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Some of the top birdseen on the trip angbtedfor by thetour participantss their
favourites

Hooded Treepie

Rackettailed Treepie
Jerdonbés Minivet
White-browed Nuthatch

Mount Victoria Babax

Paleheaded Woodpecker
White-rumped Falcon

Chin Hills WrerBabbler
Black-tailed Crake
Jerdonébés Bush Chat
Himalayan Cua

Burmese Yuhina

Blossomheaded Parakeet
Himalayan Flameback

Siberian Rubythroat

Scarletfaced Liocichla
Orangeheaded Thrush
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Honourablamentions:

Collared Myna

Spotbreasted Scimitar Babbler
Burmese Bushtit

Burmese Bush Lark
White-throated Babbler
Black-headed Greenfinch
Brown-capped Laughingthrush
Assam Laughingthrush
Striped Laughingthrush

Vivid Niltava

Greysided Thrush
Silver-breasted Broadbill
Pall asds Grasshopper Warbl er
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Tour summary

Nestled to the easif India and Bangladeskputh of Chinaand west of Thailand, lies the enchanting
country of Myanmar (Burma). Still largely unexplored by birders this fascinating arddirdiestination
iIsSouthe ast Asi adbs | argest count rylisaNod stable andtounist a st s
friendly, Myanmar makes for a superb birding destination with its large variety ofaesdgsible habitats

and good number of endemic and reademic species, all of which are realistically gettable during a short

trip around the accessible centratiaastern sectors of the country.

Bagan temple scenery by Glen Valentine

Our trip was no doubt a resounding succes® againas wemanaged to obtaiexcellent views of all the
countryés endemics ( Ho o BusmkeseBusk eafWhdethrodtedrBdbblerd s M
White-browed Nuthatch and Burmese Bushtit) as well as everyamesmic species (Spbteasted
Scimitar Babbler, Chin Hills WreBabbler, Mount Victoria Babax, Striped carBrowncapped
Laughingthrushes ardollared Myna) along wit a host of other fantastic species that can be difficult to

find elsewheren Asia We were treated to plenty of n@mdemic highlights during the tour and these
included the unobtrusive Hill Partridgdhe rangeestricted Whiteeyed Buzzard, Blackailed Crake,

Brown Wood Owl, the colourful Redeaded Trogon, the miniscule and scarce Wiritsved Piculet,
Himalayan Flameback, the rare and elusive{habded Woodpecker, Whitamped and Laggar Falcons,
Greyheaded and Blosscheaded Parakeets, the seiwsatl Silverbreasted Broadbill, Rackédiled

Treepie, Blackoibbed Tit, Chestnth e aded Tesi a, the skul king Pall a
capped Fulvetta that both showed particularly widisam Laughingthrush, the unique and superbly
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patternedHimalayan Cutia, the brilliant Scar&iced Liocichla, Streathroated Barwing, Gregided
Thrush, the scarce and stunning Vivid NiltawamadicSpot

‘| winged Grosbeak andrangerestricted Black-headed

| Greenfinch, as well as a huge selection of dazzlimdpisds,

| vibrant flowerpeckers, gaudy barbets, impressive woodpeckers,
warblers, cuckooshrikessensational minivets, drongos,
starlings, babblers and bulbuls.

Our adventure began in tlaacient and picturesque city of

Bagan. Strolling across the endledields and stubble

surrounded by hundredslustoric pagodas ofarying sizeand

grandeurs a great way to spend a day birdifi¢pe scenery

here is spectacular ande soon began racking up the

specialties of the are&oon after beginning our quest for

Bagands four key endemic spec

flocks of Whitethroated Babblers and Burmese Bush Larks

along with large flocks of Platbacked Sparrowyinous

M breasted Starling and Scdlyeasted Munia.We also

encountered good numbers thfe enémic subspecies of

La Eurasian Collared Dovehe darker, eastern subspecies of
Burmese Shrike by Markus Lilje Indian Roller, brilliant Green Beeater, the quirky and crowd

pleasing Eurasian Hoopdbgboldly-patternedCommon lora,

the handsome Burmese Shrike, Streaked Bulbul, DuskylT i ¢ k e | | 6 s -stteakadand Y¥llew | o w

browed Warblers, Plain and Grbyeasted Prinia, Common TailorbiRhddyfield and Olivbdacked Pipits,

Pied Bush ChaBaya Weaveand the dazzling Purple Sunbifdther notewrthy species that popped up

during our forays were Eurasian WrynedKaintive Cuckoo, a Spotted Owlet perched near the tap of

large templea few uncooperative Brown Prinia, several unusually showy Tiltdd Warblers, Yellow

eyed Babbler, Taiga Flycatcher asyectacular maland femée Slbenan Rubythroaas well as one of

Bagands prized endemj - - gt a2 s i |y

mi ssed Jerdono6s MinilQH :

lucky with this speciesn this trip as we werg

spoilt by three separate encounters of s

groups of thesedapper and ather aberran

minivets during our time in the Bagan area.

In the Phwasaw area we found a few patche S
unharvested crops aadshorexploration of this
habitatturned up a staggering number of R3
Quail.Each step we took brought severahafse
rardy seen quailbuzzingup into the airlike [
locusts and we must have sext least thirty bird S
in two minutes Incredible! There were alsGE=S
reasonable numbers of Barred Buttonqudm
around his year with twelve birds seen Jerdonds Minivet by G
including a pair that crossed adk in front of u®n our final morning in the area. A nearby, small wetland
harboured a reasonable number of waders thatdad Spotted Redshank, Greenpdl and Common
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Sandpipers, Temmi nck&s SasWhité ancGitrthe \WagtailBrested Foney p e ,
Buzzardsand Reerumped Swallowsilled the skieson occasiorand the odd Eurasian Sparrowhawk,
Black-winged Kite Common KestrelBooted Eaglend Himalayan Buzzard were also seen.

After a full day of searching we were still hunting
for the rare and unobtrusive Hooded Treepie,
always a challenging bird to find and probably
Myanmar 6s most stri foing b
find. However, our continued efforts in the best
areas paid off when Bob spotted one flapping
across a gap in the tiedVithunabate@xcitement
we ran over to where the bird landed and after
several minutes and intense scouring and searching
we managed to locate this megademic. A
second birdhenappeared and we watched in awe
and relief (at least for Thiandme) as they flew
from tree to tree in buoyant and floppy treepie
flight. They eventually perched up for long enough
White-tailed Stonechat byGlen Valentine to admire in the scopes. What a fantastic bird and
what superb views! Everyone loves treepies and
Hooded Treepie is a cracker and has to rartkeig with the likes of Collared and Ratcleited Treepis
as far as rarity and beauty a@ncerned!

On our final afternoon we embarked on a boat trip down the Irrawaddy River in search of some localized
and soughtfter riverinespecies. Top dhewish-list were Whitetailed Stonechat, Striated Babbler, Sand
Lark and Pied Harrier and we were delighted to obtain fabulous views of all four spieiesso
encountered pairs and small rafts of Ruddy Shelduck, Indiant8feat Duck and Little and Greéa
Cormorants, while River Lapwing, Pacific Golden, Kentish and Littleg&ih Plovers, Common
Greenshank an@ommon andPied Kingfishers
were watched atWetwere
fortunate to see a single Small Pratincole in flig
in the late afternoon anvdere very surprised thg
this was to be our only encounter with thif =
species during our afternoon on the river. ’

After some delicious meals and excellent birdi
around Bagan we struck out figit Victoria, one
of the main focal points of this Burmeseding

adventure and our base would be a delightful
newly built hoteltthe base of the mountain. O
drive took us through villages and agricultut
land, scattered trees and some very arid pl3
and hills before crossing the Irrawaddy River at
Chauk We continued through some good

HoodedTreepie and e r dMinivét Babitat before reaching the dry, brdadved, dipterocarp covered

hills just east of Kazunma. We arrived at our breakfast site just after dawn and after a field breakfast began
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our searh for the tricky Whiterumped Falcon and the other specialties of the area. Unfortunately a rather
strong wind had picked up, which slowed the laictivity down considerably and made for a very quiet
morning in the field. We did still manage to find a fgaod birds such as Yellefooted Green Pigeon,
Crested Treeswift, Grelyeaded, Redreasted

and Alexandrine Parakeets, Large Cuckooshrike,
Black-hooded Oriole, Plain and Scarledcked
Flowerpeckers, Rufous Treepie and Golden
fronted Leafbird.

Regularbirding stops during the drive yielded
some notable and eymtching species with
. | several mixed flocks being found that gave us
Greycapped Pygmy Woodpecker, Large
Woodshrike, Blackwinged Cuckooshrike, Rosy
Minivet, Bronzed, Lesser Rackgtiled and
Greaer Racketailed Drongos, Blackaped
Monarch, Cinereous Tit, Blaesrested Bulbul,
Greenish Warbler and Velwétonted Nuthatch,
while Bluethroated Barbet, Rufescent Prinia,
Common Hill Myna and Blue Rock Thrush also poppeaiune edge of the roahdwere admired.

-

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher by Markus Lilje

We arrived at our accommodation in the late afternoon and were greeted by Flavescent Bulbuls, a few
fleeting Large HawkCuckoos and vocalizing Spbteasted Scimitar Babbler and Chin Hills Wren
Babbler, whichgaveus much excitemenfior thedaysto come.

Our four full days on MtVictoria gave usas
usua) some of the best birds of the trip. We bird
most of the southern and northern slopes of
mountain through high altitude, medsaped
broadleaved forest and pine and mixq§
Oak/Rhoddendron forest to lower altitude, denjils
broadleaved forest and secondary forest, scf
and thicketdetween the elevations of 10000ft
5000ft Our list of mouthwatering species tha ,
wedd encountered by t 4 tru
impressive and incthed t he mo L ’
endemic species: the once naarthical White
browed Nuthatch and recentdplit Burmeseft
Bushtit and five neaendemics: Spebreasted| J

Scimitar Babbler, Striped and Brovoapped _ _
Laughingthrushes, Chin Hills WreBabbler and White-browed Nuthatch by Glen Valentine
Mount Victoria Babax.

Our first morning saw us heading straight up the mountain to the upper reaches. However, a pair of Grey
winged BlackbirdsseveralBlue Whistling Thrush, Himalayan Bluetail, Large Niltava and Ggieled
Thrush that were seen feeding in thedat dawn and a pair of Broveapped Laughingthrushes cavorting
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in a flowering Rhododendron next to the road a little higher up delaysnesvhat. We hopped out of the
vehicles where the laughingthrushes were seen and noticed that a pair oftfiellded Marten were
clambering around the canopy of a nearby tree, a great surprise indeed and our only encounter with these
handsome mammals during the trip. The
activity in this area was soon to increase
rapidly and before we knew it we did not know
where to look! The Browncapped
Laughingthrushes finally showed well for
everyone and a flock of noisy Assam
Laughingthrushes also appeared along with a
group of Mount Victoria Babax in the dwarf
bamboo understory, a flock of Logiled and
Shortbilled Minivet aso appeared with
Chestnuivented Nuthatchwhile Fire-tailed
Sunbirds flitted about in the flowering
shrubberyWhat a sperb start to our birding
on Mt Victoria!

Grey-sided Thrush by Glen Valentine After a mindnumbingly birdrich and lifer
filled early morning we finally made it to the
top of the mountainfrom where webeganambling downhill along the road for the remainder of the
morning. The activity quietened down somewhat by-matrning but we still picked up several gems like
White-browedNuthatch Burmese Bushtit, the very scammed severely localized Bladkbbed Tit, the
gorgeous Rufoubellied Woodpeckem surprise male Whiteollared BlackbirdBar-tailed Treecreeper,
the attractive Bathroated and Rethiled Minla, Green ShrikeBabbler, Yellowbrowed Tit, Streak
breasted Smitar Babbler, Rufousvinged and Whitdorowed Fulvetta, the ofteelusive Streakthroated
Barwing, Stripethroated Yuhina,Rufousgorgeted Flycatcher, the exquisite Gréaihed Sunbird,
Chestnutbellied Rock Thrush and the abundant Grey Sibianate forest andBlue-fronted Redstart,
Common Rosefinch, Yellowreasted
Greenfinch and Little Bunting in thg
brackenfilled, grassy clearings.

The late afternoomvas spentaround the
base of the southern side of the mountai
the productive butmostly secadary forest| -
just above our accommodation. Here |
found target species such as Great ¢ ™
Goldenthroated Barbets, Strigereasted| .
and Crimsorbreasted \Woodpecker (s
Bl yt h 6 8ablddr, Giedbacked Tit,
Crested Finchbill, Striated, Mountain ara.
Black Bulbuls, Buff-throated and Grey Wedgetailed Green Pigeon by Markus Lilje

hooded Warblers, the scarce Bldabkoated

Prinia, Striped Laughingthrush, Bhweénged Minla, Rustyfronted Barwing, Whiskered Yuhina, Chestnut
flanked Whiteeye,Slaty-backed Flycatchegnd after some hard work and coaxiagpair of vociferous
Spotbreasted Scimitar Babbldrat eventually showed reasonably well for this devilisbliying species.
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Over the course of the next three days we spent considerable time in the beautifdiapeddorest that
hugs much of theorthern slope of the mountain. Our efforts here yielded a host of superb new species
such as the rarely seen Hill Partridge, the magnificent Mountain HEagle, impressive Black Eagle,
Crested Goshawk, Ashy Wood Pigeon, the partially
diurnal Collared Ovet, the tiny and secretive Scaly
breasted WreiBabbler and Chestrineaded Tesia,
Ashyt hr oat ed, Whi stl er ds
Warblers, Golden Babblea, fleeting Spebreasted
Parrotbill (well not for Alan who seemed to have a
special kind of talent to he them in) and Spotted
Forktail,as well as a good number of the specialties
already mentionefbr the first day on the mountain

Another morning and afternoon was enjoyed
exploring the base of the mountain which produced
more delightful species such\We&dgetailed Green
Pigeon, Large HawkCuckoo,Himalayan Swiftlet,
Asian House Martinseveral Grey Wagtails, the
immaculate Vivid NiltavaGrey-chinned Minivet, Eurasian Jay, Grey Treepies intricatelypatterned
Chin Hills WrenBabbler, Grey-crowned Wabler, Hu me igs

Treecreeper, Asian Brown and Little Pied Flycatchéns,
incredibly shy Redaced Liocichla, the gaudy Silveared
Mesiaand several groups of the usually shy and skulking R
capped Fulvetta that showed particularly well on a f
occasims.

Chin Hills Wren -Babbler by Glen Valentine

We searched particularly hard fortaed t h e maceand|
localized species, namely Blableaded Shrik@&abbler and
Broadbilled Warbler but despite our best efforts we did
even hear thenmever minday eyes on these two rarities but
did encounter many wonderful species during our search
included many of the alreadgentioned species as wellBay
Woodpecker, Blacifaced Warblert he bri | 1 i a
Sunbird, Firebreasted Flowerpecker and Brown Bullfinch.

At night we were etertained by the resident Brown Wood O
and a lucky few were treated to views of an Indochinese Fl
Squirrel. Unfortunately, t
heard tantalizingly close dwo nightsbut would not show itself
despite our best efforts

Alas it was time to bid farewell to M¥ictoria and begin ou
drive back to Bagan to continue our Burmese adventure out eadtrown-cheeked Fulvetta by Markus

Our drive back to Bagan was punctuatsdregular birding Lilie

stops with our initial unplanned stop producing a flock of flashy-Bked Blue Magpie as well as an
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Asian Barred Owlet. Our first scheduled stop a little further on gave us some more exciting species like a
perched Blossorheaded Parakeet in the scope, several vocal Lineated Badaeiag Crested Serpent
Eagle and Chageable HawkEagle Green Imperial Pigeon and Hairested DrongdAnother superb flock
later on gave us knoebut views of Whitebrowed Piculet, a rather furtive Himalayan Flamebaekeral
Brown-cheeked Fulvetta, pair of Pinstriped
Tit-Babbler and a female Ti c k eBlué 6 s
Flycatcher.Further on we managed to call in a
pair of Puffthroated Babbler that put on an
amazing show, as well ahandsome male Blue
winged Leafbird, several Yellowented
Flowerpeckers, aBlack-naped Oriole anda
superbmale Vediter Flycatcher.

After anotherenjoyable picnidunch in the field
we continued to the forested hills around
Kazunma for a final attempt at locating the
elusive Whiterumped Falcon. The initial part of
the afternoon was hot and quiet with the odd

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker by Markus Lilje Comma Woodshrike and flock @mall Minivet

making an appearance. Finally in the eleventh

hour Peary spotted an interestiogking bird that flew off from a bare branch near the road addepon
further inspectionit turned out to be ouuarry, a male Wite-rumped Falcon! Happy days! We admired
this beauty in the scope for several minutes when suddenly a large, dark brown pigeon came out of nowhere
and flew across the road in front of us. It had a brilliant white cap! It was theavely seen Paleapped
Pigeon!What excitement but frustration at the same time as no one likes to get fleeting views of really rare
and sughtafter birds! We hoped weauld bumpinto another one later in the trip but to no avail and this
would be our only sighting of thapr We continued searching for Burmese Nuthatch but to no avail and
continued the drive to Bagan, rollimgo our hotel
well after dark after a long drive but satisfying
and productive dayodés |birding.

After another substantial breakfast at the Umpra
we departed for a nearby temple where were
previously rewarded with @standing views of g
Laggar Falcon. We were not to be let down forjas
soon as we arrivedthe resident Laggar was
putting on a great show. We admired it at length
and even in flight diraty over us before
embarking on a short but fruitless search for
White-eyed Buzzard before our flight to Hehp.
Our flight was a short one and direct to Helo,
which was great and meant that we arrived in the
small, highland village with enough time for a/fe
stops along the drive to Kalaw. Our first stop was most productive as it produced several of the extremely
localized and scarce Collared Mynas amongst the more widespread and numerous Great, Jungle and Pie
Mynas and Chestritailed and Vinoudreasted tarlings,A | i tt 1l e further on we
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Collared Myna by Glen Valentine



