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Tour Summary 
 

Our Highlights trip of Thailand takes in the must-visit, key 

birding sites of Kaeng Krachan, Khao Yai and Doi Inthanon 

National Parks, as well as the vast, coastal wetlands of Pak 

Thale and Laem Pak Bia to the south of Bangkok. The 

number of species seen during this quick-fire birding tour 

around Thailand is truly astounding! There is nowhere else 

in Asia where one can encounter as many species in such a 

short period of time. The superb birding coupled with 

delicious food, good accommodation, excellent vehicles 

and drivers and extremely friendly and hospitable people 

make Thailand a birding destination like few others.  

 

There were indeed a wealth of serious birding highlights on 

this tour, and these included the likes of the critically 

endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper, Nordmannôs 

Greenshank, Asian Dowitcher, the rarely-seen Chinese 

Egret, the unique and bizarre Ratchet-tailed Treepie, Black-

headed and Bamboo Woodpeckers, the spectacular Silver 

Pheasant, Siamese Fireback, Orange-breasted Trogon, 

Green Peafowl, Collared and Black-thighed Falconets, a 

female Amur Falcon, the seldom-recorded Rain Quail, 

Blossom-headed Parakeet, Black-and-red and Dusky 

Broadbills, Blue Pitta, the brilliant Sultan Tit, rare and localised White-headed Bulbul, Slaty-bellied 

Tesia, Grey-headed Parrotbill, Black-backed Forktail, the scarce and elusive Yellow-bellied 

Flowerpecker and the exquisite Mrs. Gouldôs Sunbird, to mention just a few. This was our adventureé 

 

An excited group of birders and seasoned travellers gathered in the foyer of our Bangkok hotel and with 

the bags all loaded up into our two awaiting vans, we met our friendly drivers, piled into the vehicles and 

struck out at first light for the world-famous birding locality of Pak Thale to the south of Bangkok. After 

a two hour drive across Bangkok and through Phetchaburi, we arrived at the extensive and teeming 

coastal wetlands where weôd spend the remainder 

of the morning. Soon after arriving, we were 

admiring hordes of Great Knot and Broad-billed 

Sandpipers, as well as smaller numbers of Lesser 

and Greater Sand Plovers, Red-necked and 

Temminckôs Stint and Curlew Sandpipers, along 

with the occasional Dunlin. Suddenly, the 

excitement levels rose even higher when the calls 

of Spoon-billed Sandpiper pierced the air! There, 

amongst the numerous Red-necked Stints, was a 

single Spoonbill. However, it did not stick around 

very long as something, probably a raptor of sorts, 

startled the entire flock of waders and we lost sight 

of this mega wader as it disappeared out of sight. 

Fortunately, we were able to find another 

Female Amur Falcon in Khao Yai NP 

The rare and elusive Grey-headed Parrotbill 
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individual a short while later and this particular bird stayed around for ages and allowed us to admire it 

at length through the scopes, until we were completely and utterly satisfied with the views of this serious 

rarity. Continuing our birding of the area, we 

were delighted to find two Slender-billed 

Gulls ï a bit of a rarity for Thailand, as well as 

Little and Indian Cormorants, Bar-tailed and 

Black-tailed Godwits, Spotted and Common 

Redshanks, Long-toed Stint, Red-necked 

Phalarope and White-winged Tern. After 

lunch, we journeyed out to the nearby Laem 

Pak Bia and our boat trip here yielded three of 

the rare and seldom-seen Chinese Egret, as 

well as other great birds like Collared and 

Black-capped Kingfishers and the range-

restricted Malaysian Plover. Back in the late 

afternoon at the Pak Thale ponds, we found 

many of the already-mentioned species, along 

with a pair of Golden-bellied Gerygone, Great and Pied Mynas, a lovely flock of White-shouldered 

Starlings and finally, four of the highly sought-after and extremely scarce Asian Dowitcher. What a 

superb first dayôs birding! In the late afternoon, we departed the Phetchaburi area and continued the drive 

south-west towards the extensive lowland and mid-altitude forests of Kaeng Krachan, our base for the 

next three nights. 

 

Our time in Kaeng Krachan National Park was extremely rewarding, and the lowlands especially 

rewarded us with some of the best forest birding of the entire trip. We concentrated our efforts on the 

upper, middle and lower elevations of the reserve and despite the high volumes of foot and vehicle traffic, 

we still managed to see an amazing suite of gorgeous south-east Asian birds. The higher elevations 

yielded the very special Ratchet-tailed Treepie, Blythôs Shrike-babbler, Flavescent, Ochraceous and 

Buff-vented Bulbuls, Chestnut-flanked White-eye, Dark-sided, Hill Blue and Verditer Flycatchers, 

Greater Green Leafbird, Yellow-vented and 

Plain Flowerpeckers, Black-throated Sunbird 

and the zippy Streaked Spiderhunter; while a 

huge mixed species flock that we encountered 

in the mid-morning produced Speckled and 

White-browed Piculets, Great Iora, Grey-

headed Canary-flycatcher, the bamboo-

dwelling Yellow-bellied Warbler, Alstromôs 

Warbler, White-browed Scimitar Babbler, 

Golden Babbler, Brown-cheeked Fulvetta and a 

furtive family group of Collared Babbler. One 

of the trip highlights came when three Yellow-

throated Martens were found sprawled out 

along the mossy limbs of a large forest tree at 

the highest point of the reserve. Fantastic!  

 

In the mid elevations, we sought out a calling 

Square-tailed Drongo-Cuckoo and also managed to track down the rare Bamboo Woodpecker, as well as 

Yellow-throated Marten in Kaeng Krachan NP 

The brilliant Mrs. Gouldôs Sunbird, always a trip 

highlight  
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Puff-throated and Rufous-fronted Babblers, Bar-

winged Flycatcher-shrike, a beautiful male 

Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker and Pin-striped Tit-

Babbler. The small, seasonal ponds and pans 

along the entrance road gave us White-throated 

and Black-capped Kingfishers, the shy and scarce 

Black Bittern, Chinese Pond Heron and White-

breasted Waterhen; while Crested Honey Buzzard 

and Crested Goshawk were also seen in this area.  

 

A full morning and late afternoon were spent in 

the highly productive lowlands of the reserve, and 

here we were treated to the finest and birdiest 

sessions of birding of the entire trip! Highlights 

were plentiful, and included specialities and eye-

catching target species such as Thick-billed Green 

Pigeon, Green-billed Malkoha, Banded Bay Cuckoo, Grey-rumped Treeswift, Germainôs Swiftlets in 

flight overhead, Blue-bearded and Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters, small, noisy flocks of Oriental Pied 

Hornbills, the immaculate Green-eared, Blue-throated and Blue-eared Barbets, Common and Greater 

Flamebacks, the sought-after Black-thighed Falconet, the tiny, fast-flying Vernal Hanging Parrot, Ashy 

Woodswallow, Black-winged Cuckooshrike, the bright red and glossy-black Scarlet Minivet, Black-

naped Oriole, Bronzed, Hair-crested and the spectacular Greater Racket-tailed Drongos, the magnificent 

Sultan Tit, Black-headed, Black-crested, Stripe-throated and Streak-eared Bulbuls, Dark-necked 

Tailorbird, the dazzling Asian Fairy-bluebird, Common Hill Myna, melodious White-rumped Shama, 

Asian Brown and Taiga Flycatchers, Blue-winged Leafbird, the brilliant Ruby-cheeked, Olive-backed 

and Crimson Sunbirds, the striking Black-and-red Broadbill and an unexpected bonus in the form of a 

Yellow-eared Spiderhunter that showed remarkably well for an extended period while enjoying tea and 

coffee in the field along with some local Thai treats. In the evening, we managed to track down, with the 

razor-sharp eyesight of Uthai, a calling Collared Scops Owl back at our accommodation nearby the park.  

 

Departing the bird-rich wonderland of Kaeng Krachan, we began the drive to our next destination - the 

famous Khao Yai National Park, but not before a short, pre and post breakfast birding stint in the 

grassland and scrub adjoining our accommodation. 

Our pre-dawn walk in this area turned up the scarce 

Indian Nightjar, as well as an Indian Stone-curlew, 

while our post-breakfast session yielded at least 

four Indochinese Bush Larks, a Purple Heron, 

Zebra Dove and Red Turtle Doves, Grey-breasted 

and Plain Prinias and Oriental Magpie-Robin.  

 

Later in the morning, we returned to the Pak Thale 

area on our final quest to find the rare and 

endangered Nordmannôs Greenshank, and this time 

we came up trumps, with three birds amongst the 

hundreds of Great Knots that were present in one 

particular area. We also saw many of the same 

species that were seen on the first visit to this area, White-crested Laughingthrush 

Blythôs Shrike-Babbler 
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but we did also manage to obtain views of a Racket-tailed Treepie, as well as a flock of around fifty Pied 

Avocets ï a scarce and erratic species in Thailand. A short visit to the nearby wetlands of Ban Bang Ta 

Boon turned up a few new and noteworthy species like Western Osprey, Black and Brahminy Kites, 

Painted Stork, Asian Openbill, Yellow-bellied Prinia and 

some distant Northern Pintail, Eurasian Teal, Garganey and 

Eurasian Wigeon. After another delicious lunch in a nearby 

town, we continued the drive towards Khao Yai. A 

broadcasting of ñThe Big Yearò passed the time rather 

pleasantly and by dusk, weôd arrived at our hotel near the 

entrance to the national park.  

 

The birding at Khao Yai proved challenging at times, but we 

still managed to encounter most of the reserveôs special 

species. We birded both the higher and lower elevation forest 

during our time here. These varied elevations gave us two 

sightings of Silver Pheasant, as well as several stunning 

Orange-breasted Trogons, Mountain Imperial Pigeon, the 

localised Moustached Barbet, the impressive Great Hornbill, 

Himalayan Swiftlet, nesting Vernal Hanging Parrots, hordes 

of Asian Fairy-bluebirds around fruiting trees, the resident, 

yellow-billed race of Blue Whistling Thrush, Abbottôs 

Babbler, a female Blue Rock Thrush and Grey Wagtail; while 

mixed species flocks yielded the scarce Heart-spotted 

Woodpecker, Large Woodshrike, several sizable flocks of 

Swinhoeôs Minivet, White-bellied Erpornis, Puff-throated and Grey-eyed Bulbuls, Sulphur-breasted 

Warbler, the very attractive and charismatic White-crested Laughingthrush, Oriental White-eye, Hainan 

Blue and Verditer Flycatchers, Fire-breasted Flowerpecker, Little Spiderhunter, the vibrant Sultan Tit 

and numerous Claudiaôs Leaf Warblers. A short birding stop in an open grassy area produced Brown 

Shrike, Golden-headed Cisticola and Red-wattled Lapwing and we also managed to track down the 

vagrant female Amur Falcon that had recently pitched up and was hanging around in one specific area 

close to the park headquarters. A major surprise and trip highlight!  

 

On our final afternoon, we walked a portion of 

one of the lower elevation trails and here we 

added several of Khao Yaiôs best birds that 

included a pair of Blue Pitta, the superb 

Siamese Fireback, three Common Green 

Magpies, a very handsome adult Rufous-

bellied Hawk-Eagle and a family group of 

Dusky Broadbill. Khao Yai also turned up 

several other noteworthy raptor species, like 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle, Crested Serpent 

Eagle and Black Eagle; while our nocturnal 

forays produced a wonderful, calling Collared 

Owlet, a beautiful, perched Brown Hawk-Owl 

and two fly-over Great Eared Nightjars at 

dusk. 

The magnificent Great Hornbill  

Male Hainan Blue-flycatcher 
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Departing Khao Yai, we stopped in the early morning at a patch of woodland-edge right in the middle of 

town. The quantity and quality of birds seen here within twenty minutes was quite staggering indeed! 

We added several new species that were all scoped and showed superbly well. These included the main 

target here: the gorgeous and noisy Red-breasted Parakeet, as 

well as perched Coppersmith and Lineated Barbets, a vociferous 

male Asian Koel, a perched adult Shikra and a flock of 

Chestnut-tailed Starlings, amongst many other species already 

encountered by this stage of the trip. Thereafter, we made a 

short stop in at a nearby wetland. We initially birded the 

surrounding grassland and scrub here and found Greater Coucal, 

Oriental Skylark, Zitting Cisticola, Common Tailorbird, Plain-

backed Sparrow, Siberian Stonechat, Paddyfield, Richardôs and 

Olive-backed Pipits, Scaly-breasted Munia and an exceptional 

surprise in the form of three Rain Quails that flew up from under 

our feet and showed well as they buzzed away into the dense 

grassland.  The wetland and edge held Common and Pin-tailed 

Snipes, a Yellow Bittern and several Eastern Yellow Wagtails; 

while Red-rumped Swallows entertained us overhead.  

 

Our next stop of the morning was a temple area en route to 

Bangkok, where we quickly found and obtained excellent views 

of the extremely localised and habitat-specific Limestone 

Wren-Babbler. After a noodle lunch at the edge of the city, we 

quickly popped into another temple area close to the airport at 

the edge of the vast Rangsit Marsh and here we were delighted to find Spotted Owlet, Blue-tailed Bee-

eater, Malaysian Pied Fantail and a flock of Small Minivet before boarding our domestic flight to Chiang 

Mai, situated in north-western Thailand, and the gateway to the countryôs various forested and bird-rich 

mountains that bridge the border with Burma. This evening, some of us opted to visit the nearby Chiang 

Mai night market that hummed with tourists and tiny stalls selling various trinkets and handicraft items, 

as well as more day-to-day items like flip-flops (thongs, for the Ozzies!) and sunglasses. After a long but 

rewarding day, we returned to our rather 

luxurious hotel for a well-deserved nightôs rest 

in preparation for the next leg of the trip. 

 

After an early breakfast, we reunited with our 

wonderful drivers and struck out for some 

early morning birding at the nearby Kingôs 

Project (Huai Hong Krai), where our main 

target species was the spectacular and rare 

Green Peafowl. Shortly after arriving, we were 

in business when four of these stunning 

pheasants flew across a clearing right in front 

of us, showing their brilliant, emerald flight 

feathers before diving into the dense forest 

understorey, not to be seen again during the 

course of the morning. Ecstatic with our 

success, we continued birding the area and 

Spectacled Barwing 

Rufous-bellied Hawk-Eagle in Khao Yai NP 
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managed to find several other notable species, such as Black Baza, Asian Barred Owlet, Brown-backed 

Needletail, a rather fleeting pair of Rosy Minivet, Golden-fronted Leafbird and Tickellôs Blue Flycatcher. 

We left the forest and ponds of Huai Hong Krai in the mid-morning and began the drive south towards 

Doi Inthanon. En route we made a short coffee and tea stop that gave us a pair of Brown-throated Sunbird 

in a flowering tree, and after negotiating some 

heavy traffic, we finally arrived at the Doi Lor 

rice-fields where we spent a short while 

scanning and birding the paddyfield edges. This 

proved rather worthwhile as we encountered 

several new and noteworthy species, the most 

interesting being three Booted Eagles, Black-

winged Kite, Common Kestrel, Sooty-headed 

Bulbul, Grey-breasted Prinia, Pied Bush Chat 

and White Wagtail. Thereafter, we continued the 

drive and arrived at our comfortable and well-

appointed accommodations near the entrance to 

Doi Inthanon National Park in perfect time for a 

delicious Pad-Thai lunch, before heading into 

the reserve for the remainder of the afternoon.  

 

The park was packed with local tourists and birding along the main road proved a bit of a challenge, 

although extremely birdy! We only had a short time to bird before dusk would arrive and weôd have to 

leave the park, but we sure made the most of our time here and managed to find a wealth of exciting and 

eye-catching species. These included the striking Yellow-cheeked Tit, Flavescent, Mountain and Black 

Bulbuls, highly-active Two-barred and Davisonôs Leaf Warblers, Yunnan Fulvetta, the extremely shy 

and furtive White-necked Laughingthrush, rather skulking Hill Prinia, Dark-backed Sibia, Orange-

bellied Leafbird, a male Eyebrowed Thrush, Cookôs Swift and large numbers of Asian House Martins.  

 

Our itinerary allowed us three full days to search for and soak in the mountainôs wonderful avifauna, and 

during the course of our time here, we were able to cover most of the mountainôs unique and diverse 

habitats and elevations, thereby allowing us 

to find a huge number of Doi Inthanonôs 

most prized birds. The lower altitude, semi-

deciduous, broad-leaved, dipterocarp 

woodland yielded the handsome, range-

restricted and generally scarce Black-

headed Woodpecker, as well as the huge 

White-bellied Woodpecker, and an 

incredible group of ten Collared Falconets, 

all perched up in one tree!   

 

The beautiful, mid-altitude, broad-leaved 

evergreen forest was a major zone of focus 

for us, and our time spent in this marvellous 

habitat produced many of our best sightings 

and species of the entire trip. Most notable 

were several Golden-throated Barbets, 

The stunning Yellow-cheeked Tit 

A group of Collared Falconets (7 in this picture and 10 in the 

tree!) in the lower elevations of Doi Inthanon  


