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Tour Summary

The East African countries of Tanzania and Kenya never disappoint with the amazing overall wildlife
experience that they offeand this particular tour was no different. The guests were spoilt with
incredible bird and big mammal sightingsith over 470 bird spges and a staggering 54 mammal
species seen during our -ty journey through the northern parts of Tanzania aadous parts of
southern and cdral Kenya. Added to the many special birds and mammals, wéreourse the
experences of Mt Kilimanjaro, the Ngorongoro Crater vast open plains of the Serengeti, iconic
Amboselilands@pesand a visit to a Maasai village to name but a few of the wonderful parts of this
incredible safari.

Masai Giraffe and Baobab Tree Tarangire NP, Tanzania

Our journey began with an afternoon of relaxed birding in the lush gardens of our lodge on the outskirts
of the city of Arushain Northern Tanzania. In these lovegrcers, there are several bird species that
occur that we had little if any chance of finding anywhere else on the route. With that inwaind
slowly made our way through the different areas of the gardens in the hope of locating several of the
regi on 6 sWidegpread iAfaidars species such as the noisy Hadlaid, ubiquitous Egyptian
Goose, Regtyed Dove, African Palm and Little Swifts, Bkabheaded HeronReed Cormorant, Red
winged Starling, Dadcapped Bulbul, Blackacked Puffback and Tropical Boubwere seen close

up. High up in the canopy of some of the large treeswere treated to our first views of Whiared

Barbet African Green Pigeomnd the impressively large and noisy Silveheeked HornbillsThe

small dam and stream at the bottom of ¢faedens held specials such as African Black Duck, Grey
Crowned Crane, African Fish Eagle, Hamerkop and Little Greb@ame a few. Giant Kingfisher,
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Taveta and Thicloilled Weaves, Blackthroated Wattlee y e and Ru e-@hatenerk Otlser Ro b
standout pecies found during the short exploration on that first afternoon. Blue Monkey and the
stunning Guereza Colobus were alsaitendanceand added a nice touch to the time in the garden.

With the rain falling heavilyit was decided to relax amhjoy thefirst evening of this lovely tour.

Prior to breakfast the next morninge had a very successful second stint of birding in the garden
before making our way to Tarangire National Park after breakfast. In addition to the species seen on the
first afternoon we also managed to locate a fair number of new birds that movkingan Harrier

Hawk, African Jacana, Tambourine Dove, Ashy Flycatcher, Mountain and African PagdaN,
Stripefaced and Greylive Greenbuls, Collared and Olive Sunbirds, Ragked Mannikin and a
number of hirundines that included Black Saimg, and Lesser Striped and Witiled Swallows

were all enjoyed before breakfasfortunaely, not all species are seen on a tamd this first stop

proved no differentwith Green Malkoha, African Emerald Cuckoo and African Wood Owl the notable
species that we heard only during our time birding the area.

S ) X, o5 )

Ki r k 6-dik nialle &nd femalei Tarangire NP, Tanzania

Having met our driver, packed our luggage into the safari vehicle and greeted the lovely staff of the
lodge, we made our way from the outskirts of Arusha and headed toward Tarangire National Park.
SouthernFiscal, Northern Grefieaded Sparrow, Rdilled Quelea, Village Weaver, African Sacred

Ibis and Western Cattle Egret were numerous along the roadside near Awutharalong toward
Tarangire a short bit of dry woodland birding produced Little Besde:, Beautiful, Scarlethested and
Marico Sunbirds, Nubian Woodpecker, Lesser Masked Weaver and-@imged Pytilia amongst
others. Arriving at Tarangireve enjoyed some birding at the picnic site and entrance to the National
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Park. Here Ashy Starling ad Yellow-collared Lovebirds, two regional specials of the area, were
numerous and easy to find. Mottled Spinetails whizzed about the large Baobab trees, Northern White
crowned Shrike, Mourning Collared DgwendK| aas 6s, abPDdedewviak 6 $weretldo s Cu
in attendance around the entrance area. Having enjoyed a nice picnicwenehtered the park and

made our way to our lodge for the next two nigfitee drive in provided many highlightswith
Southern Ground Hornbill, Common Ostrich, Reztkel and Yellownecked Spurfovd Black-faced
Sandgrouse, Lilabreasted Roller, Grelgeaded Kingfisher, Northern Fiscal and Magpie Shrike all
prominent . Large mammals included our first e
Impala, Common Watetbc k and t he ddikiA the lodgeiwe wedestreaizd to great

views of the many Yellovspotted or Bush Hyrax, tiny OchBush Squirrel and the brightiyoloured
Common Agamas that are all found in and around the lodge.

Pair of Yellow-collared Lovebirdsi Tarangire NP, Tanzania

The following day we enjoyed a simply fantastic full day exploring the wonders of uiheer-
appreciated Tarangire National Park. In the mornimg drove through some beautiful grassland,
woodlandsavanna and the open areas of the Silale Swamp before returning for a lovely lunch and some
birding around the lodge. Later in the afternoour exploring took us to the rovepad and adjacent
woodland in the aredefore returning to the lodge prior maghtfall. The birding on his day was just
outstandingoverall!

Gamebirds were prominenvi t h Coqui and Shelleyds Francol in
numerous Hel meted Guineafowl, Hi | d enécked and Rells Fr
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necked Spurfows all seen well. Raptors were a constant feature throughout thevidlayBrown Snake
Eagle, Bateleur, Augur Buzzard, Loogestedand Tawny and Steppe Eagles prominent. Of the eagle
sightings the highlight was definitely that of a Martial Hadhunting Bush Hyrax at the lodge. The
adult bird allowed very close approach whilst a juvenile waitsatlny for any food brought batka
special moment indeedlt the swampwe enjoyed Saddibilled Stork, African Openbill, Whitéaced
Whistling Duck,Redbilled Teal, Whiskered Tern, African Jacana, Wood Sandpiper, Pied Kingfisher
and Threebanded Ploveramongt others.
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Common Agama malei Tarangire NP, Tanzania

The adjacent grassland and nearby woodland held Cardinal Quelea, Banded Palstmeay Pied
Babbler, Longtailed Fiscal, Amur Falcon, Whiterowed Coucal, Baréaced Geawaybird and
Namaqua Doveamongst a host of others. In the denser wooded ,aNeahern Reebilled and Von

der De c ke n@Green WaodHoopog, Aftican,Hoope, Woodland Kingfisher, Reahdyellow

Barbet, Reebellied Parrot, Cardinal Woodpeckand Brown-crowned Tchagra all addetb the
impressive list othe day. Added to all of this was a rather impressive list of mammal encouwitars

African Buffalo, magstic Masai Giraffe, skittish Blagkacked Jackaand that of a young African
Elephant bull amongst a myriaaf others to remember! At almost all of these large mammal sightings

one could see the Western Cattle Egrets neanyalthough we did not haveny lud in locating any

of the big cats found in the araawas the presence of Lapgleced, Whittb acked and Rue
Vultures at different times dting the day that did suggest these large predators were around
somewhere. Other noteworthy speciegrs on this day included Grey Penduline Tit, Gepaitted
Cuckoo, Water Thick n e e, Eastern Grey Woodpec-kaks, Peara b und
spotted OwletandRedheaded and Golddmacked Weavers to name a few.
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Over the course of the two days or so @rdngire we had different groupsf birds that were well
represented by species seen. Starlings included Greatere&ie@, Redvinged, Wattled,Superb,

Hi | debr andt allsseea wall. Aldandstythe little brown jobs rLBJ8® as t #tery ar ¢
known, there was Rattling, Winding, Piping, Zitting and Desert Cisticadaswell as Bufbellied
Warbler. Swallows were well representtd, with great views had of Browthroaed Martin,and

Barn, Mosque and Redimped SwallowsThe large mammal®f which there were manyften had

both Redbilled and Yellowbilled Oxpeckers in attendance, scrounging around for ticks, parasites and
even the blood of any open wounds the unsuspgeeanimal may have had! A number of weavers and
sparrows were also seen for the first tinveéh good numbers of Reblilled and Whiteheaded Buffalo
Weavers certalg amongst tk highlights;although other species such as Swabhili Sparrow, Speckle
fronted Weaver, Vitelline Masked Weaveand Fantailed and Whitevinged Widowbirds were also
fantastic to see. Other groups with several species seen included Sumitivd&ariable and Beautiful
Sunbirds the standoutsvhilst small seedeaters included the lgvRedcheeked and Blueapped
Cordon Bleus as well as the attractive Crimsommped Waxbill. Pangani and Yellethroated
Longclaws also added a dazzle of colour to the grassland landscape. Night time birding was limited
during our staybut we did managgreat looks at @air of Freckled Nightjar ondsh nights whilst at

the lodge!

Secretarybird i Tarangire NP, Tanzania

The final morning and drive out back to the gate was filled with many more wonderful sightings. From
Southern GroundHornbill, Secretarybird, Grey réwned Crane, Flappet Larkle y er 6 s Parr o
Pygmy Falcons to the much larger African Elephant and best looks at a small herd of Masai Giraffe
amongst Baobabbeingthe top moments. A short birding stop at a nearby picnic site on our way
proved incredibly productivewith African Paradise Flycatcher, Marico Sunbird, Reéwksted Cuckoo
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and DO Ar nau dhgeligh3.aAnother tstsp att aHoelge along the Tarangire River allowed us
exceptional views of Eastern Grey Woodpecker, Spotted Palm Thrush,-Mted Scrub Robin,
White-bellied Geawaybird, Slatecolored Boubou, Striped Kingfisher and a roosting African Scops
Owl, amongst others. The surrounding grassland held a fewdBleeked Beeaters and we had
further views of some smaller mammalacluding Unstriped Ground Squel, Common Dwarf
Mongoose and Common Warthdg name a few. Back at the entrance gateagain enjoyed a lovely
picnic lunch with Yellowbreasted Apalis, Buffbellied Warbler and Grelgacked Camaroptera
finally seen well amongst the by now familiasidy Starlings and Yellowollared Lovebirds in
between many many others. We left Tarangire having had a superlatichenade our way on, rather
excitedly, to theNgorongoro Crater

Martial Eagle adult 7 Tarangire NP, Tanzania

En route to the cratewe witnessed the large stork colony at Lake Manyara, where Y-bilted and

Marabou Storks, amongst many other species, breed in good numbers. In the dry woodlame areas
hadour first sighting of Eastern Chanting Goshawk. With the weather detergadinve got to the

crater rim thebirding, unfortunatelywas not as rewarding as it can be along the edge. Eastern Bouble
coll ared Sunbird, Mountain Buzzard, Streaky Se:
highlights as the mist descemidand rain began to fall before evening.

The next dayour journey took us to the worldnowned and iconiblgorongoro Cratefor the entire

day. Although thereavas early morning mist and some drizzle along the crater we nevertheless
managed a gooldaul of bird species before haviegtered the actual crat&fariable, Bronzy, Golden
winged and Estern Doublecollared Sunbirds were a thrill as they fed on the numerous flowers that
were available at this time of year. Cape ReBhat, and African Dusky and Whiteeyed Slaty
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Flycatchers were present in good numbers. Baglafecht Weaver was seen clambering arveneds
branches and trunks of the trees, Purple Grenadier was a dazzling bonus and after some affart
managed to get gooddks at Browrheaded Apalis. As we made our way down through the forest,
then shrub and ultimately grassland of the crater flaoe added speci es s-uch a
faced CisticolasWhite-browed CoucalDusky Turtle Dove African Olive Pigeon Southen Citril,
Yellow-crowned Canary, Rufousaped Lark)Yellow Bishop, Reecollared Widowbird brief views of

a young Golden Pipit andven hadfantastic looks at Rosthroated Longclaw. A single heavily
pregnant Spotted Hyaena female was the next highlaghtshe walked by our vehicle seemingly
completely oblivious and unfazed at our presence!

Lion 7 Ngorongoro Crater, Tanzania

The crater floor which is grasslanrdominated also held many good birds gndf course large
mammals. On this particular morninge were treaid to a superb experience of aatibon of five

large male Lions. One of the five sauntered right up to our vehicle and passed within a few metres of us
before joining the othersThe vast grasslantiad good numbers of Redapped Lar k, F
SparrowLark, African Stonechat, Arg¢ater Chat, Capped Wheateand the diagnostic calls of
Winding and many Pectorglatch Cisticolaswhilst African Black Swift zoomed overhead and Banded
Martins and Greyheaded Swallows glided and flew low over the grass in search of insects. The few
trees present in the main area of the crater invariably had colonies of breeding and nest building
Spekeds ataled WRavdronhilst the small patches of wetlanslere spoilt with Lesser
Swamp Warbler, Malachite Kingfisher, Blackowned Night Heron, Grelgeaded Gull and Whiskered

Tern, amongst others. Of courshe water also hel#lippopotamusand alloved the guests their first
closeup views of these aquatic mammals.
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The birding was fantastic, as was the game watching. Large numbers of Plains Zebra, Common
Wil debeest and African Buffal o wer eGraaungtmes t @alz €
and a few Hartebeest. Golden Jackal, Common Warthog, small numbers of AfripaariEland the

bonus of two EasAfrican Black Rhinoceroprovided extra highlights to a superb day in the crater. Not

to be out do n ewellsoadtied many rhoverspeciadssadd highlights of the avian variety
before making our way out of the crater. Anatids were-rggltesentedvith Fulvous Whistling Duck,

Cape, Hottentot and Rdallled Teals, Egyptian and Spwinged Geese, the scarce African Blac

Duck and the bizarr®oking Knobbilled Duck all seen well. Large birds were plentifwith Greater

and Lesser Flamingo, Grey Heron, Saddléed Stork, numerous Grey Crowned CrarasjKori and
Black-bellied Bustards all adding to a special day.

Three-banded Courseri Serengeti NP, Tanzania

Waterbirds included Blackvinged Stilt, abundant Rekhobbed Coot,Blacksmith and Crowned
Lapwings, Kittlitzds ,a wal asacingledMnimibRal ang sndll néibers/oé r s
Collared Pratincole. Whiteaded Barbet, Jacobin Cuckoo, Cinnarobested Beecater, Resilled
Firefinch and Wattled Starlings were other new species encountered tubtighcourse of the day.
Finally, no day in East Africa would be complete without an impressive haul of raptor species, and
today was no differenBlack-winged and Yellowb i | | ed Ki t es, sever al Aug
and Whitebacked Vulturs, Bateleur,and Tawny and the always impressive Martial Eagsdl
providel further fantastic memories vigt in the craterWith improved weather along the cratan,

we also managed a few new noteworthy birds before arriving back at our lodge for a quiet late
afternoon and evening. A lovely and-gperativepair of Greycapped Warblers, a stunning male
Tacazze Sunbirdas well as Streaky and Thithlled Seedeats, added a nice final touch to a simply
fantastic day!
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Our fantastic journey through the northern parts of Tanzania was only getting better as we left the
lovely crater and began theylong journey to the famous S#geti. A misty mrning meant poor
visibility as we drove along the crater ritbbut we still had the good fortune of finding a new species in
the form of Singing Cisticola before descending from the lush and green gigssy sf the crater and
down into the dry woodland toward the Serengetifedv short birding stop in this dry woodland
habitat yielded Goldebreased BuntingAfrican Hoopoe, Bearded Woodpecker, WHit®ewed Scrub
Robin, Rei ¢ henowo s Whigebdlidde Ganaeyr Yellow-spotted Petronia,African Grey
Flycatcher andRedfaced Crombecamongst others. We then spent some time at a Maasai Village
being providedwith a small window into their ugue lifestyles From thergour journey took us to
Oldupai Gorg and some of the most famous hominid remains and excavations in the world. On the
way there it was time to enjoy Taita FiscdRedandyellow Barbet,Eastern Chanting Goshawk, and
Common Kestrel.

Cheetah before hunti Segng&iNg Temzamad s Gazel | e

Our time at the gorge included an intradory lectureto the area, a short visit to the museum and a
small packed lunch. Some birding in and around the museum was very rewavdindg?urple
Grenadier, Blackaced Waxbill, Rufous Chatterer, Chinspot Batis, fRedted Barbet Soutlern
GrosbheakCanary, Slateolored Boubou,Rock Martin, Greybacked Camaroptera, Beautiful and
Variable Sunbird, as well as Black Bishop, Vitelline Masked Weaver and the neat Kenya Sparrow all
seen very well. The endearing African Grass Rat was another little highlight whilstgargeThe
remainder of the day was spent travelling through the vast open plains and woodland savanna of the
Serengeti to our beautiful lodge for the next three nights. We spani# with some excellent views of

a Lioness atop a rocky outcrop and atarttwo lazing in some large flatown Acaciatrees.Black-

winged Lapwing,Kori Bustard, Yellowthroated Sandgrouse, Lapyfated Vulture, endemic Grey
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breasted Spurfowl and Bladtred Babbler were some of the highlights before reaching our lodge.
Therewer e i mpressive numbers of Plains Zebra, Con
Gazelless, amongst other large mammgtisat made this another wonderful day in this special part of the
world!

The twofull days spent exploring the amazing area known as the Serengeti is quite difficult to put into
the right words. The highlights and amazing encounters were many and not easily definable in terms of
which were more amazing than the next. Ultimatilis a region one has to visit and exg@nce first

hand to gain any realistic idea of just how special this corner of Africa really is.
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Leopard in a treei Serengeti NP, Tanzania

Onto the birding thenRaptors were again a prominent feature over the landscape that we traversed
with sightings of Backwinged Kite, Blackchested and Western Banded Snake Eagles, Bateleur,
Tawny Eagle Secretarybirdand smaller speciescluding Amur and Redlooted Falconsas well as

many Lesser Kestrels dieing highlights. Hooded and Whileeaded Vultures were neadditions
along with many sighti ngs -badkedtnd pappfsred Midturesr Ru e p

Some of the species not seen elsewhere on the trip included Karamoja ApalisioEddcBabbler,
Grey-breasted SpurfowRilverbird, Threebanded CourseGrey KestrelGreater Paintednipe, Lesser
Moorhen, Spotted Eagl®wl!, European Rollef-amiliar Chat, Longpilled Pipit, Tanzanian Redbilled
Hornbill, the usambiror ace of D 6 A r Blaakthehded GdBdaek, Reittroated Tit,Grey
Penduline Tit and Whitgailed Lark. Shorebirdgsome sporting full breeding plumage, included Marsh,
Curlew and Wood Sandpipers, Ruff and Common Greenshank. These were joined by Collared
Pratincole,Pied Avocet, Cape Tedboth species of flamingdlack Crake,Common Ringed, Three
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banded and Kittlitzds -RihgedvLapweg amongst othére One tofttlrea c t i
bizarre sightings was that of Gddilled Tern flying over open grasslaiichowhere near water!

Large birds were unmissablevith Common Ostrich, and Kori, Black-bellied and Whitebellied
Bustardsbeing some of thehighlights of our time exploring the Serengettome of themore
widespreadspeciesencainteredincluded Lilacbreasted anéPurple Rollers, Blaciaced Sandgrouse,
Doublebanded Courser, Bafaced Geawaybird, Great Spotted an-spottkd aas ¢
Owlet, Brubru, Browrc r owned Tc hagr aandMrcan Gy Hornlidlls, E&stern Grey
Woodpecler, AbyssinianScimitarbill, OrangebreastedBushsrike, Greyb a ¢ k e d Fiscal,
Parrot, Fischerod6s Lovemar#ded SBabkl ed, PRgeppel |
headed Oriole, Whitbrowed RobirChat and Scarlethested Sunbird. Other highlights inclddine

variety of weavers orshow such as Gregapped Social, Speckfeonted, Hol ubés Gol den,
Masked, Rufousailed andboth species of BuffaloSeedeaters were also a featwréh outstanding

views of Quailfinch adding to the great sightings twate had of Blackaced and Crimsenumped

Waxbills, to name a few. Finallyone of the standout birds was the delightful full breedilgnpge

male Strawtailed Whydali certainly an impressive sight!

.

(L |

Lionessi Serengeti NP, anzania

No visit to the Serengeti would be complete withbating several special large mammal encounters.
Large herdof African Buffalo, Common Widebeest and Plains Zebra were certainly the staple diet of
sightings and werenicely supplemeated by several other species of antelgpeluding previously seen
spei es such as Thoms gas Weal aseothals thatrwaere nemch asGle atedctivee s
Topi. Smaller mammals were certainly a big part of the vésitwe had great views of both Rock and
Bush Hyraxs on both daysat the picnic site, small gups of Common Dwarf Mongoose also
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definitely entertainedand there were many sightings of mischievous Vervet Monkeys and Olive
Baboons for everyone to enjoy. At the lodger night timesearches produced fantastic sightings of
Yellow-wi nged Bat, sever al P et eas well asDhe éiny Nortllephd.estee t t e
Galagos that occur near to the lodge! The many Mwanzéh&sted Agamas, a muttoloured lizard,
werealso a plasant addition to the décor of the outside walls of the lodge! Our time in the Serengeti
also provided several further good views of Spotted Hyaena, Common Warthog, Masai Giraffe and
Hippopotamus but will mostly be remembered for the big cats that wererseWe were certainly

spoilt, with several close up sightings of Lignsut were also fortunate to have great views of two
Cheetah as well as having a female Leopard in a tree over the course of two differentTdays.
Serengeti certainly had not disappted!

Unfortunaely, the following
morning dawned with the reality

that we would be leaving the
beautiful Serengeti and heading to

a one night stay at a lodge near
the Ngorongoro Craterrim, in
preparation for movingcross the
border into Kenya the subsequent
day. The drive out produced
several more mammal sightings

of previously seen specielut it

was once we were outside the
official entrance gate to the park
that we had better luck with a
number of new birds. Mot agu 6 s
Harrier, Spotted Thicknee,
Temmi nckdés Courser
Kestrel were all added to the trip

list in quick succession. Driving

on, we noticed vultures descending rapidly onto a fresh kill. Within mintliese were more than fifty

Ru e p p e ltures, svith Vhoré on their way, and a single Golden Jackal helplessly watching as its
fresh kill was stolen and devoured righ front of its eyesThe journey took us back past the lovely
Lake Manyara where this time a bit of time spent observing the braegling birds allowed views of
Pink-backed Pelicanalong with the many Yellowbilled and Marabowstorks present. Aflyby of a
Martial Eagle sent quite a number of the younger storks flutteringoieer! We arrived at thsuperb

lodge in time for a fantastic lunch. In the late afternabwas decided to do some birding around the
lodge and the beautiful gardemgth this decision proving very rewarding. The birding was gredh
previously seen species including Audduzzard, African Olive Pigeon, Cinnamahested Beeater,
Tropical Boubou, African Paradise Flycatcher, African Dusky and \Adyigel Slaty Flycatchers, Grey
capped Warbler, Browheaded Apalis, Whitbrowed RobirChat, Bronzy and Variable Sunbirds,
Bagld ec ht and Hol ubds -b&ked €Camaropi®i@ and eThildtied a@lr Sereaky
Seedeaters all providing better views than before. A number of speciesling African Emerald and
Redchested Cuckogss well as Redronted Tinkerbird proved elusre and were heard only. Added

to the many by no familiar species seer also managed to find a good number of new psuish as
Broadbilled Roller, Greerbacked Honeybird, Pallid Honeyguide, Collared Sunbird, Fhitkd
Weaver, Gresheaded NigritaRedbacked Mannikin and Montane Whiégre. Added to this was a
special sighting of an abllack Slender Mongoose at the edge of the forest in the late afternoon. That

Silverbird T Serengeti NP, Tanzania
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eveningi n bet ween dinner and ¢wenwele alsoi lucky intfihdg a day 6
Montane Nightjarandeveryone got to sethe resident Thickailed Gre#ger Galago. We had enjoyed
another great day in Tanzania!

Our wonderful time in v o . 5’ V/
Tanzania had come to an enge 't{ y’- A

as we crossed the Nangn ' ' ‘ A
Border PRst into Kenya ]

where we would say goodby¢
to our lovely Tanzanian guidq
and meet our guide for the
Kenyan  stretch. Before |
crossing the bordewe were ’ i AN
able to find several White [ -
fronted Beeeaters percheds
along the telephone wireand £
also a bvely male Mourning
Wheatear as our last ne
species in Tanzanialt was
noticeable that we had left the
cooler climes of the crater Hindebés Babbl er;Kenyar Tana

behind usas it was very hot during this first afternoon in Kenya. Our destination that first evening was
a lodge in thedonic Amboseli National Payland hopefully a clear view of Mount Kilimanjaro as a
backdrop.New birds were not manyalthough the ones found were certainly special. Liailgd
Paradise Whydah, Whierowed SparrowVeaver, RosypatchedBushsrike, African HarrierHawk

and the localsd F i s c h e redesgred adaitiohsi to the ewgnowing trip list. In Amboseli

itself, there were sightings of Buffrested Bustard, Lonped Lapwing,and Great and Intermediate
Egrets along with a suite of larger mammals that included African Buffalo, Hippopotamus and African
Elephant all happily wallowing in the swamp. Arriving at the lodge in the late afterm@oenjoyed a
troop of Yellow Baboons at the entrance before checkingnih enjoying a restful first evening in
Kenya.

Amboseli National Park has a wonderful variety of hahifaten dry Acaciascrub and open grassland

to an area of flooded grassland and open water. This variety of habitats allows for a good suite of birds
to be found during even the shortest of visits. The full day that we had to explore the park proved
particularly rewardingwith many new birds and a smattering of new mammals added to the many
already seen during this fantastic trip. Ducks and waterlsde plentiful and although most species

fell into the previously seen categpitywas nevertheless great to have further looks at species such as
Fulvous Whistling Duck, Knobbilled Duck, Reebilled Tealand Saddkbilled Storks as well as closer

views of Greater and Lesser Flamingoes amongst a whole host of others. New species included Glossy
Ibis, Squacco Heron, Little Egret, the impressive Goliath Heron, Great White PahdaAfrican

Darter, to name a few. It was again to be a good day in termaptbns with Secretarybird, African
HarrierHawk, Bateleur, Tawny Eagle, Yellohilled Kite, Eastern Chanting Goshawk and African

Fish Eagle all in attendance throwgiithe day.On this trip Amboseli was the only location where we

would find WhiteneckedRaven, with great views of two birds at the lookout point overlooking the
swamp.The fl ooded grassland all owed -befliedBustards Ve
Collared Pratincole, Pangani Longclaand Fantailed and Redtollared Widowbirds whilst Grey
Crowned CraneMalachite and Pied Kingfisheend Water Thickknee were a constant near to the
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water.One of the stranger sightings was that of a Sedge Warbler in some thicket at the edge of one of
the floodel areasi clearly on its way north bacto Europe as it was in full song/Amongst the
shorebirdsalso heading northt was great to see species such as Little Stint in breeding pluade

in and amongst the many speciege manged to find a single Sanderliriga rare record for these

parts! White-winged Terns joined the many Grbgaded Gulls and Whiskered Terns seen flying over

the open water areas in search of food. Whelied Goeawaybird, Little Beeeater, Crested
Francolin, Grey WretWarbler, Taita Fiscal,Banded Parisomalue-napedMousebird, Parrebilled
Sparrow, Pygmy Falcon and Chesthetlied Sandgrouse were some of the standout highlights of the
day in the drier woodland areas that we visitadhe lodge groundshere was some time for birding

that yielded Purple Grenadier, Grhgaded Kingfisher and Spotted Palm Thrush as notable specials.

Grey Crowned Cranei Amboseli NP, Kenya

Amboseli is a fantastic location for large mammaisd the day yielded many sightings of African
Elephant, African Buffalo, a close encounter with a Hippopotamus out of the water and many other
species. New species were few and far between but included Slender Mongoose, regal Beisa Oryx and
several goodightings of the floodplain specialist Bohor Reedbuck. After a rewarding and long day in
the harsh African healve enjoyed a relaxed evening eagerly anticipating the next day to come.

The next dayour travels took us from Amboseli, through Nairobi amdto Mt Kenya where we

would stay the next two nights. The drive through Amboseli and similar dry woodland outside the park
produced a number of great sightings. We had our final views of Masai Giraffe for the trip, the first
looks at the strange Gerenahktelope, found the scarce Baged Thrushas well as bumping into a
fantastic male Goldebacked WeaverWe made a brief stop at the equator where the only birds to
distract from the | ocal curio shops adalkelumchl ar g
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stop was largely uneventfukith a few birds around in the dday heat that included the tiny Bronze
Mannikin. With the temperature rising to near extremely Wetmade a brief stop near the Tana River
whereit, fortunately,did not take lag for us to locate a group of the critically endangered éliads
Babbler! This highly localiesd endemic was a greftd, and having enjoyed superb views of several
birds quietly preening in the shade of sonamtanathicket we continued onwards to our lodge on the
lower slopes of Mt Kenya. We arrived at the gate to the park in the late afternoon and enjoyed some
last minute birding for the final few kilometres to the lodge. Here we found Grey Apalis, Abyssinian
Thrush, Bagléecht Weaver, Cape Robidhat and Whiteeyed Slaty Flycatcher before reaching the
stunning lodge overlooking a small waterhole. Having had a long araddimg travel daywe enjoyed

a relaxed dinner and evegim the cooler night air of this peaceful place.

African Elephant calf i Amboseli NP, Kenya

The full day of birding around the lodge began with somebpeakfast birding in the parking lot area

of the lodge. Herewe located the skulking Cinnamon Bracken Warbler, delightful \A8taered

Robin, Redfronted Parrots flying overheadljkuyu White-eye,dainty Suni antelope and the striking

kolbi subspecies of Blue Monkey that is endemic to Mt Kenya. A guided walk in the forest after
breakfast was an incredibly productive birding experience. Witthég and expertise of a fantastic

local guide we were able to find and gain good views of a number of regional spemalssome

rat her di fficult forest species to boot. Afri
Mountain Oriole, Oriadé Finch, Grey and Purpltbroated Cuckooshrikes, Chesttltoated Apalis,
Rueppel [-Ghat, MRustadhed and Yellemmmped Tinkerbirds, and a host of greenbuls
including Placid, Slenddrilled and Olivebreastedwere seen well. During the wallnamma species

included the distinctive Guereza and more Blue Monkeys. Back at the wajeneoéavere Defassa
Waterbuck, Afican Buffalo and Bushbuck, aleen well.Cinnamonchested Beeater, Streaky and
Thick-billed Seedeaters, Western Citril, Yellmrowned Canary, Eastern Bronnaped Pigeon and
Hunterdés Cisticola were all prominent. The bir
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species. Localised Whieeaded Wood Hoopoe, Brovwapped Weaver, Common and Yellbellied
Waxbills, Greyheackd Nigrita, Blueheaded Coucal andp8ctaled Weaver headlined the specials.
Sunbirds were prominent throughout the degth Goldenwinged, Eastern and Northern Doéetb
collared, and Variable Sunbirds all seen well. Whitewed Crombec and BlagkroatedApalis were

two other big specials found by some in the early afternoon. Raptors were scarcer and included Long
crested Eagle, Augur Buzzard and African HarHemwk. The strangest sound on the day was that of

t he oOfladadckhrdr cal | -sppttedFafftaihealling fratnudéep within the thickewhere it

was unfortunately not visible. After dinner that evenweg searched around the lodaed eventually

found a single Southern Tree Hyrax sitting quietly on one of the ledges of the Aodge. bomis find

to another successful day!

Reticulated Giraffesi Samburu National Reserve, Kenya

Driving out from Mt Kenya the following morningve had several great views of the shy Scaly
Francolin, two impressive Bushbuck, great looks at a perched Sdverg e k ed Hor nbi | |
Starlings as well asseveralAfrican Olive Pigeos, before leaving the parK.he route for the day took

us from the lush slopes of Mt Kenya to the much drier woodland of the Shaba National Reserve to the
north. On theway there were few new birdsot her than the | ucky find
Widowbirds and several Faniled Ravens at the entrance to the reserve. Once in the regervame
acrossthe soughafter Whitethroated and Somali Besmaters, Namaqua Dove, Dada 6 s Bul bul
Eastern Violetbacked Sunbird before arriving at our lodge, an oasis in the dry expanse. We enjoyed a
lovely lunch and headed out for a late afternoon drive as it was still extremely hot. In the lodge grounds
there was plenty to sgeith Black-bellied Sunbird, Redbellied Parrot and Bristterowned Starling all
present and easily seen. Along the river were Hooded Vulture;v8pged Lapwing, Water Thick

knee, Striated Heron and several large Nile Crocodiles lazing on the riverbankstebuwaaf drive
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