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Tour Summary

Our Highlights trip of Thailand takes in the mussit, key
birding sites of Kaeng Krachan, Khao Yai and Doi Inthanon
National Parks, as well as the vast, coastdlands of Pak
Thale and Laem Pak Bia to the south of Bangkok. The
number of species seen during this gtfick birding tour
around Thailand is truly astoundinghere is mwhere else

in Asiawhere one caencounter as many species in such a
short periodof time. The superb birding coupled with
delicious food, good accommodatioexcellentvehicles
and drivers and extremely friendly and hospitable people
make Thailand a birdg destination like few others.

There were indeed a wealth of serious birdiiggplghts on
this tour and theseincluded the likes othe critically
endangered Spoonbi | | ed Sandpiper,
Greenshank, Asian Dowitchethe rarelyseen Chinese
Egret,the unique and bizarfRatchettailed TreepieBlack-
headed andBamboo Woodpeaks, the spectaculaSilver
Pheasant, Siamese Fireback, Orabggasted Trogon,
Green PeafowlCollared and Blackhighed Falconets, a
Female Amur Falcon in Khao Yai NP female Amur Falcon, the selderacorded Rain Qualil,
Blossomheaded Parakeet, Blagkhdred and Dusky
Broadbills, Blue Pif, the brillant Sultan Tit, rare and loca#d Whiteheaded Bulbul, Slatipellied
Tesia, Greyheaded Parrotbill, Blackacked Forktail, the scarce and @las Yellow-bellied
Flowerpeckerandthe x qui s i t es Sumbsdio mé&ntian just &@few. Thwas our advent

An excited group of birders and seasotrastdlersgathered in the foyer of our Bangkok hotel and with
the bags all loaded up into our two awaiting vavesmet our friendly driverspiled into the vehicleand
struck out at first light for the worltamous birding locality of Pak Thale to the south of Bangkok. After
a two hour driveacrossBangkok and througifPhetchaburiwe arrlved at the extensive and teeming
coastalwetlandswherewe 6 d s pend b
of the morning. Soon after arrivingve were
admiring hordes of Great Kn@ind Broaebilled
Sandpipersas well as smaller numbers of Less¥
and Greater Sand Plovers, Reecked and
Temmi nckdés Stint a alodg
with the occasional Dunlin. Suddenlythe
excitement levels rose even higher when the ¢
of Spoonbilled Sandpiper pierced the air! Therigss
amongst the numerous Radcked Stirg, was a [
single Spoonbill. Howevert did not stick around
very long as somethg, probably a raptor of sortg
startledthe entire flock of waders and we lost sig
of this megawaderas it disappeared out of sigh / A e
Fortunately we were able to find another The rare and elusive Greyheaded Parrotbill
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individual a short while lateand this particular bird stayed around forsged allowed us to admire it
at length through thecopesuntil we were completely and utterly satisfied with the views of this serious
rarity. Continuing our birding of the area, we
were delighted ¢ find two Slendebilled
Gullsi a bit of a rarity for Thailand, as well as
Little and Indian Cormorants, Baéailed and
Black-tailed Godwits, Spotted and Common
Redshanks, Lontped Stint, Redheckel
Phalarope andWhite-winged Tern. After
lunch, we journeyed out to the nearby Laem
Pak Bia and our boat trip here yielded three of
the rare and seldoiseenChinese Egretas
well as other great birds lik€ollared and
Black-capped Kingfishers and the range
restricted Malaysian Plover. Back in theela
afternoon at the Pak Thale ponege found
many of the alreadynentioned speciesalong
with a pair of Golderbellied Gerygone, Great and Pied Mynas, a lovely flock of Watiteuldered
Starlings and finallyfour of the highly soughkafter and extremelgcarce Asian DowitcheiVhat a
super b f i r slbhthedatenftesioghveé demhited thBhetchaburarea and continued the drive
southwest towards the extensive lowland and faliittude forests of Kaeng Krachan, our base for the
next three nigts.

The brilliant Mr s . Goul d
highlight

Our time in Kaeng Krachan National Park was extremely rewarding the lowlands especially
rewarded us with some of the best forest birding of the entireWt@concentrated our efforts on the
upper, niddle and lower elevations of the reserve and despite the high volumes of foot and vehigle traffic
we still managed to see an amazing suite of gorgeous-sasthAsian birds. The higher elevations
yielded the very special Ratchétiled TreepieB | y t h 6 shabl@en, Flavieseent, Ochraceous and
Buff-vented Bulbuls, Chestnianked Whiteeye, Darksided, Hill Blue and Verditer Flycatchers,
Greater Green Leafbird, Yellewented and
Plain Flowerpeckers, Bladkroated Sunbird
and the zippy Streake@piderhunterwhile a
huge mixed species floakat we encounterec
in the midmorning produced Speckled and
White-browed Piculets, Great lora, Grey
headed Canasflycatcher, the bamboe
dwelling Yellowb el | i ed War b

Golden BabblerBrown-cheeked Fulvetta aral
furtive family group ofCollared Babbler. Ong
of the trip highlights came when three Yello
throated Martens were found sprawled
along the mossy limbs of a large forest treej
the highest poinbf the reservek-antastic!

Yellow-throated Marten in Kaeng Krachan NP

In the mid elevationswe soughtout a calling
Squaretailed DrongeCuckoo and also managed to track down the rare Bamboo Woodpecker, as well as
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Puff-throated and Rufousonted Babblers, Bar
winged Hycatchershrike, a beautiful male
Scarletbacked Flowerpecker and Psiriped Tit
Babbler. The small, seasonal ponds and pans
along the entrance road gave us Whihteated
and Blackcapped Kingfishers, the shy and scarce
Black Bittern Chinese Pond Heroand Whte-
breasted Waterhewhile Crested Hoey Buzzard
and Crested Goshawkere also seen in this area.

A full morning and late afternoowerespent in
the highly productive lowlands of the reserard
here we were treated to the finest amdliest
. sessions of birding of the entire trip! Highlights

Bl yt h o sBalerr i ke were plentifu) and included specidies and eye

catching target species suchrdmck-billed Green

Pigeon, Greeibilled Malkoha, Banded Bay Cuckoo, Greyu mped Tr ees wi f ts,in Ger m
flight overhead Blue-bearded and Chestrbheaded Beeaters,small, noisy flocks ofOriental Pied
Hornbills, the immaculate Greesared,Blue-throated and Blueared Barbets, Common and Greater
Flamebacksthe soughtafter Black-thighed Falconethe tiny, fastflying Vernal Hanging Parrot, Ashy
Woodswallow, Blackwinged Cuckooshrikethe bright red andglossyblack Scarlet Minivet, Black
naped Oriole, Bronzed, Hairested and the spectacular Greater Ratakletd Drongos, the magnificent
Sultan Tit, Blackheaded Blackcrested, Strip¢hroated and Strea&ared Bulbuls,Dark-necked
Tailorbird, the dazzling Asian Faityluebird, Common Hill Myna, melodious Whitamped Shama,
Asian Brown and Taiga Flycatchers, Blwenged Leafbird, the brilliant Rubgheeked, Olivébacked
and Crimson Sunbirds, thé&iging Black-andred Broadbill andan unexpected bonus in the form of a
Yellow-eared Spiderhuntéhat showed remarkably well for an extended period while enjoying tea and
coffee in the field along with some local Thagdts In the eveningwe managed to track down, with the
razorsharpeyesighof Uthai, a calling Collared Scops Owl back at our accommodation nearby the park.

Departing the birdich wonderland of Kaeng Krachan, we begjaan drive to our next destinatierthe

famous Khao Yai National Parkut not before a short, pre and post breakfast birding stint in the
grassland and scrub adjoining our accommodati
Our predawn walk in this area turned up the sca
Indian Nightjar as well as an Indian Stowerlew, '
while our postbreakfast session yielded at lea
four Indochinese Bush Larks, a Purple Her

endangered Nor dmadnhrsﬁnse
we came up trumpswith three birds among$he

particular area. We also saw manythé same ™
species that were seen on the first visit to this,area White-crested Laughingthrush
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but we did also manage to obtain views of a Ratkittd Treepie, as well as a flock of around fifty Pied
Avocessi a scarce and erratic species in Thailand. A short visit to the nearaydgedf Ban Bang Ta
Boon turned up a few new and noteworthy species lilestéd'n Osprey, Black and Brahminy Kites,

Painted Stork,Asian Openbill, Yellow-bellied Prinia and

some distant Northern Pintail, Eurasian Teal , gaaey and
Eurasian WigeonAfter another delicious lunch in a nearby

town, we continued the drive towards Khao Yai. A
broadcasting of AThe Big VYea
pleasantly and by duskve 6d arri ved at our
entrance to the nationpark.

The birding at Khao Yai proved challenging at tintast we

still managed to encounter most of the res@rvepecial
species. We birded both thegher and lower elevation forest
during our time hereThesevaried elevations gave us two
sightings & Silver Pheasant, as well as several stunning
Orangebreasted Trogons, Mountain Imperial Pigedhne
localissd Moustached Barbet, the impressive Great Hornbill,
Himalayan Swiftlethesting Vernal Hanging Parrots, hordes
of Asian Fairybluebirds around fiting trees,the resident,
yellow-billed race of Bl u e Whistling Thr
Babbler, a female Be Rock Thrush and Grey Wagtailhile

The magnificent Great Hornbill mixed species flocks yielded the scarce Hspdtted

Swinhae 6 s

Woodpecker,Large Woodshrikeseveralsizable flocks of
Mi n i -bedied, Erpoirtisj Ruihroated and Gregyed Bulbuls, Sulphdboreasted

Warbler, the very attractive and charismatic WHaitested Laughingthrush, Oriental Whége, Hainan

Blue and Verditer Flycatchers, Fieeasted Flowerpecker, UatSpiderhunter, the vibrant Sultan Tit
andnumerous<C| audi aés Leaf Warblers. A short birding
Shrike, Golderheaded Cisticola and Redhattled Lapwing and we also managed to track down the
vagrant female Amur Faloothat had recently pitched @md was hanging around in one specific area

close to the park headquarteksmajor surprise and trip highlight!

On our final afternooywe walked a portion of
one of the lower elevation trails and here
addeds ever al of Khao
included a pair of Blue Pitta, the super
Siamese Fireback, three Common Gre
Magpies, a very handsome adult Rufo
bellied HawkEagle and a faity group of
Dusky Broadbill. Khao Yai also turned up
severalother noteworthy raptor specigfke
Changeable Hak-Eagle, Crested Serpe
Eagle andBlack Eagle;while our nocturnal
forays produced a wonderful, calli@pllared
Owlet, a beautiful, percheBrown HawkOwl

and two flyover Great Eared Nightjars at /i o

dusk.

Male Hainan Blue-flycatcher
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Departing Khao Yai, we stopped in the eargrning at a patch of woodlaretigeright in the middle of
town. The quantityand quality of birds seen here within twenty meswasquite staggering heed!

We added several new species that werscalpedand showed superbly well. These included the main
target here: the gorgeous and noisy fReshsted Parakeet, as
well as perched Coppersmith and Lineated Barbets, a voaferou
male Asian Koel, a perched adult Shikra and a flock of
Chestnuttailed Starlingsamongst many other species already
encountered by this stage of the trighereafterwe made a
short stop in at a nearby wetland. We initially birded the
surroundinggrassland and scrifere andound Greater Coucal,
Oriental SkylarkZitting Cisticola, Common Tailorbird, Plain
backed Sparrow, Siberian Stone
Olive-backed Pipits, Scalgreasted Munia andchaexceptional
surprise in the fan of threeRain Quails that flew up from under
our feet and showed well as they buzzed away into the dense
grassland. The wetland and edge held Common anthid
Snipes, a'ellow Bittern and severd&astern Yellow Wagtast

while Redrumped Swallowsrgertained us overhead.

Our next stop of the morning was a temple area en route to
Bangkok where we quickly found and obtained exceilgews
of the extremely localed and habitaspecific Limestone

Spectacled Barwing WrenBabbler. After a noodle lunch at the edge of the, oity

quickly popped into another temple area close to the airport at

the edge of the vast Rangsit Marsh and here we were delighted @piicedd Owlet, Bludailed Bee
eater, Malaysian Pied Fartand a flock ofSmall Minivet before boarding our domestic flight to Chiang
Mai, situated in northwestern Thailandand t he gateway to the crchuntry
mountainghat bridge the border with Burma@his eveningsome of us optkto visit the nearby Chiang
Mai night market that hummed with tourists and tiny stalls selling various trinkets and handicraft items,
as well as more datp-day items like flipflops (thongs for the Ozzie$ and sunglasses. After a long but
rewarding day we returned to our rathe
luxurious hotel for a welteserved niglds rest
in preparation for the next leg of the trip.

After an early breakfastve reunited with our
wonderful drivers and struck out for son
early morning birdi
Project (Huai Hong Krai) where our main
target species was the spectacular and
Green Peafowl. Shortly after arrivinge were
in business when four of these stunni
pheasants flew across a clearing right in frg
of us, showing their brilliant, emerald fligh
feathers before diving into the dense fore
understoey, not to be seen again during th
course of the morningEcstatic with our
success, & continued birding the area an
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managed to find several other notable spesiash aBBlack BazaAsian Barred OwletBrown-backed
Needletail a rather fleeting pair of RosyiNlvet, Goldenfronted Leafbird and i ¢ k Blue Fly@agcher.
We left the forest and ponds of Huai Hong Krai in the-migkning and began the drive south towards
Doi Inthanon. Emoute we mada short coffee and tea stop that gave us a pair of Btkeated Sunbird

o — ' in a flowering tregand after negotiating some
heavy traffic we finally arrived at the Doi Lor
rice-fields where we spent a short while
scanning antirding thepaddyfieldedges. This
proved rather worthwhile as we encountered
several new and noteworthy spes, the most
interesting being thre®ooted Eagls, Black-
winged Kite, Common Kestrel, Sootlhieaded
Bulbul, GreybreastedPrinia, Pied Bush Chat
and White WagtailThereafterwe continued the
drive and arrived at our comfortable and well
appointed accomodations near the entrance to
Doi Inthanon National Park in perfect time for a
delicious Padrhai lunch before heading into
the reserve for the remainder of the afternoon.

The stunning Yellow-cheeked Tit

The park was packed with local tourists and birding along the mainproadd abit of a challenge
although extremely birdy! We only had a short time to bird befosk would arrivea nd we 6 d

leavethe parkbut we sure made the most of our time here and managed to find a wealth of exciting and

eyecatching specieshese ioludedthe strikingYellow-cheeked Tit, Flavescent, Mountain and Black

Bulbuls, highly-activeTwo-b ar r ed and Davi sonds Leaf Warblers

and furtive Whitenecked Laughingthrush, rather skulking Hill Prinia, Dhdcked Sibia Orange
bellied Leafbird, a male Eyebrowed Thru€ho oskSw@ift andarge numbers of Asian House Madin

Our itinerary allowed usthrdeu | | days to search for and ,amak
during the course of our time heee wer e abl e to cover most of
habitats and elevations, thereddiowing us
to find a huge number of Doi Inthamd
most prized birds. The lower altitude, seni
deciduous, broattaved, dipterocarp
woodland yielded the handsome, range
restricted and generally scarce Blac
headed Woodpecker, as well as the hyge
White-bellied Woodpecker, and anf
incredible group of teiCollared Falconets,
all perched up in one tree!

o

The beautiful, mid-altitude broadleaved
evergreen foreswas a majozone of focus
for us and our time spent in thiearvedlous
habitat produced many of our begghtings
and species of thentire trip Most notable
were several Goldeithroated Barbets,

A group of Collared Falconets(7 in this picture and 10 in the
tree!) in the lower elevations of Doi Inthanon
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