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Some of the top birds seen on the trip and voted for by the tour participants as their 

favourites: 

 

¶ Hooded Treepie 

¶ Racket-tailed Treepie 

¶ Jerdonôs Minivet 

¶ White-browed Nuthatch 

¶ Mount Victoria Babax 

¶ Pale-headed Woodpecker 

¶ White-rumped Falcon 

¶ Chin Hills Wren-Babbler 

¶ Black-tailed Crake 

¶ Jerdonôs Bush Chat 

¶ Himalayan Cutia 

¶ Burmese Yuhina 

¶ Blossom-headed Parakeet 

¶ Himalayan Flameback 

¶ Siberian Rubythroat  

¶ Scarlet-faced Liocichla 

¶ Orange-headed Thrush 

 

Honourable mentions: 

 

¶ Collared Myna 

¶ Spot-breasted Scimitar Babbler 

¶ Burmese Bushtit 

¶ Burmese Bush Lark 

¶ White-throated Babbler 

¶ Black-headed Greenfinch  

¶ Brown-capped Laughingthrush 

¶ Assam Laughingthrush 

¶ Striped Laughingthrush 

¶ Vivid Niltava 

¶ Grey-sided Thrush 

¶ Silver-breasted Broadbill 

¶ Pallasôs Grasshopper Warbler 
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Tour summary 

 
Nestled to the east of India and Bangladesh, south of China and west of Thailand, lies the enchanting 

country of Myanmar (Burma). Still largely unexplored by birders this fascinating and bird-rich destination 

is South-east Asiaôs largest country and also boasts the regionôs largest bird list. Now stable and tourist-

friendly, Myanmar makes for a superb birding destination with its large variety of easily-accessible habitats 

and good number of endemic and near-endemic species, all of which are realistically gettable during a short 

trip around the accessible central and eastern sectors of the country. 

 

 
 

Bagan temple scenery by Glen Valentine 

 

Our trip was no doubt a resounding success once again, as we managed to obtain excellent views of all the 

countryôs endemics (Hooded Treepie, Jerdonôs Minivet, Burmese Bush Lark, White-throated Babbler, 

White-browed Nuthatch and Burmese Bushtit) as well as every near-endemic species (Spot-breasted 

Scimitar Babbler, Chin Hills Wren-Babbler, Mount Victoria Babax, Striped and Brown-capped 

Laughingthrushes and Collared Myna) along with a host of other fantastic species that can be difficult to 

find elsewhere in Asia. We were treated to plenty of non-endemic highlights during the tour and these 

included the unobtrusive Hill Partridge, the range-restricted White-eyed Buzzard, Black-tailed Crake, 

Brown Wood Owl, the colourful Red-headed Trogon, the miniscule and scarce White-browed Piculet, 

Himalayan Flameback, the rare and elusive Pale-headed Woodpecker, White-rumped and Laggar Falcons, 

Grey-headed and Blossom-headed Parakeets, the sensational Silver-breasted Broadbill, Racket-tailed 

Treepie, Black-bibbed Tit, Chestnut-headed Tesia, the skulking Pallasôs Grasshopper Warbler and Rusty-

capped Fulvetta that both showed particularly well, Assam Laughingthrush, the unique and superbly-
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patterned Himalayan Cutia, the brilliant Scarlet-faced Liocichla, Streak-throated Barwing, Grey-sided 

Thrush, the scarce and stunning Vivid Niltava, nomadic Spot-

winged Grosbeak and range-restricted Black-headed 

Greenfinch, as well as a huge selection of dazzling sunbirds, 

vibrant flowerpeckers, gaudy barbets, impressive woodpeckers, 

warblers, cuckooshrikes, sensational minivets, drongos, 

starlings, babblers and bulbuls. 

 

Our adventure began in the ancient and picturesque city of 

Bagan. Strolling across the endless fields and stubble 

surrounded by hundreds of historic pagodas of varying size and 

grandeur is a great way to spend a day birding. The scenery 

here is spectacular and we soon began racking up the 

specialties of the area. Soon after beginning our quest for 

Baganôs four key endemic species we were admiring busy 

flocks of White-throated Babblers and Burmese Bush Larks 

along with large flocks of Plain-backed Sparrow, Vinous-

breasted Starling and Scaly-breasted Munia. We also 

encountered good numbers of the endemic subspecies of 

Eurasian Collared Dove, the darker, eastern subspecies of 

Indian Roller, brilliant Green Bee-eater, the quirky and crowd-

pleasing Eurasian Hoopoe, the boldly-patterned Common Iora, 

the handsome Burmese Shrike, Streak-eared Bulbul, Dusky, Tickellôs Leaf, Yellow-streaked and Yellow-

browed Warblers, Plain and Grey-breasted Prinia, Common Tailorbird, Paddyfield and Olive-backed Pipits, 

Pied Bush Chat, Baya Weaver and the dazzling Purple Sunbird. Other noteworthy species that popped up 

during our forays were Eurasian Wryneck, Plaintive Cuckoo, a Spotted Owlet perched near the top of a 

large temple, a few uncooperative Brown Prinia, several unusually showy Thick-billed Warblers, Yellow-

eyed Babbler, Taiga Flycatcher and spectacular male and female Siberian Rubythroat, as well as one of 

Baganôs prized endemics: the scarce and easily-

missed Jerdonôs Minivet. We were particularly 

lucky with this species on this trip as we were 

spoilt by three separate encounters of small 

groups of these dapper and rather aberrant 

minivets during our time in the Bagan area. 

 

In the Phwasaw area we found a few patches of 

unharvested crops and a short exploration of this 

habitat turned up a staggering number of Rain 

Quail. Each step we took brought several of these 

rarely seen quail buzzing up into the air like 

locusts and we must have seen at least thirty birds 

in two minutes! Incredible! There were also 

reasonable numbers of Barred Buttonquail 

around this year, with twelve birds seen, 

including a pair that crossed a track in front of us on our final morning in the area. A nearby, small wetland 

harboured a reasonable number of waders that included Spotted Redshank, Green, Wood and Common 

Burmese Shrike by Markus Lilje 

Jerdonôs Minivet by Glen Valentine 
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Sandpipers, Temminckôs Stint and Common Snipe, as well as White and Citrine Wagtails. Crested Honey 

Buzzards and Red-rumped Swallows filled the skies on occasion and the odd Eurasian Sparrowhawk, 

Black-winged Kite, Common Kestrel, Booted Eagle and Himalayan Buzzard were also seen.  

 

After a full day of searching we were still hunting 

for the rare and unobtrusive Hooded Treepie, 

always a challenging bird to find and probably 

Myanmarôs most striking but difficult endemic to 

find. However, our continued efforts in the best 

areas paid off when Bob spotted one flapping 

across a gap in the trees. With unabated excitement 

we ran over to where the bird landed and after 

several minutes and intense scouring and searching 

we managed to locate this mega-endemic. A 

second bird then appeared and we watched in awe 

and relief (at least for Thiri and me) as they flew 

from tree to tree in buoyant and floppy treepie 

flight. They eventually perched up for long enough 

to admire in the scopes. What a fantastic bird and 

what superb views! Everyone loves treepies and 

Hooded Treepie is a cracker and has to rank up there with the likes of Collared and Ratchet-tailed Treepies 

as far as rarity and beauty are concerned!  

 

On our final afternoon we embarked on a boat trip down the Irrawaddy River in search of some localized 

and sought-after riverine species. Top of the wish-list were White-tailed Stonechat, Striated Babbler, Sand 

Lark and Pied Harrier and we were delighted to obtain fabulous views of all four species. We also 

encountered pairs and small rafts of Ruddy Shelduck, Indian Spot-billed Duck and Little and Great 

Cormorants, while River Lapwing, Pacific Golden, Kentish and Little Ringed Plovers, Common 

Greenshank and Common and Pied Kingfishers 

were watched at the riverôs edge. We were 

fortunate to see a single Small Pratincole in flight 

in the late afternoon and were very surprised that 

this was to be our only encounter with this 

species during our afternoon on the river.  

 

After some delicious meals and excellent birding 

around Bagan we struck out for Mt Victoria, one 

of the main focal points of this Burmese birding 

adventure and our base would be a delightful and 

newly built hotel at the base of the mountain. Our 

drive took us through villages and agricultural 

land, scattered trees and some very arid plains 

and hills before crossing the Irrawaddy River at 

Chauk. We continued through some good 

Hooded Treepie and Jerdonôs Minivet habitat before reaching the dry, broad-leaved, dipterocarp covered 

hills just east of Kazunma. We arrived at our breakfast site just after dawn and after a field breakfast began 

Burmese Bushtit by Glen Valentine 

White-tailed Stonechat by Glen Valentine 
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our search for the tricky White-rumped Falcon and the other specialties of the area. Unfortunately a rather 

strong wind had picked up, which slowed the bird activity down considerably and made for a very quiet 

morning in the field. We did still manage to find a few good birds such as Yellow-footed Green Pigeon, 

Crested Treeswift, Grey-headed, Red-breasted 

and Alexandrine Parakeets, Large Cuckooshrike, 

Black-hooded Oriole, Plain and Scarlet-backed 

Flowerpeckers, Rufous Treepie and Golden-

fronted Leafbird.  

 

Regular birding stops during the drive yielded 

some notable and eye-catching species with 

several mixed flocks being found that gave us 

Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker, Large 

Woodshrike, Black-winged Cuckooshrike, Rosy 

Minivet, Bronzed, Lesser Racket-tailed and 

Greater Racket-tailed Drongos, Black-naped 

Monarch, Cinereous Tit, Black-crested Bulbul, 

Greenish Warbler and Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, 

while Blue-throated Barbet, Rufescent Prinia, 

Common Hill Myna and Blue Rock Thrush also popped up at the edge of the road and were admired. 

 

We arrived at our accommodation in the late afternoon and were greeted by Flavescent Bulbuls, a few 

fleeting Large Hawk-Cuckoos and vocalizing Spot-breasted Scimitar Babbler and Chin Hills Wren-

Babbler, which gave us much excitement for the days to come. 

 

Our four full days on Mt Victoria gave us, as 

usual, some of the best birds of the trip. We birded 

most of the southern and northern slopes of the 

mountain through high altitude, moss-draped 

broad-leaved forest and pine and mixed 

Oak/Rhododendron forest to lower altitude, dense 

broad-leaved forest and secondary forest, scrub 

and thickets between the elevations of 10000ft to 

5000ft. Our list of mouth-watering species that 

weôd encountered by the end of our stay was truly 

impressive and included the mountainôs two 

endemic species: the once near-mythical White-

browed Nuthatch and recently-split Burmese 

Bushtit and five near-endemics: Spot-breasted 

Scimitar Babbler, Striped and Brown-capped 

Laughingthrushes, Chin Hills Wren-Babbler and 

Mount Victoria Babax. 

 

Our first morning saw us heading straight up the mountain to the upper reaches. However, a pair of Grey-

winged Blackbirds, several Blue Whistling Thrush, Himalayan Bluetail, Large Niltava and Grey-sided 

Thrush that were seen feeding in the road at dawn and a pair of Brown-capped Laughingthrushes cavorting 

White-browed Nuthatch by Glen Valentine 

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher by Markus Lilje 



Trip Report - Myanmar (Burma) Pvt Tour Jan.Feb 2016 

 

 

 

7 

in a flowering Rhododendron next to the road a little higher up delayed us somewhat. We hopped out of the 

vehicles where the laughingthrushes were seen and noticed that a pair of Yellow-throated Marten were 

clambering around the canopy of a nearby tree, a great surprise indeed and our only encounter with these 

handsome mammals during the trip. The 

activity in this area was soon to increase 

rapidly and before we knew it we did not know 

where to look! The Brown-capped 

Laughingthrushes finally showed well for 

everyone and a flock of noisy Assam 

Laughingthrushes also appeared along with a 

group of Mount Victoria Babax in the dwarf 

bamboo understory, a flock of Long-tailed and 

Short-billed Minivet also appeared with 

Chestnut-vented Nuthatch, while Fire-tailed 

Sunbirds flitted about in the flowering 

shrubbery. What a superb start to our birding 

on Mt Victoria! 

 

After a mind-numbingly bird-rich and lifer-

filled early morning we finally made it to the 

top of the mountain from where we began ambling downhill along the road for the remainder of the 

morning. The activity quietened down somewhat by mid-morning but we still picked up several gems like 

White-browed Nuthatch, Burmese Bushtit, the very scarce and severely localized Black-bibbed Tit, the 

gorgeous Rufous-bellied Woodpecker, a surprise male White-collared Blackbird, Bar-tailed Treecreeper, 

the attractive Bar-throated and Red-tailed Minla, Green Shrike-Babbler, Yellow-browed Tit, Streak-

breasted Scimitar Babbler, Rufous-winged and White-browed Fulvetta, the often-elusive Streak-throated 

Barwing, Stripe-throated Yuhina, Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher, the exquisite Green-tailed Sunbird, 

Chestnut-bellied Rock Thrush and the abundant Grey Sibia all in the forest and Blue-fronted Redstart, 

Common Rosefinch, Yellow-breasted 

Greenfinch and Little Bunting in the 

bracken-filled, grassy clearings.  

 

The late afternoon was spent around the 

base of the southern side of the mountain in 

the productive but mostly secondary forest 

just above our accommodation. Here we 

found target species such as Great and 

Golden-throated Barbets, Stripe-breasted 

and Crimson-breasted Woodpeckers, 

Blythôs Shrike-Babbler, Green-backed Tit, 

Crested Finchbill, Striated, Mountain and 

Black Bulbuls, Buff-throated and Grey-

hooded Warblers, the scarce Black-throated 

Prinia, Striped Laughingthrush, Blue-winged Minla, Rusty-fronted Barwing, Whiskered Yuhina, Chestnut-

flanked White-eye, Slaty-backed Flycatcher, and after some hard work and coaxing, a pair of vociferous 

Spot-breasted Scimitar Babbler that eventually showed reasonably well for this devilishly retiring species. 

Grey-sided Thrush by Glen Valentine 

Wedge-tailed Green Pigeon by Markus Lilje 
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Over the course of the next three days we spent considerable time in the beautiful, moss-draped forest that 

hugs much of the northern slope of the mountain. Our efforts here yielded a host of superb new species 

such as the rarely seen Hill Partridge, the magnificent Mountain Hawk-Eagle, impressive Black Eagle, 

Crested Goshawk, Ashy Wood Pigeon, the partially 

diurnal Collared Owlet, the tiny and secretive Scaly-

breasted Wren-Babbler and Chestnut-headed Tesia, 

Ashy-throated, Whistlerôs and Blythôs Leaf 

Warblers, Golden Babbler, a fleeting Spot-breasted 

Parrotbill (well not for Alan who seemed to have a 

special kind of talent to lure them in) and Spotted 

Forktail, as well as a good number of the specialties 

already mentioned for the first day on the mountain. 

 

Another morning and afternoon was enjoyed 

exploring the base of the mountain which produced 

more delightful species such as Wedge-tailed Green 

Pigeon, Large Hawk-Cuckoo, Himalayan Swiftlet, 

Asian House Martin, several Grey Wagtails, the 

immaculate Vivid Niltava, Grey-chinned Minivet, Eurasian Jay, Grey Treepie, the intricately-patterned 

Chin Hills Wren-Babbler, Grey-crowned Warbler, Humeôs 

Treecreeper, Asian Brown and Little Pied Flycatchers, the 

incredibly shy Red-faced Liocichla, the gaudy Silver-eared 

Mesia and several groups of the usually shy and skulking Rusty-

capped Fulvetta that showed particularly well on a few 

occasions. 

 

We searched particularly hard for two of the mountainôs rare and 

localized species, namely Black-headed Shrike-Babbler and 

Broad-billed Warbler but despite our best efforts we did not 

even hear them, never mind lay eyes on these two rarities but we 

did encounter many wonderful species during our search that 

included many of the already-mentioned species as well as Bay 

Woodpecker, Black-faced Warbler, the brilliant Mrs. Gouldôs 

Sunbird, Fire-breasted Flowerpecker and Brown Bullfinch. 

 

At night we were entertained by the resident Brown Wood Owl 

and a lucky few were treated to views of an Indochinese Flying 

Squirrel. Unfortunately, the elusive Hodgsonôs Frogmouth was 

heard tantalizingly close on two nights but would not show itself 

despite our best efforts. 

 

Alas it was time to bid farewell to Mt Victoria and begin our 

drive back to Bagan to continue our Burmese adventure out east. 

Our drive back to Bagan was punctuated by regular birding 

stops with our initial unplanned stop producing a flock of flashy Red-billed Blue Magpie as well as an 

Chin Hills Wren -Babbler by Glen Valentine 

Brown-cheeked Fulvetta by Markus 

Lilje  
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Asian Barred Owlet. Our first scheduled stop a little further on gave us some more exciting species like a 

perched Blossom-headed Parakeet in the scope, several vocal Lineated Barbets, soaring Crested Serpent 

Eagle and Changeable Hawk-Eagle, Green Imperial Pigeon and Hair-crested Drongo. Another superb flock 

later on gave us knock-out views of White-browed Piculet, a rather furtive Himalayan Flameback, several 

Brown-cheeked Fulvetta, a pair of Pin-striped 

Tit-Babbler and a female Tickellôs Blue 

Flycatcher. Further on we managed to call in a 

pair of Puff-throated Babbler that put on an 

amazing show, as well as a handsome male Blue-

winged Leafbird, several Yellow-vented 

Flowerpeckers, a Black-naped Oriole and a 

superb male Verditer Flycatcher. 

 

After another enjoyable picnic lunch in the field 

we continued to the forested hills around 

Kazunma for a final attempt at locating the 

elusive White-rumped Falcon. The initial part of 

the afternoon was hot and quiet with the odd 

Common Woodshrike and flock of Small Minivet 

making an appearance. Finally in the eleventh 

hour Peary spotted an interesting-looking bird that flew off from a bare branch near the road edge and, upon 

further inspection, it turned out to be our quarry, a male White-rumped Falcon! Happy days! We admired 

this beauty in the scope for several minutes when suddenly a large, dark brown pigeon came out of nowhere 

and flew across the road in front of us. It had a brilliant white cap! It was the very rarely seen Pale-capped 

Pigeon! What excitement but frustration at the same time as no one likes to get fleeting views of really rare 

and sought-after birds! We hoped we would bump into another one later in the trip but to no avail and this 

would be our only sighting of the trip. We continued searching for Burmese Nuthatch but to no avail and 

continued the drive to Bagan, rolling into our hotel 

well after dark, after a long drive but satisfying 

and productive dayôs birding. 

 

After another substantial breakfast at the Umbra 

we departed for a nearby temple where we were 

previously rewarded with outstanding views of a 

Laggar Falcon. We were not to be let down for as 

soon as we arrived, the resident Laggar was 

putting on a great show. We admired it at length 

and even in flight directly over us before 

embarking on a short but fruitless search for 

White-eyed Buzzard before our flight to Heho. 

Our flight was a short one and direct to Heho, 

which was great and meant that we arrived in the 

small, highland village with enough time for a few 

stops along the drive to Kalaw. Our first stop was most productive as it produced several of the extremely 

localized and scarce Collared Mynas amongst the more widespread and numerous Great, Jungle and Pied 

Mynas and Chestnut-tailed and Vinous-breasted Starlings. A little further on we were joined at a ñphoto 

Collared Myna by Glen Valentine 

Yellow-vented Flowerpecker by Markus Lilje 


