and Ashy ï all seen well. Amongst the little brown jobs, or óLBJsô as they are better 

known, there was Rattling, Winding, Piping, Zitting and Desert Cisticolas, as well as Buff-bellied 

Warbler. Swallows were well represented too, with great views had of Brown-throated Martin, and 

Barn, Mosque and Red-rumped Swallows. The large mammals, of which there were many, often had 

both Red-billed and Yellow-billed Oxpeckers in attendance, scrounging around for ticks, parasites and 

even the blood of any open wounds the unsuspecting animal may have had! A number of weavers and 

sparrows were also seen for the first time, with good numbers of Red-billed and White-headed Buffalo 

Weavers certainly amongst the highlights; although other species such as Swahili Sparrow, Speckle-

fronted Weaver, Vitelline Masked Weaver, and Fan-tailed and White-winged Widowbirds were also 

fantastic to see. Other groups with several species seen included Sunbirds, with Variable and Beautiful 

Sunbirds the standouts; whilst small seedeaters included the lovely Red-cheeked and Blue-capped 

Cordon Bleus, as well as the attractive Crimson-rumped Waxbill. Pangani and Yellow-throated 

Longclaws also added a dazzle of colour to the grassland landscape. Night time birding was limited 

during our stay, but we did manage great looks at a pair of Freckled Nightjar on both nights whilst at 

the lodge! 

 

The final morning and drive out back to the gate was filled with many more wonderful sightings. From 

Southern Ground Hornbill, Secretarybird, Grey Crowned Crane, Flappet Lark, Meyerôs Parrots and 

Pygmy Falcons to the much larger African Elephant and best looks at a small herd of Masai Giraffe 

amongst Baobabs being the top moments. A short birding stop at a nearby picnic site on our way 

proved incredibly productive, with African Paradise Flycatcher, Marico Sunbird, Red-chested Cuckoo 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Martial Eagle adult ï Tarangire NP, Tanzania 

and DôArnaudôs Barbets the highlights. Another stop at a lodge along the Tarangire River allowed us 

exceptional views of Eastern Grey Woodpecker, Spotted Palm Thrush, White-browed Scrub Robin, 

White-bellied Go-away-bird, Slate-colored Boubou, Striped Kingfisher and a roosting African Scops 

Owl, amongst others. The surrounding grassland held a few Blue-cheeked Bee-eaters, and we had 

further views of some smaller mammals, including Unstriped Ground Squirrel, Common Dwarf 

Mongoose and Common Warthog, to name a few. Back at the entrance gate, we again enjoyed a lovely 

picnic lunch with Yellow-breasted Apalis, Buff-bellied Warbler and Grey-backed Camaroptera ï 

finally seen well amongst the by now familiar Ashy Starlings and Yellow-collared Lovebirds in 

between many many others. We left Tarangire having had a superb time, and made our way on, rather 

excitedly, to the Ngorongoro Crater!  

 

En route to the crater, we witnessed the large stork colony at Lake Manyara, where Yellow-billed and 

Marabou Storks, amongst many other species, breed in good numbers. In the dry woodland areas, we 

had our first sighting of Eastern Chanting Goshawk. With the weather deteriorating as we got to the 

crater rim, the birding, unfortunately, was not as rewarding as it can be along the edge. Eastern Double-

collared Sunbird, Mountain Buzzard, Streaky Seedeater and a pair of Hildebrandtôs Francolin were the 

highlights as the mist descended and rain began to fall before evening.  

 

The next day, our journey took us to the world-renowned and iconic Ngorongoro Crater for the entire 

day. Although there was early morning mist and some drizzle along the crater rim, we nevertheless 

managed a good haul of bird species before having entered the actual crater. Variable, Bronzy, Golden-

winged and Eastern Double-collared Sunbirds were a thrill as they fed on the numerous flowers that 

were available at this time of year. Cape Robin-Chat, and African Dusky and White-eyed Slaty 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Flycatchers were present in good numbers. Baglafecht Weaver was seen clambering on moss-covered 

branches and trunks of the trees, Purple Grenadier was a dazzling bonus and after some effort, we also 

managed to get good looks at Brown-headed Apalis. As we made our way down through the forest, 

then shrub and ultimately grassland of the crater floor, we added species such as Lynesôs and Red-

faced Cisticolas, White-browed Coucal, Dusky Turtle Dove, African Olive Pigeon, Southern Citril, 

Yellow-crowned Canary, Rufous-naped Lark, Yellow Bishop, Red-collared Widowbird, brief views of 

a young Golden Pipit and even had fantastic looks at Rosy-throated Longclaw. A single heavily 

pregnant Spotted Hyaena female was the next highlight, as she walked by our vehicle seemingly 

completely oblivious and unfazed at our presence!  

 

The crater floor, which is grassland-dominated, also held many good birds and, of course, large 

mammals. On this particular morning, we were treated to a superb experience of a coalition of five 

large male Lions. One of the five sauntered right up to our vehicle and passed within a few metres of us 

before joining the others! The vast grassland had good numbers of Red-capped Lark, Fischerôs 

Sparrow-Lark, African Stonechat, Ant-eater Chat, Capped Wheatear, and the diagnostic calls of 

Winding and many Pectoral-patch Cisticolas; whilst African Black Swift zoomed overhead and Banded 

Martins and Grey-headed Swallows glided and flew low over the grass in search of insects. The few 

trees present in the main area of the crater invariably had colonies of breeding and nest building 

Spekeôs and Rufous-tailed Weavers; whilst the small patches of wetland were spoilt with Lesser 

Swamp Warbler, Malachite Kingfisher, Black-crowned Night Heron, Grey-headed Gull and Whiskered 

Tern, amongst others. Of course, the water also held Hippopotamus, and allowed the guests their first 

close-up views of these aquatic mammals.  

 

Lion ï Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Three-banded Courser ï Serengeti NP, Tanzania 

The birding was fantastic, as was the game watching. Large numbers of Plains Zebra, Common 

Wildebeest and African Buffalo were augmented by smaller herds of Thomsonôs and Grantôs Gazelles 

and a few Hartebeest. Golden Jackal, Common Warthog, small numbers of African Elephant and the 

bonus of two East African Black Rhinoceros provided extra highlights to a superb day in the crater. Not 

to be outdone by the ófurriesô, we also added many more specials and highlights of the avian variety 

before making our way out of the crater. Anatids were well-represented, with Fulvous Whistling Duck, 

Cape, Hottentot and Red-billed Teals, Egyptian and Spur-winged Geese, the scarce African Black 

Duck and the bizarre-looking Knob-billed Duck all seen well. Large birds were plentiful, with Greater 

and Lesser Flamingo, Grey Heron, Saddle-billed Stork, numerous Grey Crowned Cranes, and Kori and 

Black-bellied Bustards all adding to a special day.  

Waterbirds included Black-winged Stilt, abundant Red-knobbed Coot, Blacksmith and Crowned 

Lapwings, Kittlitzôs and Common Ringed Plovers, as well as a single Whimbrel and small numbers of 

Collared Pratincole. White-headed Barbet, Jacobin Cuckoo, Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, Red-billed 

Firefinch and Wattled Starlings were other new species encountered throughout the course of the day. 

Finally, no day in East Africa would be complete without an impressive haul of raptor species, and 

today was no different. Black-winged and Yellow-billed Kites, several Augur Buzzards, Rueppellôs 

and White-backed Vultures, Bateleur, and Tawny and the always impressive Martial Eagles all 

provided further fantastic memories whilst in the crater. With improved weather along the crater rim, 

we also managed a few new noteworthy birds before arriving back at our lodge for a quiet late 

afternoon and evening. A lovely and co-operative pair of Grey-capped Warblers, a stunning male 

Tacazze Sunbird, as well as Streaky and Thick-billed Seedeaters,  added a nice final touch to a simply 

fantastic day!  

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Cheetah before hunting Thomsonôs Gazelle ï Serengeti NP, Tanzania 

Our fantastic journey through the northern parts of Tanzania was only getting better as we left the 

lovely crater and began the day-long journey to the famous Serengeti. A misty morning meant poor 

visibility as we drove along the crater rim, but we still had the good fortune of finding a new species in 

the form of Singing Cisticola before descending from the lush and green grassy slopes of the crater and 

down into the dry woodland toward the Serengeti. A few short birding stops in this dry woodland 

habitat yielded Golden-breasted Bunting, African Hoopoe, Bearded Woodpecker, White-browed Scrub 

Robin, Reichenowôs Seedeater, White-bellied Canary, Yellow-spotted Petronia, African Grey 

Flycatcher and Red-faced Crombec, amongst others. We then spent some time at a Maasai Village, 

being provided with a small window into their unique lifestyles. From there, our journey took us to 

Oldupai Gorge and some of the most famous hominid remains and excavations in the world. On the 

way there, it was time to enjoy Taita Fiscal, Red-and-yellow Barbet, Eastern Chanting Goshawk, and 

Common Kestrel.  

 

Our time at the gorge included an introductory lecture to the area, a short visit to the museum and a 

small packed lunch. Some birding in and around the museum was very rewarding, with Purple 

Grenadier, Black-faced Waxbill, Rufous Chatterer, Chinspot Batis, Red-fronted Barbet, Southern 

Grosbeak-Canary, Slate-colored Boubou, Rock Martin, Grey-backed Camaroptera, Beautiful and 

Variable Sunbirds, as well as Black Bishop, Vitelline Masked Weaver and the neat Kenya Sparrow all 

seen very well. The endearing African Grass Rat was another little highlight whilst at the gorge. The 

remainder of the day was spent travelling through the vast open plains and woodland savanna of the 

Serengeti to our beautiful lodge for the next three nights. We were spoilt with some excellent views of 

a Lioness atop a rocky outcrop and a further two lazing in some large flat-crown Acacia trees. Black-

winged Lapwing, Kori Bustard, Yellow-throated Sandgrouse, Lappet-faced Vulture, endemic Grey-

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Leopard in a tree ï Serengeti NP, Tanzania 

breasted Spurfowl and Black-lored Babbler were some of the highlights before reaching our lodge. 

There were impressive numbers of Plains Zebra, Common Wildebeest, African Buffalo and Thomsonôs 

Gazelles, amongst other large mammals, that made this another wonderful day in this special part of the 

world!  

 

The two full days spent exploring the amazing area known as the Serengeti is quite difficult to put into 

the right words. The highlights and amazing encounters were many and not easily definable in terms of 

which were more amazing than the next. Ultimately, it is a region one has to visit and experience first-

hand to gain any realistic idea of just how special this corner of Africa really is.  

 

On to the birding then. Raptors were again a prominent feature over the landscape that we traversed, 

with sightings of Black-winged Kite, Black-chested and Western Banded Snake Eagles, Bateleur, 

Tawny Eagle, Secretarybird and smaller species, including Amur and Red-footed Falcons, as well as 

many Lesser Kestrels all being highlights. Hooded and White-headed Vultures were new additions, 

along with many sightings of the commoner Rueppellôs, White-backed and Lappet-faced Vultures.  

 

Some of the species not seen elsewhere on the trip included Karamoja Apalis, Black-lored Babbler, 

Grey-breasted Spurfowl, Silverbird, Three-banded Courser, Grey Kestrel, Greater Painted-snipe, Lesser 

Moorhen, Spotted Eagle-Owl, European Roller, Familiar Chat, Long-billed Pipit, Tanzanian Red-billed 

Hornbill, the usambiro race of DôArnaudôs Barbet, Black-headed Gonolek, Red-throated Tit, Grey 

Penduline Tit and White-tailed Lark. Shorebirds, some sporting full breeding plumage, included Marsh, 

Curlew and Wood Sandpipers, Ruff and Common Greenshank. These were joined by Collared 

Pratincole, Pied Avocet, Cape Teal, both species of flamingo, Black Crake, Common Ringed, Three-

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Lioness ï Serengeti NP, Tanzania 

banded and Kittlitzôs Plovers and the attractive Spur-winged Lapwing, amongst others. One of the 

bizarre sightings was that of Gull-billed Tern flying over open grassland ï nowhere near water!  

 

Large birds were unmissable, with Common Ostrich, and Kori, Black-bellied and White-bellied 

Bustards being some of the highlights of our time exploring the Serengeti. Some of the more 

widespread species encountered included Lilac-breasted and Purple Rollers, Black-faced Sandgrouse, 

Double-banded Courser, Bare-faced Go-away-bird, Great Spotted and Klaasôs Cuckoos, Pearl-spotted 

Owlet, Brubru, Brown-crowned Tchagra, Von der Deckenôs and African Grey Hornbills, Eastern Grey 

Woodpecker, Abyssinian Scimitarbill, Orange-breasted Bushshrike, Grey-backed Fiscal, Meyerôs 

Parrot, Fischerôs Lovebird, Speckled Pigeon, Arrow-marked Babbler, Rueppellôs Starling, Black-

headed Oriole, White-browed Robin-Chat and Scarlet-chested Sunbird. Other highlights included the 

variety of weavers on show, such as Grey-capped Social, Speckle-fronted, Holubôs Golden, Lesser 

Masked, Rufous-tailed and both species of Buffalo! Seedeaters were also a feature, with outstanding 

views of Quailfinch adding to the great sightings that were had of Black-faced and Crimson-rumped 

Waxbills, to name a few. Finally, one of the standout birds was the delightful full breeding plumage 

male Straw-tailed Whydah ï certainly an impressive sight! 

 

No visit to the Serengeti would be complete without having several special large mammal encounters. 

Large herds of African Buffalo, Common Wildebeest and Plains Zebra were certainly the staple diet of 

sightings, and were nicely supplemented by several other species of antelope, including previously seen 

species such as Thomsonôs and Grantôs Gazelles, as well as others that were new, such as the attractive 

Topi. Smaller mammals were certainly a big part of the visit, as we had great views of both Rock and 

Bush Hyraxes on both days at the picnic site, small groups of Common Dwarf Mongoose also 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/tours/destinations/kenya-tanzania-rwanda
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Silverbird ï Serengeti NP, Tanzania 

definitely entertained, and there were many sightings of mischievous Vervet Monkeys and Olive 

Baboons for everyone to enjoy. At the lodge, our night time searches produced fantastic sightings of 

Yellow-winged Bat, several Peterôs Dwarf Epauletted Fruit Bats, as well as the tiny Northern Lesser 

Galagos that occur near to the lodge! The many Mwanza Flat-headed Agamas, a multi-coloured lizard, 

were also a pleasant addition to the décor of the outside walls of the lodge! Our time in the Serengeti 

also provided several further good views of Spotted Hyaena, Common Warthog, Masai Giraffe and 

Hippopotamus, but will mostly be remembered for the big cats that were seen. We were certainly 

spoilt, with several close up sightings of Lions, but were also fortunate to have great views of two 

Cheetah, as well as having a female Leopard in a tree over the course of two different days. The 

Serengeti certainly had not disappointed! 

 

Unfortunately, the following 

morning dawned with the reality 

that we would be leaving the 

beautiful Serengeti and heading to 

a one night stay at a lodge near 

the Ngorongoro Crater rim, in 

preparation for moving across the 

border into Kenya the subsequent 

day. The drive out produced 

several more mammal sightings 

of previously seen species, but it 

was once we were outside the 

official entrance gate to the park 

that we had better luck with a 

number of new birds. Montaguôs 

Harrier, Spotted Thick-knee, 

Temminckôs Courser and Greater 

Kestrel were all added to the trip 

list in quick succession. Driving 

on, we noticed vultures descending rapidly onto a fresh kill. Within minutes, there were more than fifty 

Rueppellôs Vultures, with more on their way, and a single Golden Jackal helplessly watching as its 

fresh kill was stolen and devoured right in front of its eyes! The journey took us back past the lovely 

Lake Manyara where this time a bit of time spent observing the many breeding birds allowed views of 

Pink-backed Pelican, along with the many Yellow-billed and Marabou Storks present. A flyby of a 

Martial Eagle sent quite a number of the younger storks fluttering for cover! We arrived at the superb 

lodge in time for a fantastic lunch. In the late afternoon, it was decided to do some birding around the 

lodge and the beautiful gardens, with this decision proving very rewarding. The birding was great, with 

previously seen species including Augur Buzzard, African Olive Pigeon, Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, 

Tropical Boubou, African Paradise Flycatcher, African Dusky and White-eyed Slaty Flycatchers, Grey-

capped Warbler, Brown-headed Apalis, White-browed Robin-Chat, Bronzy and Variable Sunbirds, 

Baglafecht and Holubôs Golden Weavers, Grey-backed Camaroptera and Thick-billed and Streaky 

Seedeaters all providing better views than before. A number of species, including African Emerald and 

Red-chested Cuckoos, as well as Red-fronted Tinkerbird, proved elusive and were heard only. Added 

to the many by no familiar species seen, we also managed to find a good number of new birds, such as 

Broad-billed Roller, Green-backed Honeybird, Pallid Honeyguide, Collared Sunbird, Thick-billed 

Weaver, Grey-headed Nigrita, Red-backed Mannikin and Montane White-eye. Added to this was a 

special sighting of an all-black Slender Mongoose at the edge of the forest in the late afternoon. That 
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evening, in between dinner and completing the dayôs checklist, we were also lucky in finding a 

Montane Nightjar, and everyone got to see the resident Thick-tailed Greater Galago. We had enjoyed 

another great day in Tanzania!  

 

Our wonderful time in 

Tanzania had come to an end, 

as we crossed the Namanga 

Border Post into Kenya, 

where we would say goodbye 

to our lovely Tanzanian guide 

and meet our guide for the 

Kenyan stretch. Before 

crossing the border, we were 

able to find several White-

fronted Bee-eaters perched 

along the telephone wires, and 

also a lovely male Mourning 

Wheatear as our last new 

species in Tanzania! It was 

noticeable that we had left the 

cooler climes of the crater 

behind us, as it was very hot during this first afternoon in Kenya. Our destination that first evening was 

a lodge in the iconic Amboseli National Park, and hopefully a clear view of Mount Kilimanjaro as a 

backdrop. New birds were not many, although the ones found were certainly special. Long-tailed 

Paradise Whydah, White-browed Sparrow-Weaver, Rosy-patched Bushshrike, African Harrier-Hawk 

and the localised Fischerôs Starling were great additions to the ever-growing trip list. In Amboseli 

itself, there were sightings of Buff-crested Bustard, Long-toed Lapwing, and Great and Intermediate 

Egrets, along with a suite of larger mammals that included African Buffalo, Hippopotamus and African 

Elephant all happily wallowing in the swamp. Arriving at the lodge in the late afternoon, we enjoyed a 

troop of Yellow Baboons at the entrance before checking in and enjoying a restful first evening in 

Kenya.  

 

Amboseli National Park has a wonderful variety of habitats, from dry Acacia scrub and open grassland 

to an area of flooded grassland and open water. This variety of habitats allows for a good suite of birds 

to be found during even the shortest of visits. The full day that we had to explore the park proved 

particularly rewarding, with many new birds and a smattering of new mammals added to the many 

already seen during this fantastic trip. Ducks and waterbirds were plentiful and although most species 

fell into the previously seen category, it was nevertheless great to have further looks at species such as 

Fulvous Whistling Duck, Knob-billed Duck, Red-billed Teal and Saddle-billed Storks, as well as closer 

views of Greater and Lesser Flamingoes amongst a whole host of others. New species included Glossy 

Ibis, Squacco Heron, Little Egret, the impressive Goliath Heron, Great White Pelican and African 

Darter, to name a few. It was again to be a good day in terms of raptors, with Secretarybird, African 

Harrier-Hawk, Bateleur, Tawny Eagle, Yellow-billed Kite, Eastern Chanting Goshawk and African 

Fish Eagle all in attendance throughout the day. On this trip, Amboseli was the only location where we 

would find White-necked Raven, with great views of two birds at the lookout point overlooking the 

swamp. The flooded grassland allowed us great views of Hartlaubôs and White-bellied Bustards, 

Collared Pratincole, Pangani Longclaw, and Fan-tailed and Red-collared Widowbirds; whilst Grey 

Crowned Crane, Malachite and Pied Kingfishers and Water Thick-knee were a constant near to the 

Hindeôs Babbler, near Tana River - Kenya 
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Grey Crowned Crane ï Amboseli NP, Kenya 

water. One of the stranger sightings was that of a Sedge Warbler in some thicket at the edge of one of 

the flooded areas ï clearly on its way north back to Europe, as it was in full song! Amongst the 

shorebirds also heading north, it was great to see species such as Little Stint in breeding plumage. And 

in and amongst the many species, we managed to find a single Sanderling ï a rare record for these 

parts! White-winged Terns joined the many Grey-headed Gulls and Whiskered Terns seen flying over 

the open water areas in search of food. White-bellied Go-away-bird, Little Bee-eater, Crested 

Francolin, Grey Wren-Warbler, Taita Fiscal, Banded Parisoma, Blue-naped Mousebird, Parrot-billed 

Sparrow, Pygmy Falcon and Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse were some of the standout highlights of the 

day in the drier woodland areas that we visited. In the lodge grounds, there was some time for birding 

that yielded Purple Grenadier, Grey-headed Kingfisher and Spotted Palm Thrush as notable specials.  

 

Amboseli is a fantastic location for large mammals, and the day yielded many sightings of African 

Elephant, African Buffalo, a close encounter with a Hippopotamus out of the water and many other 

species. New species were few and far between but included Slender Mongoose, regal Beisa Oryx and 

several good sightings of the floodplain specialist Bohor Reedbuck. After a rewarding and long day in 

the harsh African heat, we enjoyed a relaxed evening eagerly anticipating the next day to come.  

 

The next day, our travels took us from Amboseli, through Nairobi and on to Mt Kenya, where we 

would stay the next two nights. The drive through Amboseli and similar dry woodland outside the park 

produced a number of great sightings. We had our final views of Masai Giraffe for the trip, the first 

looks at the strange Gerenuk antelope, found the scarce Bare-eyed Thrush, as well as bumping into a 

fantastic male Golden-backed Weaver! We made a brief stop at the equator where the only birds to 

distract from the local curio shops was a large colony of Spekeôs Weavers next to the road. The lunch 
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African Elephant calf ï Amboseli NP, Kenya 

stop was largely uneventful, with a few birds around in the midday heat that included the tiny Bronze 

Mannikin. With the temperature rising to near extremely hot, we made a brief stop near the Tana River 

where it, fortunately, did not take long for us to locate a group of the critically endangered Hindeôs 

Babbler! This highly localised endemic was a great find, and having enjoyed superb views of several 

birds quietly preening in the shade of some Lantana thicket, we continued onwards to our lodge on the 

lower slopes of Mt Kenya. We arrived at the gate to the park in the late afternoon and enjoyed some 

last minute birding for the final few kilometres to the lodge. Here we found Grey Apalis, Abyssinian 

Thrush, Baglafecht Weaver, Cape Robin-Chat and White-eyed Slaty Flycatcher before reaching the 

stunning lodge overlooking a small waterhole. Having had a long and rewarding travel day, we enjoyed 

a relaxed dinner and evening in the cooler night air of this peaceful place.  

 

The full day of birding around the lodge began with some pre-breakfast birding in the parking lot area 

of the lodge. Here, we located the skulking Cinnamon Bracken Warbler, delightful White-starred 

Robin, Red-fronted Parrots flying overhead, Kikuyu White-eye, dainty Suni antelope and the striking 

kolbi subspecies of Blue Monkey that is endemic to Mt Kenya. A guided walk in the forest after 

breakfast was an incredibly productive birding experience. With the help and expertise of a fantastic 

local guide, we were able to find and gain good views of a number of regional specials, and some 

rather difficult forest species to boot. African Hill Babbler, Hartlaubôs Turaco, Kenrickôs Starling, 

Mountain Oriole, Oriole Finch, Grey and Purple-throated Cuckooshrikes, Chestnut-throated Apalis, 

Rueppellôs Robin-Chat, Moustached and Yellow-rumped Tinkerbirds, and a host of greenbuls, 

including Placid, Slender-billed and Olive-breasted, were seen well. During the walk, mammal species 

included the distinctive Guereza and more Blue Monkeys. Back at the waterhole, there were Defassa 

Waterbuck, African Buffalo and Bushbuck, all seen well. Cinnamon-chested Bee-eater, Streaky and 

Thick-billed Seedeaters, Western Citril, Yellow-crowned Canary, Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon and 

Hunterôs Cisticola were all prominent. The birding in the afternoon yielded many more new additional 
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Reticulated Giraffes ï Samburu National Reserve, Kenya 

species. Localised White-headed Wood Hoopoe, Brown-Capped Weaver, Common and Yellow-bellied 

Waxbills, Grey-headed Nigrita, Blue-headed Coucal and Spectacled Weaver headlined the specials. 

Sunbirds were prominent throughout the day, with Golden-winged, Eastern and Northern Double-

collared, and Variable Sunbirds all seen well. White-browed Crombec and Black-throated Apalis were 

two other big specials found by some in the early afternoon. Raptors were scarcer and included Long-

crested Eagle, Augur Buzzard and African Harrier-Hawk. The strangest sound on the day was that of 

the ófoghorn-likeô call of a male Buff-spotted Flufftail calling from deep within the thicket, where it 

was unfortunately not visible. After dinner that evening, we searched around the lodge and eventually 

found a single Southern Tree Hyrax sitting quietly on one of the ledges of the lodge. A nice bonus find 

to another successful day!  

 

Driving out from Mt Kenya the following morning, we had several great views of the shy Scaly 

Francolin, two impressive Bushbuck, great looks at a perched Silvery-cheeked Hornbill and Wallerôs 

Starlings, as well as several African Olive Pigeons, before leaving the park. The route for the day took 

us from the lush slopes of Mt Kenya to the much drier woodland of the Shaba National Reserve to the 

north. On the way there were few new birds, other than the lucky find of three male Jacksonôs 

Widowbirds and several Fan-tailed Ravens at the entrance to the reserve. Once in the reserve, we came 

across the sought-after White-throated and Somali Bee-eaters, Namaqua Dove, Dodsonôs Bulbul and 

Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird before arriving at our lodge, an oasis in the dry expanse. We enjoyed a 

lovely lunch and headed out for a late afternoon drive as it was still extremely hot. In the lodge grounds 

there was plenty to see, with Black-bellied Sunbird, Red-bellied Parrot and Bristle-crowned Starling all 

present and easily seen. Along the river were Hooded Vulture, Spur-winged Lapwing, Water Thick-

knee, Striated Heron and several large Nile Crocodiles lazing on the riverbanks. Our afternoon drive 
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