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Tour Summary
This Madagascar Highlights tour was jgpacked with sightingsaf o me of t he wer | do:
after and musseebirds, mammals and reptiles. A total 82 bird, 14 mammaind 17 reptile species
were enjoyed by the piggipants on this enjoyable twoe e ks o j o i cominenédBird highdights 8
included fantastic views of Ground Rollers, Mesite, Couas, Vangas and so many others. Lemurs were a
significant highlight and included spectacular moments with the charismatic and amazing Indri to the
smdl nocturnal Mouse Lemursand who could forget the many bizarre and often brilliantly coloured
reptiles and amphibians that even included a wonderful discovery of one of thésdamdus leaf
tailed geckos. All in ajlthis tour produced on all fronts!

Our tour kicked offwith somebirding in the gardens of our hotel in the capital city of Antananarivo.
Although there is not much vegetation left in the garadendid find some of the commoner species
including Malagasy Bulbul, Madagascan Stonechat, Malagasy \WteRed Fody and Souimanga
Sunbird. These were all species we would becomeagelliainted with over the coming days. The two
species that stood out in the garden were the charismatic Madaga&gtail and a pair of roosting
Madagascan Nightjars. Although fairly widesprethese were two great finds in a city garden!

In the late afternognve spent an enjoyable

and relaxing few hours at Lake Alarobia on

| the outskirts of Antananarivéiaving safely

negotiated t he Chwaoti c

arrived toa buzz of bird sound and activity.

The two large ponds at this site host several

interestig species of waterbirdwith bird

numbers in the thousands sometimes present.

1 White-faced Whistling Duck, Reebilled

1 Teal, and Western Cattle and Dimorphic

d Egrets were some of the more numerous

species present. Squacco and Blexkwned

Night Heron also mved to be in good

TR v B s e 2 numbers with a few Black Herons and the
BN ST i S e VS| odd Great Egret also present. Searching
White-throated Rail, Lake Alarobia by Gareth Robbins through the large numbers of ducks

eventually resulted in us finding a few

Hottentot Teal, one Fulvous Whistliiguck and the endangered endemiie | | euckgas weDas a

single Madagascan Grebevhich was one of the highlights of the afterno@m the lake edgeve

watched as Common Moorhen went about their business and Malagasy Kingfishers dove down into the

water, hoping to catch some small fish. Irettangled vegetatioMalagasy Brush Warblers provided the

group with the first views of this noisy yet skulking species and in the reegvibedsanaged to entice

out a Malagasy Swamp Warbler to add to the growing list of special Malagasy birds., Miea#liso

had the good fortune of watching a Whikeoated Rail at close quarters as it stood seemingly frozen

completely out in the open! Having had a fantastic sample of some of the birds we would get familiar

with over the coming day# was time to kad back to the bus and the hustle and bustle of Tana traffic

to return to our hotel for a restful evening before our trip to the east and the town of Andasibe the

following day.
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Early the following morningwe were
met by our drivers and 4x4 vehicles th
would take us east of Tana to t
beautiful rainforest of Perinet ang
Mantadia NP. Our hope was to ge
through the city traffic and arrive at o
lodge around lunchtime. Our drivers di
a fantasticjob nav gati ng _
r oads 0,amdfas the &raffia volumgig
reduced and we left Tana behjritie
landscape began to change and slo
the very cramped and noisy city suburls
were replaced by rice paddies, brig
making ovens and fewer houses a
homesteadsOverhead we enjoyed ou
first Malagasy kestrels and Olive Bed. %
eaterswhilst the rice paddies, although— ———

producing very little in the way of new Red-fronted Coua, Analamazoatra by Doug Wood

species, had the bizarre Hamerkop, a few Striated Herons and a single Common Sandpiper. Western
Cattle, Greatad DimorphicEgrets were a common site throughout the drive. Agfagnandscape began

to change as the road became steeper and wimdiersome remnant forest patches becoming evident

as we made our way to Andasibe.

We arrived at the lovely Feénn yla lofige around lunchtime and enjoyed a nice lunch overlooking a
small pondsurrounded by rainforestvhichis protected as part of the Analamazoatra or Perinet Special
Reserve. It did not take long for us to start spottinddyieither above the canopy moving around
within the tree line. A Madagascan Buzzard perched briefly nearby with a pair of the delightful
Madagascan Blue Pigeon also visible at the top of the riigeixed flock of birds visible from the
restaurant deck prowded us with our fivkéws of Blue and Rethiled Vangaas well as the almost

— - shrikel i ke War dé Notbh!|l yc al
bad lunch spot at allAs if this had not
already been a fantastic start to our time
in this wonderful rainforest habitat
some of the guests were spoilt by the
far-carrying call and distant view of an
Indri before we made our way into the
reserve! An incredible experience of
what is arguably Madagascar most
charismatic and flagship lemur species.

The remainder of the afternoon was to
be spent with our fantastic and
energetic local guide as we walked the
trails of Analamazoatra Special
Reserve. With our guide finalising
entrance fee detaji&e managed to find

Indr i, Analamazoatra by Heinz Ortmann Crested Drongo, MalagasyGreen
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Sunbird and the rufous morph Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher. Within the reservenese#n find some
decent secondary rainforest in the area nearest the main entmaddewas on the trails here that we
focused our attention for the first afteon of rainforest birdingOur local guide very quickly pointed

out a group of Common Brown Lemurs feeding high up in the camo@king their distinctive pidike
grunts as they moved from tree to tree in search of food. Our next bit
of luck was findng a Rainfores6cops Owl orday roost but this was
quickly interrupted by an aming closeup view of an adult Red
fronted Coua foraging quietly on the edge of the path only a few
metres away seemingly oblivious to our presence!

Having enjoyed this birdor several minuteswe returned our
attention to the owl and carried on through the fonesking up
Common Newtonia, a white morph male African Paradise

Common Jery and two Madagascan Stadingre spotted perched
on dead branches above the canogyilst some taller grass along a
wetland area had Malagasy Coucal. Several of the stunning Blue
Coua were seen during the afternpas they ran and flew between
trees in a turactike fashion looking for chameleons and letdiled
geckos. We were even privileged enough to seeumwith what
looked like a leatailed gecko in its bill as it made its way off deeper
into the forest. Brief glimpses of the usually extremely shy
Malagasy Paradise Flycatcher ~ Madagascan Wood Rail we had along one of the forest streams.
by Markus Lilje Our local guide also managed to find thEssern Woolly Lemurs
roosting in a tight bundle and an unbelieleattvo Collared Nightjars oday roost The afternoon waa
spectacular onavith so many amazing experieggon the waywWe returned to our lodgeatisfied with
an amazing introduction to this wonderful part of Madagascar.

One of the highlights in this region are the night wallsich on this first evening provided us with good
views of the absolutely tiny Goodman §as ouMlocals e
guides somehow spotted Shbdrned 2 - .
and Nosehorned Chameleons for us o
this first walk. A wonderful endto a
terrific day all round!

Day three arrived with time alread
seeming to fly by asve took a drive by
4x4 to Mantdia National Park. This
protected area has fantastic rainforest g g8
ridge top forestbut the drive in is quite a
strenuous onevith road conditions being
very challenging at times. Although thif
tour was in the winter we would §
experience quite a bit of raiduring our
first week which made birding fairly
difficult at times. Howeverthis did not
deter us from having several very good Giraffe-necked Weevil, Analamazoatra by Heinz Ortmann
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days including this oneThe two main targets artle primaryreason for us visiting this park afecaly

and Shorlegged Groud Roller. What made our already difficult objective of finding these birds more
challenging was not only thain, but the fact that these birds are mostly silent at this time of year and
as suchit meant long hours of patient searching in the hope dfrfqone of these elusive birds!

Walking through the many forest trailsve
struggled to find any Ground Rolletsuthad good
views of some of the Malagasy warblessch as
the skulking Whitethroated Oxylabes and more
common Lonepilled Bernieria. Mixed flocks
provided many views of sevengngasincluding
Common Newt oni a, Wa+ do6s
tailed, Whiteheaded, Tylas, Blue and the strange
Nuthatch Vanga. Another Hijght was seeing a
stunning MadagascanHarrierHawk. Walking
along the main road into the pavike were treated
to a rather unusual sighting as an immature
Common SunbiréAsity was feeling on flowers

- less than a met from the ground. This was rather
Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher, Analarazoatra by~ surgising, given these birds spend most of their

Doug Wood time high up on the ridge foredeeding almost

exclusively on flowers in the canopy of some of the larger trees. Ealdairtle Doves were frequently
flushed off the paths and trailsith some individuals &nging around a bit longer for better views than
others.

A |l arge pond and open ar ea i n MadagascdGoebeswhilst h a d
Madagascan Spinetails whizzed pashetediblespeedflying along the canopy line. Within the tangled
vegetation on the edge of thead our local guide managed to entice a Madagascan Flufftail male close
enough for good views of this shy bird! This species is rather bold compared to other f|ifftictiss
individualwe found stuck much more to the flufftail script and unfortunately never ventured out onto the
pathI Neverthelesseveryone was happ '

In terms of mammalsComma Brown
Lemurs and the scarce Eastern Les§
Bamboo Lemur were welcome additions &

stands and we were quite fortunate with tf&
good views that we had.

The next day was spent solely
Analamazoatra Special Reservavith
visits in the early morning and laté
afternoon. On this morninghe focus was

on f'”d'”q several speciemt Se_en as yet. Cuckoo Roller, Mantadia NP by Gareth Robbins
Rando6s W& fobndaalling from
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dead branches abovket canopy We were reacquaintedwith the usual consortium of the Vanga
complexi ncl udi ng more great si gh tlycatcheringdrticuMuThisst c h
not taking anything awafrom the great viewsve had of Tylas, Blue, Chabert and Raded Vanga

during the day exploring the are@he overcast weather had meant few reptibeg we did have

Gr avenhor st thesbrigBtl icabolkredsaripedi Day @cko during the dayAnother reptile
highlightwss a f emal e Parsondés Chamel eon, theisemcond

One of the highlights of the morning wa
findng a mal e Cr o stsduref]

g

this sometmes very difficult to findbird, ﬁ- " Y \,

which was only a feunetres away from us|
Velvet Asity, Nelicourvi Weaver and " g
Madagascan Mannikin were some of &
other notable species seen and eventug:
we also had fantastic views of th
delightful Madagascan Pygmy Kingfishe 7\- :
Add to the birds seen the fact that we fou T P

Indri, the stunning Diademed Sifakdase =1

Eastern Woolly and Eastern Bambodss :;'&

Lemur, andthis had beenrther amazing = _

day The two mega highlights from a Diademed Sifaka, Mantdia NP by Doug Wood
birding perspectivenowever belonged to what can only be described as amazingofpsews of the

dazzling Reebreasted Coua argbod views with the help of a scop®f the scarce Madagascan Owl.

In both instancesour local guide had managed to find these birds,cthein particular being an
impressive find as the birds were not vocal and thus extremely difficult to |ddaeailight walk again

gve us further views of the dainty Goodmano6s Mc

4!’.)‘

Our second and final day in Mauiia NP
produced many of the same birds as seen
on the previous two dayswith some
notable additions. Raptors were a bit more
prevalent ashe weather seemed to be
improving and we managed views of
Madagascan Buzzard,
Sparrowhawk and the much largaimost
eaglesi zed Henst os Go s h:
strangely confiding Reftfonted Coua

gave us more great photographic
opportunities and welso had our first
views of a male Velvet Asityalbeit in
nonbreeding plumage. Finding sonoé

the more skulking Malagasy &blers

- was proving problematjalthough we did
Crossleyds Vanga, Anal ama atleastmaregeto find several Wedge
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tailed Jery. The day was also highlighted by superb views of a male Cuckoqg &olezll as finding
the exquisite Blaclandwhite Ruffed Lemur! The night walk in the evening was again influenced by
some rainbut would never be forgtn for the simply astonishing find of a Southern-{&é&tGecko by
one of the local guides, much to the delight of the guests that had braved the weather for this walk!
Although we had not found any Ground Rollemas had still been a phenomenal day areladded

7 many new species to what was already an
impressive list for the trip.

The last full day in the area dawned with

slightly better weather anthe last attempt at

finding one of the Ground Roller species

occurring in this rainforest habitatThe

morning walk in Anadmazoatra will be

remembered for many good thindpit nd so

much for the many leeches that we came

across which made birding a little bibugher

at times than it usually is her@l case in point

was our first major birding discovery of the

day. We had flushed a Madasgan Wood

Rail, which bizarrely had perched on a branch
EasternLesser (Grey) Bamboo Lemur, Mantadia NP by across the stream right out in the open! Our

Doug Wood local guide suddenly bege very excited and

summoned us to him and to look a little further to the right from where the rail had landed. And there it

was, a Shortegged Ground Roller! Even the local guide was completely at a loss for words at this chance

sighting. We had greatcgpe views as the bird sat quietly on the open brapaviding us with

unforgettable memories and several leech bites for our troubles! It seemed that our activity had provided

the leeches with their first chance of feeding in a few months and for fribstrmorningwe spent quite

some time removing and checking fq

leeches as a result!

Not to be deterred by what wa
becoming more than just a nuisanee
pushed on further up the trail. Kewe
found Dark Newtonia and it was at thg
point that our morning became eve
more interesting. Our local guide
summoned us up what was a rather stq
slope to a point almost at the top of t
ridge sevesl hundred metres from thg
stream belowwhere we had just been.
washere that we had an incrediblesé
up, no binoculars requiredview of a
Rufousheaded Ground Roller! Having
spent the better part of five days
searching for any Ground Roller, it was beyond all expectations for us tawimdpecies on this

morning! This was tuly incredible particularly at this time of the year. Further views of Cuckoo Roller
and the bizarrdooking Giraffenecked Weeviprovided the icing on the cake for another lovely day.

Rockjumper Birding Tours V
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The afternoon was spenthté | ocal O6Lemur | sl andd where the gi
with severabkpecies of lemur that wequiteaccustomed to humans. Our night walk provided everyone

with fantasticviews of a large male Par n €lsameleon and several intefegtfrogs, of which the
mossylike Analamazoatra Madagascar

Frog andGreen Brighteyed Frog were
particularly interesting.

We spent the next morning walking on
the trails of Analamazoatra Special
Reserve one last time. Lesser Vasa
Parrot, Green Jery anéiook-billed
Vanga were seen welds new species
became harder and harder to come by. A
Madagascan Pygmy Kingfisher also
spoilt us with unmatched views as it
fished from a puddle within the path!
This morning also provided us with
further views oasternVoolly Lemur,
but also our best views of Diademed
- Sifaka and a family group of Indri. The
Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur, Lemur Island by Heinz latter species was literally in the trees
Ortmann above usaswe enjoyed them for some
time whilethey gave us a rather amazing display and farewell present as our timefantastic area
came to a close. The remainder of the day was spent travelling back teviiarewe spent the night at
the now familiar hotel where our tour begegady for the next chapter of this exciting adventure!

Flying in Madagascar is sometimes not the most straightforward of procetutesn this day we
managed to readhe Tolanaro Arport near Fort Dauphin in the sou#tast of Madagascar without any
hassles Our destination was the woffdmous Berenty Lemur Reservaut first, our driver had to
navigate the rather poor strietof road leading to.ifThe road to Berenty provided us with good looks at
Purple Heron, Yellowbilled Kite, Namaqua
Dove, African Palm Swift andMadagascan d
Lark, all new for the trip. These 80km or s Mt ;
now take as long as four and a half hours b
drive and upon arrival at Berentgveryone
was rather tired and justifiably sdaving
started very early that morning in Tana. Aft
a decent lunch and some time off to rest
headed into the gallery forest near the lodgs
the late afternoonLesser Vasa Parrots an
Sakalava Weavers were a noisy presef
around the lodge groundsvhilst we also
found the arboreal Crested Coua. Stig
throated Jery and Subdesert Brush \Wéarh
were also found during our walk in th
afternoon. The bird highlight for the day was
discovering two Whitdorowed Hawk Ous
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and a Western Barn Owl a@lay roost! However, Berenty is more famous for its lemurs and on this first
afternoonwe were alreadgpoilt by the welknownRingt ai | ed Lemur s, dancing
the nocturnal Whitéooted Sportive Lemur. The night walk in a patchspiny forest gave us further

good sightings of Whitéooted Sportive Lemur and our first sighting of thediywGreybrown Mouse

Lemur. Madagascamightjar was the sole avian highlight and our guide also found a lovely Carpet
Chameleon for us before we headed back to the lodge for@avwee er ved ni ght 6s sl ece

Early the next morningwe searched for
the elusiveMadagascasandgrouse in the
open agricultural fields. Sakalava Weaver,
MadagascanCisticola and Madagascan
Lark were prominent in the open areas and
Greyheaded Lovebirds were seen flying
overhed and perched on sisal plants. After
some timewe had a pair of sandgrouse fly
overhead andlight in a field next tothe
one we were searching in.pproaching
carefully, we were able to obtain great
views of the birds as they foraged on the
ground. Thiswas a particularly satisfying
sighting as the birds had become less
reliable and more difficult to locate in
— recent times. Having found the sandgrquse
White-browed Hawk Owls, Berenty by HeinzOrtmann we made our way to the spiny forest
nearby. Here our local guide expertly found a roosting TorotorokasSOwl and we had the good
fortune of finding two of theritically threatened Spider Tortoises during our brief walk in the spiny
forest. Having taken some photographe returned to the gallery forest with one objective, to find a
GiantCoua. Usually gcal and fairly straightforward to finthese birds had not been heard and our time
to find them was fast running out!

In the gallery forestwe found another
White-browed Hawk Owl and were spoil
with more views of-

tailed L e mBerenty a nLde A
Francesds and Madalf

and the exquisite Madagascan Hoopoe w{ls
great sightingsas was the sight of ¢hlarge -.
colony of roosting Madagascan Flying \'/ sx
Foxes! Eventually and almost at the IS ==

possible momenbne of the guests excitedIPges.

we did have good views and returned to @ \;
lodge happy and in better spirits for the lof=
drive back to Fort Dauphinfhe drive was |

rather unremarkable and after a great supper ,_ong tailed Ground Roller, Berenty by Doug Wood
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at a nearby restauramie got some rest before the early flight the following morning.

Having had our time in Berentyutshort
by flight schedule chayes we managed to
get to Toliara (Tulearpn the southwest
coast without much hassle and met our
drivers upon arrival at the airport there. Our
lodge was further north along the west
coast at Ifatywhere we would be baséar
the next two nightsAt thelodgethere were
some colourful residents in the form of the
|l arge and emerald gr ec
Gecko and the much smaller Peacock or
Fourspotted Day Gecko.Later that
afternoon we made a visit to the nearby
4. rhe and now &mous Ifaty spiny forestThe
; £7 3 b T R Y henomenal local guides in the area made
o T A L R gur afternoon a ra?her special onGreat
Madagascan Plover, Ifaty by Doug Wood views of Whiteheaded and Chabert
Vangas, Archbol dés Newtoni a anshamazinglongaided Ground we r e
Roller. We had a good few minutes of watching this individual before it spdshokf into the spiny
undergrowthWhat an incredible experiencé Sakalava Velvet Gecko was the reptile highlight in the
spiny forest.

The spiny foest at Ifaty is home to several special birds of the regnd this next morning proved to
outdo the previous afternoon with two special birds found. We had the good fortune of superb views of
apairoflaf r e s n ay whicsis restiictagl o thdry spiny forest of the southest of Madagascar.

As if this was not sufficient enough for special bjnds later had extendedoseup views of the bizarre
Subdesert Mesite. This particularale had perchedhia large tree and adopted the strange horizontal
frozen posture that they are wkhown for. This behaviar usually allows for good photographic
opportunities and this particular case was ng
different as the guests enjoyed ample ti
for photos.

Moving on from the spiny forestve visited
some nearby saltworks and mudfjatdhere
we found a pair oMadagascarrlover, the
main target in this habitat. There we
several other small ploveiacluding Three
banded Whitef r ont e d an g
Plovers which were all seen particularl
well.

The late afternoon taearly evening was
spent at some wetlands to the south of Ifa
Here we found Re#nobbed Coot, Little
Grebe and Blackvinged Stilts. Previously Subdesert Mesite, Ifaty by Doug Wood
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seenspecies such as Hottentot Teadre also present. Large birawi butterflies were also seen flying
in a leisurely fashion on the edges of the wetland and scrub habitat. After a bit of seaveHinglly
found one of the main birds we were looking forehehe Greater Painteshipe. Males and females were
present and we were able to observe thpez ]

without muchconcern for our presence. O
further great find|
Crake! Usually tricky to se, we managed

o
(2]

between thesedgein the wetland. This [«
brought to an endnother fabulous day o
birding as we made our way back to our lod
at Ifaty.

The final morning of biding in the Ifaty | o
spiny forest exceeded eV er y &&Y)
expectations and was certainly the mosg
productive in terms of new bird species of
three visits to the area. With reference to
species we had seen beforge obtained
better views oMalagasy Greenuhbird,Madagascan Hoopoe, Gktaye aded Lovebird and
Vanga on this final morning as welllew birds included the locaésl Banded Kestrel, thaivaceiceps
subspecies of Rechpped Coua, Running Cquareater Vasa Parrot and the strange Sibkled VVanga.

An incredible morning indeeddaving enjoyed all these birdse headed south to Toliara (Tulear) for

lunch. The late afternoon visit to the nearby area of La Tlaldar Ver r e a u x Glouldéredu a ar
Vanga unfortunatelydid not result in us finding either of the targpeciesbutit had nevertheless been

a great day of birding.

Running Coua, Ifaty by Heinz Ortmann

Our second to last full day on this trip began with a boat trip to the islandsyf Weandthe fishing

village of Anakao after that. The transfer to the boat was an interesting experiencead®madl were

taken to the boat by Zebu cafn authentic Madagascar experience inde€dé boat trip was rather
uneventful in terms obirds, until we got the

cliffs at St Augustin. Here there were several

pairs of nesting Grey Heronas well as the
endangered Humbl ot és He
not yet seen on the tour. Malagasy Black
Swifts were ao seen flying along the cliff top

edges as we enjoyed extended views of the
worl dos t hi fheislandofjJosys t  h ¢
Ve is usually a good spot for shorebirds and

terns but with it being winterwe found few

of these. Whitdronted Plover, Whimbrednd

Kelp Gull were the notable exceptiors we

had good views of these alotige shoreline.

The highlight was however the breeding

colony of Redtailed Tropicbirds that is
Sicke-billed Vanga, Ifaty by Doug Wood unmissable on this island. A number of adults
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